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In line with the Parish
Council’s desire to engage
more with the community
you will find reports in this
edition from the Chairman
of the PC, the Parish Clerk
and Chairmen of the main
sub-committees. We hope
you enjoy reading these
reports. As previously, at the
beginning of each article is
the author’s name. Articles
written by Parish Councillors
represent current policy
and are endorsed by the
Parish Council. However,
views expressed in articles
written by members
of the community or
representatives of village
organisations do not
necessarily represent current
policy and have not been
endorsed by the Council.

Have your say...
If you have any comments to
make about any of the issues
raised in this edition of
Connect please do contact
any Councillor, the Parish
Clerk or put your comments
in writing and pop it in the
new suggestion box in Chris
and Martin’s Newsagent on
Main Street.
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The Dog Crossroads
Garry Hyde, Chairman WFPC
Unfortunately we have had two serious
accidents at The Dog crossroads in the last
few weeks. This has prompted genuine concern
amongst residents and much speculation on
Social Media. Behind the scenes the Parish
Council has been actively engaged with the
Staffordshire Council and Highways Department
for over two years, pleading with them to look
at how the crossroads can be made safer.

Things to be considered include: - Traffic Lights,
(not enough space and close to residents’
properties). Rumble strips (residents may object),
flashing warning lights (residents may object),
speed humps, extra white lines, change of road
surface/colour, extra signage, changing priority,
20 mph speed limit or one way system (many
problems with sight lines and residents’ access).

The Parish Council has managed to ensure
that the road markings have been repainted and
one advance warning sign has been moved into
a more visible position. We have also lobbied
vociferously and have had yellow lines put down
to stop vehicles parking too close to the junction
and masking the view.

Unfortunately, Highways look at the number
and severity of accidents at locations when
assessing need. There are very few REPORTED
accidents as most are minor and have no police
involvement. We are monitoring the actual
number of incidents and would like any accidents
reported to either the police or, if minor, to the
Parish Council.

As far as further improvements, we are at the
mercy of the Highways Department, as they
are responsible for signage and safety initiatives.
Currently, we are awaiting a date for a face-toface meeting at the crossroads to, once again,
review safety measures.

Like Covid, this problem will not go away
but you can rest assured the Parish Council is
doing all it can to alleviate this situation. Please
contact the Parish Council with your thoughts
and suggestions as we want an effective and
permanent solution to this problem.

Whittington Flower Club
Rosemary Smith
We made an excellent start back with face
to face meetings in September with over 50
present and several new faces. We enjoyed a
demonstration with songs from Jane Pugh, all
the way from near Shrewsbury.
Our Christmas meeting in the Village Hall was
on Wednesday 24th November at 7.30pm when
the National Demonstrator, Ian Buxton, made
a return visit with his Christmas demonstration.
Visitors were very welcome. All the designs
were raffled at the end.

Dates for the diary:
• 26th January - Alison Suffolk ‘Simply Flowers’
• 22nd February - Practical Workshop
• 25th March - Tony Brown
‘For the love of Flower’
For more information about the Club or
to book tickets contact Rosemary Smith
432848 or Lynne Lacey 432202. We do
have a website too www.wfas.org.uk.

Compassionate Community Charter Award
Garry Hyde, Chairman WFPC
Compassionate Communities UK is a charity
developed to work with and acknowledge
communities to build compassion as a major
life value. They also recognise the work that
communities do and have a criteria for awarding
Charter Awards. The awards show that local
people have been supported through difficult
times and are continued to be supported by all
aspects and sections of the community.
The Parish of Whittington and Fisherwick was
presented with a Charter Award on Monday
November 1st by Manjula Patel, CEO of
Murray Hall Community Trust and a Trustee of
Compassionate Communities UK. This award is for
the Parish as a whole and recognises all the groups
and organisations who have contributed, even in
a small way, to the health and well-being of our
community.

