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Your Parish Council

In line with the Parish 
Council’s desire to engage 
more with the community 
you will find reports in this 
edition from the Chairman 
of the PC, the Parish Clerk 
and Chairmen of the main 
sub-committees. We hope 
you enjoy reading these 
reports. As previously, at the 
beginning of each article is 
the author’s name. Articles 
written by Parish Councillors 
represent current policy 
and are endorsed by the 
Parish Council. However, 
views expressed in articles 
written by members 
of the community or 
representatives of village 
organisations do not 
necessarily represent current 
policy and have not been 
endorsed by the Council.

If you have any comments to 
make about any of the issues 
raised in this edition of 
Connect please do contact 
any Councillor, the Parish 
Clerk or put your comments 
in writing and pop it in the 
new suggestion box in Chris 
and Martin’s Newsagent on 
Main Street.

Designed and produced by

Have your say...

STRAIGHTFORWARD
Creative Design Agency

Garry Hyde  11 Neal Croft, Whittington 
01543 433190  gazmalloy@gmail.com 

John Cannon  7 Main Street, Whittington 
01543 432171  jandkcannon@virginmedia.com

John Heeler  28 Church Street, Whittington 
01543 304833  john.heeler@ntlworld.com

Mike Kinghan     Crossroads, Back Lane, Whittington 
01543 432238  mike.kinghan1@gmail.com

Andrew Jackson  Norcis, Main Street, Whittington 
07753 651 458  andrew@andrewjackson.me.uk

Paul Jansz  7 Swan Road, Whittington 
07899985718  pauldavidjansz@hotmail.com

Chris Millar  95 Back Lane, Whittington 
01543 433189  christinemillar95@gmail.com

Jonathan Smith  2 The Coach House, Whittington 
01543 432002  whitsmith@btinternet.com

Julia Spencer  Crossroads, Back Lane, Whittington 
01543 432238  juliaj_spencer@hotmail.co.uk

Connor Walton  Park House, Fisherwick Road 
01543 432842  connor.walton@lincoln.ox.ac.uk

Bob Wood  5 Swan Cottages, Whittington 
01543 305668  bursley2@icloud.com

Gemma Griffith  gemmagriffith3799@outlook.com 
07764496028    

Chris Crump  60 Back Lane, Whittington 
07850064879        chrissiecrump@outlook.com

Andrew Craddock andrewcraddock08@gmail.com 
         
  

Parish Clerk  

David Walton  Park House, Fisherwick Road 
07703101611  davidjfwalton@aol.com

J19090 WPC Connect Newsletter August 2021 V3.indd   2 26/07/2021   14:20



3

Whittington Community Bonfire 3
Chairmans Report June 2021 4
Whittington Village Hall 4
Good Citizen Award   5 
Lichfield District Local Plan 2040 5
Tempo of HS2 Activity Will Now Increase 6
Environment Committee Meeting 7 
Reversing the Decline in Our Wildlife 8
How to Get in Touch With Your Parish Councillors 9
Countryside Fair Cancellation 2021 10
Platinum Jubilee 2022 10
Cycle Autumn Fundraisers 11
Sunbeams is Back! 12

Whittington Craft Club Meets Again! 12
Whittington and Fisherwick Fairtrade 13
Councillor Community Grants 13
Whittington Open Gardens 2021 14
Girlguiding Whittington 15
Whittington Wednesday Club 15
Whittington Women’s Institute 16
Whittington Flower Club 16
Whittington Cricket Club 17
Beating the Litter Bug 17
Free Publicity For Your Organisation 18
Whittington Bowling Club Survives the Pandemic 18
Whittington & Fisherwick Good Neighbour Scheme 19

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Reversing Wildlife Decline
Page 8

Cycle Autumn Fundraisers
Page 11

J19090 WPC Connect Newsletter August 2021 V3.indd   3 26/07/2021   14:20



Cllr Garry Hyde, Chairman of WFPC

Garry Hyde

Chairmans Report June 2021

Whittington Village Hall

This is my third report as the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, and what a few months it has 
been again. 

The Parish has slowly started to open up again 
since the relaxation of Covid rules in May and 
June and we now not only have essential shops 
and takeaway facilities operating, but venues 
are opening up for more social activities, albeit 
in a limited way. I suspect that even when 
restrictions are eased further, quite a number of 
people will be reluctant to go out and socialise 
in the way they did before Covid arrived.

Throughout this Pandemic I am well aware that 
organisations and individuals have managed to 
stay in touch with neighbours and the vulnerable.  
Many of our residents understand that just 
a friendly phone call or a quick chat makes a 
world of difference. One of the mainstays of the 
Parish, the Good Neighbour Scheme, has been 
given the Queens Award in recognition of their 
achievements. Well done to all those involved.

We have to mention the businesses in the 
village, who have kept going despite the 
restrictions. We should all be grateful to them 
for providing us with their services during very 
difficult times.

The Parish Council and other social media 
outlets continue to keep up to date information 
flowing. Well done and also to those who keep 
their eyes and ears open and pass on very 
useful information.

Due to a failure of Government, the Parish 
Council has now had to re-commence face to 
face meetings in the Parish Pavilion. I am grateful 
to the Councillors for their willingness to attend 
these meetings and carry on the important work 
of the Parish Council. 

I am really hopeful that this the last edition of 
Connect that has to talk about restrictions, but 
we do have to wait and see. 

The Village Hall did manage to welcome back 
users on 17th May after rules relaxed, albeit with 
social distancing and being Covid Secure. We 
are glad to say that a number of old users and 
some new ones have now become ‘regulars’ 
again and it is so nice that the Hall has regained 
some life.

The Hall Committee has been in close contact 
with the surgery and Covid vaccinations are 
taking place regularly on a Thursday afternoon. 
There are also ongoing talks about the winter 
flu clinics.