Council and St. Giles Hospice. The award was
presented on Compassionate Communities
Day itself and is a fitting tribute to the superb
community spirit, which was never more evident
than during the pandemic.
We have to say a big thank you to Dr. Emma
Hodges, the CEO of St. Giles for her hard work
in producing all the evidence for the award to be
achieved. The actual award certificate can be seen
in the trophy cabinet in the foyer of the Village Hall.

The award presentation was attended by
representatives of Community Groups, the Parish

Whittington History Society
June Thorne
• 700 years ago we lived in WYTYNTON.
• 200 years ago the population of
Whittington was 707.
• 200 years ago there was a flourishing
Racecourse on Whittington Heath. There
are still signs of it in the village today.
• 150 years ago a curate was accused of
‘lying on the ground with a woman’.
• 40 years ago the vicarage was transformed
into the Hospice.

Sad end for the Racecourse Grandstand/Golf Club house.

In living memory, pupils walked daily to and from
King Edwards School in Lichfield. The Old School
is a Grade 2 Listed Building thanks to the History
Society and Phil Wood.
I am telling you this in the hope that you will be
interested enough to join the members of our
community who are trying to put new life into
the History Society.
In 20 years, members of the Society have found
out a lot of wonderful facts about Whittington
and have presented them to the village in the
form of entertainment, documents albums and
booklets . We existed for a while as a research
group and this could continue. We need new
ideas and a willingness to carry them out.
WE NEED YOU!!!
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Chairman’s Report November 2021
Garry Hyde, Chairman WFPC
It is good to note that the Parish has opened
up again quite dramatically since the relaxation
of Covid rules and we now not only have
essential shops and takeaway facilities operating,
but venues have opened up more or less
completely for social activities. Despite the
possible risks, by taking precautions, people are
now returning to some kind of normality.
I am delighted to say that the presentation of
the Queen’s Award to the Good Neighbour
scheme went well. We were pleased to welcome
the Lord Lieutenant to the Village Hall and he not
only presented the Award but also certificates to
leading members of the Scheme. Again, well done.
We had another incident at the Dog Crossroads,
but this time with more serious consequences
and hospitalisation for one of the people involved.
Despite some adverse criticism of the Council, I
have to point out that members of the Council
have met Staffordshire Highways Officials on a
number of occasions and have been lobbying
for a number of years for something to be done.

Our Parish Clerk is in regular contact with SCC
over this problem. We will continue to look
for ways to make the crossroads safer, and will
continue to lobby for better signs and hopefully a
20mph speed limit throughout the village.
The Parish Council and other social media
outlets continue to keep up to date information
flowing. We are grateful that Lisa Mason has
joined our Publicity and Promotion group, aligning
us with the very popular What’s Happening
Whittington Facebook site.
Following last year’s Good Citizen Initiative, the
Council has extended the scheme and Residents
will be able to nominate in four categories;
Resident of the Year, Young Resident of the
Year, Business of the Year and Group or Club
of the Year. Further details will be available in
early January. Please get your thinking caps on.
Well, as another year starts to draw to a close, I
hope that everyone in the Parish has a peaceful
Christmas and New Year.

Designated Safe Areas
Cllr Gemma Griffith
Following a small number of reports of lone
females being made to feel unsafe when walking
around our village, we decided to explore a
designated safe places scheme in order to
offer a safe haven to anyone walking round our
village who doesn’t feel safe on the street. This
unfortunate situation has been exacerbated by
recent national tragedies including the murders of
Sarah Everard and Julia James.
Therefore we are happy to announce the
following locations have volunteered to take part:

1. The Bell Public House

If you, or anyone you know is walking around
the village and feels unsafe in anyway, please go
to your nearest safe location where the staff
will allow you to use the phone, or simply sit
and take shelter without the need to make any
purchases. Most of the above locations are open
until relatively late and now we are approaching
the darker nights, please feel free to make use
of these locations rather than feel unsafe in our
village. Please remember if the reason you are
made to feel unsafe is due to a criminal action,
contact the police at the earliest opportunity.

2. The Co-operative Store

3. The Dog Public House

Baxter’s Field Wildlife Project
Cllr Mike Kinghan
Your Parish Council is pursuing a unique
opportunity to create an invaluable sanctuary
for wildlife and public enjoyment in an
important location - the site known as ‘Baxter’s
Field’ between Whittington Village and Defence
Medical Services Whittington (DMSW). The site
is for sale on the open market and our plan is
dependent on (a) the Heritage Fund approving
our funding application and (b) the owners
accepting our offer.
The Council was approached by DMSW about
3 years ago to consider the site’s future use
(after it ceased to be used for village football)
and ideas were then sought from the community.
Our Parish Environment Group responded
with a proposal to turn all, or part, of the site
into a nature reserve. Early ideas from DMSW
for part of the field to continue to be used for
sports alongside this idea did not materialise
and it emerged in the spring of this year that the
owners, the Army Sport Control Board, a charity
that promotes sporting facilities for the army,
had decided to sell the land.
The Council sees this as an opportunity to
purchase the land to maintain public access

and preserve the land from development. We
submitted a project enquiry to the National
Lottery Heritage Fund in the spring and
have been encouraged to make a full funding
application. The hope is to purchase the land and
turn it into a sanctuary for nature. Exercise areas
would be incorporated too. Staffordshire Wildlife
Trust have provided a draft plan.
With the site being on our school’s doorstep
it can provide a golden opportunity to help our
younger citizens get closer to nature and our
grant application will look to provide funding for
training teachers and youth leaders in ecological
education and leadership and for specialist
support from organisations like the Wildlife Trust.
The proposal has strong support from the Trust
and the District Council Ecology Team. The area
falls into the Midlands Heathland Heartland – a
priority zone designated by the statutory nature
conservation body, Natural England, who have
given strong backing to this scheme.
Please let us have any comments by
emailing mike.kinghan1@gmail.com.
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Youth Parish Council
Cllr Gemma Griffith
Since joining the Parish Council it became
apparent to me that we didn’t seem to have
a youth voice on the Council, offering ideas
and opinions from our younger age group
to influence and offer suggestions for village
ideas and plans and, as such, we invited local
young people between the ages of 11 years
and 18 years to come forward and form a
youth council. The young people below are now
officially part of the Whittington Parish Youth
Council. We have already had one meeting
where ideas such as a youth shelter, safe areas
for teenagers to gather and issues re the local
bus to school service were discussed. We still
welcome any new members and hope to start
to see results of these discussions in our village
in the months to come.

Charlotte
Hi, I’m Charlotte, I
live in Whittington
with my family. I’m
13 and in year 8
at King Edwards VI
school. I love to play
netball at the school and with G-force. I also
really enjoy going to 1st Whittington guides. I
really like art and anything creative.

Ewan

Hi my name is Ewan
and I’m adventurous
and love being part
of school. I like to
play football and
currently I’m playing
left back for Spitfire
Blues Whittington F.C. Personally, I am very into
politics and want to help towards making life
better for people in Whittington and making
Whittington help to stop climate change.

Tama
Hi; my name is
Tama, I am 15 years
old and I have lived
in and around the
village all my life
so I know it pretty
well. I signed up for
this Youth Council
because I thought
it was a great opportunity to put across
the ideas of the younger generation to
the Parish Council and to have a say in
what amenities are available to children
and young teenagers in the village. We are
all lucky to live in such a beautiful village
but sometimes it can seem slightly cut off
from town. Many teenagers would prefer
to travel into Lichfield to meet up with
friends because there is not much here
for them. I look forward to being part of
discussions to find solutions to this and
make Whittington a great place for all
age groups.

Scarlett
I am Scarlett Floyd
and I have recently
become a member
of the Youth Parish
Council. I have a
passion for being
outdoors and playing
sports, especially
hockey. I am in year
10 at King Edward’s and my favourite subjects
are; Business, French, History and RE. I am
really looking forward to helping improve the
village for young people by making it a safer
and happier place to live.

Whittington and Fisherwick Fund
to Offer Extra Help
Steve Adams Chief Executive

People in the Parish of Whittington and
Fisherwick can now apply for financial help
and support under 4 different measures. The
Whittington and Fisherwick Fund, which is part
of The Community Foundation, is now offering
financial support to people who may need it
for any of following reasons:
• Ill health – you could get a grant of £100
if you need to spend more on travelling to
doctor’s, dentist’s or hospital appointments.
• Social Isolation – You could get a grant
of £100 if you need support to attend
social activities, or travel costs to meet the
costs of journeys to allow you to shop or
visit friends.
• Financial need – you could get a grant of
£100 if your income has been affected in
some way, or if you need extra support with
rising household costs.
• Emergency need – If you experience an
emergency, such as if your boiler or fridge has
broken down and you need a replacement,
then we may be able to help you. In this
instance we won’t make a financial award, but
can arrange to pay for and deliver and install
a replacement item.

Sian Emery, who looks after
the fund, said “When you
apply please remember that
we don’t know about your
personal circumstances, and
so in order for us to make a
decision we need as much
information as you can give.
Anything you say will be treated confidentially
and won’t be shared with other organisations. If
you have trouble completing the application form
you can call us and we can help you.” Community
based organisations who are working to help
residents in Whittington and Fisherwick can
also apply for grants of up to £1000, although
we may consider awarding more in exceptional
circumstances. In either case you must be able
to demonstrate how people in the parish will
directly benefit from your project.
If you are not sure whether you should
apply, or if you would be eligible to ask
for help, please give the team at the
Foundation a call on 01785 339540 and
they will be able to talk things through
with you, or you can visit the ‘Grants’
section of their website at
https;/staffordshire.foundation.
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A net-zero Carbon Whittington and
Fisherwick? We need your input!
David Walton, Parish Clerk and Cllr Mike Kinghan
Countries across the world are committing
to achieving net-zero carbon emissions by
mid-century. How can Whittington and
Fisherwick contribute to achieving this
ambitious commitment? Did you know that
each home in Whittington emits on average
over 4 tons of CO2 every year?
Over a quarter of Whittington’s total carbon
emissions come from burning the fossil fuels
(gas and oil) needed to heat our homes. To
meet our net-zero carbon ambitions, we will
need to decarbonise the heating systems in all
our homes. But there are concerns that this
could be expensive to homeowners and involve
unreliable technology.
What can we do about it? - We have employed
Bioregional, an environmental charity with 20
years’ experience in developing zero-carbon
homes, to study the options for decarbonising
heating provision across the parish. They have

teamed up with Fairheat, one of the UK’s leading
heat network engineering firms and ICAX, a
UK based heat pump manufacturer in assessing
the viability of a community scale zero-carbon
heating solution.
What will this project involve? - Over the next
few months, Bioregional will be conducting a
feasibility study to determine what a community
heat-network could look like in the parish, and
the best way this could be developed. This will
include exploring the suitability of renewable
technologies, such as heat pumps and identifying
viable business models that will work best for
the community.
From now until spring 2022, Bioregional will
be looking to host a number of community
events to hear your views, and will distribute a
community survey towards the New Year. They
will also be providing regular updates through the
Parish and social media throughout this process.

Whittington Wednesday Club
Fred Stack
Well, can you believe it, 2021 is almost over,
another year gone by - thankfully things seem
to be getting back to normal at the Wednesday
Club. Meetings resumed on 11 August with a
‘welcome back’ tea and cake afternoon. Since
then we have held an Annual General Meeting,
consumed a Cream Tea and were entertained
by JoJo, a young lady singer on 27th October. On
10th November we are having Fish and Chips
to keep the winter chill away. We have the film
Downton Abbey to look forward to later in the
month. To finish the year off we have the Black
Country duo ‘Dandy’ returning to entertain us.
Non-members are welcome to attend for a
small donation.

The Chairman and Committee are pleased to
advise you that a programme for the first six
months of 2022 is nearing completion.
More information will be available once all
bookings are confirmed. We, the Committee,
trust this will prove to be a good start to a New
and Hopefully Happy 2022.
For more information please contact
Fred Stack – 01543 432217.

Whittington and Fisherwick Fairtrade
Steve Barr
The Fairtrade Local and
Organic Wine and Food
Tasting finally went ahead in
early November – at the third
attempt. Much has changed
since the first event in the
back room of the Bell, and over forty guests
sampled seven different wines and a food offering
which included Woodhouse Farm pies, ham and
chutney, local cheeses, chocolate and brownies –
not many food miles on any of that, apart from
the chocolate.
A new feature this year was a link up with
Buzzards Valley, whose Peter Viggers introduced
us to three wines – a red, a white and a sparkling
rosé. The vineyard is less than ten miles away, so
not many wine miles there either, although the
other wines came from further afield (South
Africa and Argentina). Buzzards Valley is well
worth a visit – not just for wine – and is only
fifteen minutes by car from Whittington.

Food and drink also came from the Co-op
(both the Whittington and the Boley Park stores),
Tesco, M&S, Woodhouse Farm and Kerry Evans
(K.R. Evans Butchers, Lichfield), who supplied the
cheese, with further support from Majestic Wine.
We are really grateful to them all – we could not
run the event without them.
We hope to be back in our usual summer slot
in 2022, so pencil Tuesday 5th July into your diary.
And while your diary is out, make a note of
Wednesday 23rd February – Fairtrade and Good
Neighbours Coffee Morning in the Church Hall.
To keep up to date with events,
please check Facebook. Contact Steve
or Megan Barr on 01543 432605 or
stevebarruk@yahoo.com to find out
more about Fairtrade in Whittington
and Fisherwick.

Christmas is coming - and the New Year
Steve Barr
The 2022 Whittington Fairtrade Calendar is
now available from the Newsagents and the
Pharmacy at a bargain price of just £6 each.

wine! If you have any spare bottle bags at home,
please take them to the Newsagents or to Steve
and Meg at Rock Farm as soon as possible.

It features thirteen beautiful full colour pictures
of scenes from in around the village (the
thirteenth is on the cover, in case you were
wondering), all taken by local photographers, and
is supported by twelve village organisations. An
ideal gift for family or friends who have moved
away, or as a stocking filler. Buy yours now while
stocks last – they sold out last year.
The Christmas Market is on Saturday 4th
December and will feature the ever popular
Fairtrade and St Giles Church bottle bag lucky
dip stall. Just £1 a go and every one a winner –
anything from a banana to a bottle of Fairtrade
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Good Neighbour Scheme
Terry Tricker
Whittington Village Hall was filled with
volunteers, clients and special guests attending
the presentation of the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service to the Whittington &
Fisherwick Good Neighbour Scheme. The event
was full of pride, excitement, and emotion.
The Lord Lieutenant, Mr Ian Dudson CBE,
KStJ was greeted by the Chairman and passed
through a welcoming flag escort from the Ist
Whittington Scouts. Proceedings were started
with a presentation on the history of the scheme
and how, from small beginnings, it has become a
much valued part of the community.
The significantly positive impact of the scheme
on the community was praised by Dr Emma
Hodges, CEO of St Giles Hospice. She spoke of
the known improvements to mental and physical
health within communities where there is a
supportive, compassionate environment. Garry
Hyde, Chairman of the Parish Council, spoke of
the financial and moral support by the PC for the
scheme acknowledging the benefits it brings to the
community. This has been demonstrated during
Covid when the scheme, with its established
infrastructure and volunteer network, played a key
role in supporting the most vulnerable members
of our community throughout lockdown. However,
the most powerful and emotive moments came

from an audio/visual piece showing some of the
highs and lows over the past 6 years and featuring
four clients who shared the impact of the scheme
on them.
The Lord Lieutenant explored the reasons why
the Scheme had been chosen for this prestigious
award – the highest honour that can be achieved
by a voluntary group. He said that he had never
come across an organisation, consisting totally
of volunteers, which has served and supported
their community in such a professional manner.
He presented the Crystal Award to Lynne Salter
who was chosen to collect it on behalf of the
group for her outstanding contribution to the
Scheme. Similarly Frank Knighton collected the
accompanying certificate which had been signed
by Her Majesty the Queen.

Whittington Village Hall
Garry Hyde, Chairman,Village Hall Committee
The Village Hall continues to provide
facilities for the Surgery to give Covid and
Flu vaccinations, we hope that residents are
taking full advantage of this.
Whilst the hall has been welcoming users
back, some Covid restrictions remain in place.
The Management Committee have decided
that, in view of the recent surge in Covid cases,
even amongst those who have been vaccinated,

there will not be a Carols Round the Tree
Concert this year. This decision was not taken
lightly but, in this instance, we are erring on
the side of caution. We hope that this will
be the last year we need to make this sort
of decision.
In the meantime, we at the Village Hall wish all
our users and all residents a Peaceful and Happy
Christmas and New Year.

Girlguiding Whittington
Lisa Fenton, District Commissioner
Since the summer holidays, Girlguiding
Whittington has been getting back into the
routine of face to face meetings. Our volunteer
leaders have been running a variety of activities
providing an opportunity for our young
members to learn new skills and gain knowledge,
in a fun way. Our units are taking part in the
‘Grown–ups in Guiding’ challenge welcoming
parents, aunts & uncles into the units to see
what we get up to. Thank you to those who have
already gained badges and looking forward to
those who are planning to get involved.
At the end of November we are holding an
activity day for all our Rainbows, Brownies and
Guides. During this afternoon we will be learning
how to build hedgehog houses. The hand made
‘bespoke’ houses will support Whittington’s
ongoing commitment to hedgehogs over their
hibernation period. The houses can be purchased

at a cost of £12. If you would like to buy one
please contact the email below.  
Since the summer, we have supported the
community with our ‘Scarecrows around the
campfire’ and serving drinks at the community
bonfire. We will also be taking part in the
Remembrance services and will be helping at
the pensioners Christmas lunch. None of this
could happen without our volunteers. We are
always looking for volunteers to help run our
very active and vibrant units. If you feel you
would like to know more and get involved
to inspire young girls please get in touch at
whittingtondistrictgirlguiding@gmail.com
As always huge thank you to all the volunteers
who help make Girlguiding Whittington a
fabulous organisation to be part of.

Whittington Cricket Club
John Butler, Club Secretary
The 2021 season brought mixed playing
fortunes within the Club. For the Saturday 1st
team, 14 league wins from 24 matches saw
them finish second in Division One of the
South Staffs Cricket League, with promotion
achieved for 2022 to the Premier Division, so
real success there.
Whilst Innocent Kaia played a notable part with
both bat and ball, the success was very much
down to a team effort. Steve Kelly finished very
close to 1,000 league runs, backed up by Dan
Wilks, whilst on the bowling front, Chris Hilyer
secured 44 wickets, Matt Griffiths 36 and Martin
Weston 34. Both the Saturday 2nds and 3rds
experienced difficult seasons, with the 2nd X1
finishing second to bottom of Division 3, the 3rd
team finished 9th in Division 6.
There were some notable performances from

several young players stepping up from the Junior
Section, which bodes well for the future. The
Sunday X1, a mixture of experience and youth,
battled hard in Division 4 of the Lichfield and
District League. The Junior Section, somewhat
affected by ongoing Covid 19 infections,
nevertheless came through the full season, even
though it was necessary for a number of matches
to be cancelled due to the restrictions.
Friday evenings during May to July once again
saw magnificent numbers of young All Stars and
Dynamos converge on Vicarage Lane with their
parents for another season of the very successful
ECB backed event. After a year’s break due to
the Pandemic, it was a wonderful sight to see so
many youngsters again at Whittington, enjoying
themselves in a range of activities, helped along
again by the fine band of coaches there to
support them.
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Current Update on Environment Issues
Garry Hyde, Chairman Environment Committee
The Parish Council Environment
Committee had an informal meeting on
20th September 2021.
The following items are under review: • Plastic free Parish and recycling, still ongoing.
• Britain in Bloom - Gold Award status, we
have been awarded another Gold Award. Well
done to all concerned.
• Parish bulb planting, following last year’s
success, it is intended that bulb planting
will resume, hopefully in November. Due
to the very high increase in the cost of
bulbs the numbers have been reduced
this year.
• Bat boxes, the boxes have been installed but,
because some trees in Whittington Wood are
diseased and may need to be removed, some
of the boxes may need to be re-sited.
Council Priorities
• Heathland Restoration and Baxter’s Field,
the land, which is owned by the Army Sports
Division, is now for sale. We are hoping to
obtain sufficient grant funding to purchase
the land and enable this important project
to go ahead.

• Climate Change and other Environmental
Emergencies, meetings of the Climate and
Ecological Emergency Group have continued
on a monthly basis and we are continuing to
promote and action our ‘ten-point plan’ to help,
even in a small way, to promote awareness of
Climate Change and its implications.
• Tree Works, there are over 250 trees in the
Parish. We have had them all surveyed and are
currently carrying out any necessary remedial
work.
• Grass cutting and Grounds Maintenance
Contract, we continue to work towards
making the parish green areas appear well
managed, whilst allowing some areas to grow
to assist biodiversity.
• Highways and Associated Issues, the Parish
Council is committed to looking at all aspects
surrounding issues of parking, speeding, poor
road signage and obstructing pavements with
hedges or vehicles. We are hoping for an
onsite meeting with County Highways to see
if anything can be done about these and other
highways issues.
If you have any comments or suggestions, please
do not hesitate to contact the Parish Council. We
may not be able to solve everything, but we are
willing to listen.

Staffordshire Regiment Museum
Rosemary Smith
This small but comprehensive museum is just 1
mile up the hill from the village on the A51 next
to the barracks. Lots to see inside and outside,
there is a Trench system, large play area, WW2
Smart Street and military vehicles.

Open every day 10am till 4pm, you will be very
welcome and surprised at what you see. Keep
an eye on the web-site for special events, often
including live firing, volunteers in uniform and
weapons to handle.

Whittington and Fisherwick Neighbours Win
Award for Compassion in the Community
Gary Young, St Giles PR Coordinator

Whittington and Fisherwick have received
one of the first ever charter awards of its
kind in the UK for compassion after residents
joined forces to help each other through
difficult times.
The charity Compassionate Communities UK
(CC-UK) presented the community with the
award on November 1, to coincide with the first
International Compassionate Communities Day.
A compassionate community is one where
communities actively encourage and support
one another during life’s most challenging times
such as those relating to serious illness, death
and bereavement.
Members of the Whittington and Fisherwick
Good Neighbour Scheme have been a focal
point over the past six years supporting elderly,
vulnerable and disabled page 19 residents,
supported by the parish council and groups and
businesses including the Co-op, the Scouts, the

Women’s Institute,
the pharmacy,
Woodhouse Farm
and others.
St Giles was
one of the first
hospices in the
UK to commence a community development
programme, recognising that, alongside specialist
palliative care, communities needed to be
supported in order to have the confidence and
resilience to provide support for each other,
work which led to the new accreditation.
Ian Leech, Community Engagement Manager at
St Giles Hospice, said: “Any way that we can help
and do our bit for the village and for the people
who live here, we’ll do it,” said Ian. “Ultimately
we want to be a part of Whittington and
Fisherwick, not apart from them, and I think
we do that very well thanks to the Good
Neighbour Scheme.”
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Sunbeams at Christmas
Megan Barr

It’s all getting very exciting! Christmas is just
around the corner and we at Sunbeams have
our own very special way of celebrating. We
will be telling the story of the first Christmas,
starting on December 1st when we find out
what some sheep, a donkey and an angel had to
do with it, and on December 15th we’ll find out
just whose birthday we are all celebrating!
This will be happening in the Church, and will
be extremely interactive…if you are not yet old
enough to go to school and would like to take
part, do come along to the Church at 10.30am
on either or both days. We will go over to the
Church Hall straight afterwards for drinks and

play, and on the 15th there might some special
Christmas games too.
Everyone under school age, from new-born
onwards, is welcome so long as you bring at least
one adult with you. If you want to come just for
the drinks and play and a natter, that’s fine…the
Church Hall will be available from 10.30 onwards.
No charge, just a small donation for drinks would
be welcome.
Further details if required from Megan
(07870 100005) or Sue (07540 447478).

Whittington Bowling Club
David Jones
The world of sport, including crown
green bowls, has had a strange year due to
the obvious reasons. After lockdown, house
confinement, single daily walks and general
isolation, many people were keen to get back
to organised sport when restrictions were
lifted. However, the Pandemic hadn’t gone away,
meaning there were still some restrictions in
place. Many people, particularly older ones,
were still reluctant to have relatively close
contact with others.

For Whittington Bowling Club, this has led to
some significant changes this year. Normally the
club has A,B,C and D teams in different leagues
and divisions, as well as an Over 50s team and
two teams in the Needwood Veterans League.
This season, we were only able to field the A Team
and the B Team, and the two Needwood teams.
In the Needwood League, there were fewer
teams from other clubs, and this meant a
restricted number of matches and a shorter
season, finishing in August instead of October.

Whittington Scouts
Dave Holder
This year Whittington celebrated 50 years of
Scouting within our parish. The celebrations
were delayed from 2019/2020 and ended
up being a day of events instead of a whole
weekend. However, we had beavers, cubs and
scouts all at last enjoying outdoor activities at
Beaudesert camp-site in July where the scouts
took part in climbing, archery, shelter building,
go-carts etc. It was a fabulous day supported by
our young members, leaders, young leaders and
committee well done everyone.
Last year SquirrelJoy Sharp and
Badger-Roy Hayes,
hung up their
Neckers after 25
years of leading the
colony. A big thank
you from me and
all the Beavers past
and present who
have had fun with

friends. We have three troops at Whittington,
beavers, cubs and scouts, all are back to face-toface meetings. I am pleased to say we are now
much nearer to providing a normal Scouting
experience for our members whilst still mindful
of restrictions and safety measures guided by the
Scout Association. In October we were delighted
to provide a guard of honour for the Lord
Lieutenant of Lichfield who was presenting our
wonderful Good Neighbour Scheme Volunteers
with the Queens Award for Voluntary Service.
• Beavers meet on Wednesday evenings
• Cubs and Scouts meet on
Tuesday evenings
We are looking for new Cub leaders so if
you are interested please contact me.
Dave Holder 01543 432009
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SALE STARTS

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2021
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Monsoon Sahara 44 Piece
6 Person Boxed Set
Was £219.00
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NOW £85.00

Get in touch:
01543 267324
factory.shop@arthurprice.com

APK 6 Piece Acrylic Knife
Block Set Black and White
Was £99.00

NOW £29.00
Jungle 4 Piece Child Set
(Stainless Steel)
Was £19.50

NOW £4.75
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Monsoon Mirage 24 Piece
6 Person Boxed Set
Was £110.00

Arthur Price Factory Shop
Britannia Way,
Lichfield,
Staffordshire,
WS14 9UY
Proud supporters of

Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday 9.00am – 4.00pm
Saturday 10.00am – 4.00pm
Sunday (5th Dec only) –
10.00am – 4.00pm
Please be aware that the shop is
located on the first floor via a
staircase. If access is an issue we
have a ground floor room available
where products can be brought
down for viewing by our dedicated
customer service team.