The Hall Committee is pleased to announce 
that our Vice Chairman, John Palmer, has won the 
prestigious award of Trustee of the Year for the 
Lichfield District of Support Staffordshire. John 
has been a great servant of the Hall for over 17 
years and the award is well deserved. 

We hope to reopen fully, as soon as the 
Government lift restrictions and we are looking 
to arrange an open coffee, cake and social chat 
morning to welcome people back. We hope you 
will join us.

Covid vaccinations available at the Whittington Village Hall every Thursday afternoon
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Garry Hyde, Chairman

Lichfield District Local Plan 2040

Lichfield District Council have published 
their pre-submission Local Plan 2040 for 
public consultation, prior to it being submitted 
for examination and final acceptance. The 
consultation runs from the 5th July until the 30th 
August 2021. There is also a drop-in consultation 
session at Whittington Village Hall on Saturday 
7th August 2021 between 10am and 1pm.

The section regarding the proposal to build 
new houses in Whittington on Green Belt, off 
Huddlesford Lane, can be found from pages 
144 to 147 of the plan.

Residents have the right to comment on any of 
the proposals, for or against, and details can be 
found at:- www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/localplan2040

All comments and views must be forwarded 
with the plan, to the examiner, so that local 
comment can be taken into consideration 
whist arriving at a decision. We hope that you 
will take this opportunity to comment on the 
plan, to inform the Lichfield Planners and the 
Examiner of the views of the residents and 
any concerns they may have. 5

Cllr Garry Hyde

Good Citizen Award

The Parish Council is looking to recognise 
outstanding contributions to the community 
by residents, organisations and businesses. 
The scheme is currently being formulated 
and will require community involvement 
to nominate candidates in the 
various categories. 

There will be a judging panel and 
the winners will receive a certificate 
and a prize. There will also be 
Certificates of Commendation for 
those considered worthy recipients.  
Although in an embryonic state at 
the moment, it is hoped that this 
will be in place for nominations to 
be submitted in January 2022, for 
the awards to be presented at the 
Annual Meeting in April. 

The scheme was piloted this 
year, but only a category of ‘Good 
Citizen’ was undertaken. The Council 
received numerous nominations 
for Peter Hollis, who has been 
prominent around the Parish, 

picking up litter as a member of Lichfield Litter 
Legends. It was agreed that Peter was indeed 
a worthy recipient and he was presented with 
his certificate and prize by the Chairman at the 
Annual Parish Meeting. Well done Peter.
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Cllr John Cannon

Tempo of HS2 Activity Will Now Increase

So far HS2 activity has largely been 
restricted to preliminary works and 
investigative surveys. This will change in the 
coming months as main construction works 
start. With this in mind representatives from 
BalfourBeatty/Vinci were invited to update 
the July Parish Council meeting. Key points, 
including significant dates defined by year 
and relevant quarter from that briefing, are 
summarised below.

• Laying down haul routes following the line 
trace, with controlled crossing points to 
be used by construction traffic, has already 
started with 2km already in place, including on 
Flats Lane where demolition works are now 
in hand. The A38 will also be restricted to a 
50mph speed limit in the vicinity of entry and 
exit slip roads serving the Main Construction 
site for the duration of the works.

• Once clearance is received, following a now 
completed bat survey, the old golf clubhouse 
will be demolished. The foundation stone 
has already been handed over to Defence 
Medical Services where it will be relocated 
in a dedicated memorial area within the 
barracks. Similarly, bat related restrictions 
on planned demolition works also apply at 
Packington Farm.

• Before constructing the Cappers Lane 
diversionary loop, the canal will be stopped 
up from 4Q 2022 until 4Q 2023, when the 
road re-joining Cappers Lane will link into the 
access road now being installed as part of the 
marina being constructed next to the existing 
canal arm.

• Construction of the bridge over the track 
will also commence in 4Q 2022 with that 
over the canal following in 2Q 2023. Limited 
closures of Broad Lane will be required. 
Extensive enabling works for the viaduct 
spanning the re-aligned stretch of the canal 
and adjacent flood risk area will start in 3Q 
2023, with permanent works following in 
3Q 2025, once the embankment crossing 
Cappers Lane is in place.

• We also understand that, apart from short 
term restrictions for service diversions near 
the bridge crossing Lichfield Road (and 
presumably whilst the bridge deck is being 
installed), planned construction methods will 
obviate the need for a sustained period of 
closure. As soon as we have more detailed 
information on this and on bridgeworks 
on Darnford Lane and the A51, where 
permanent/temporary diversions respectively 
are planned, we will of course let you know.
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7

Cllr Garry Hyde

Environment Committee Meeting 
Current Update

The Environment Committee met face to 
face on Wednesday 9th June 2021.The following 
agenda items were discussed and the current 
status is as follows:-

Plastic Free Parish and Recycling - We are 
currently trying to arrange collection facilities 
for materials that aren’t collected by Lichfield 
District Council. 

Green Recovery Challenge Fund Bid - Wildlife 
over Whittington – A grant application was 
submitted by WFEG which included funding 
for the village school and Guides to promote 
environmental activities but unfortunately was 
unsuccessful. WFEG and the Parish Council are 
now looking at a possible National Heritage 
Lottery Fund bid.

Parish Bulb Planting - 18,000 bulbs were 
planted by WFEG and volunteers last autumn. 
It is intended that bulb planting will resume 
in October and November. It is considered 
a low cost, high impact project and makes a 
significant difference to the look of the Parish in 
the springtime.

Bat Boxes - We currently have thirteen bat 
boxes ready to install. Seven or eight will go 
in to Whittington Woods, and the others in 
Swan Meadow.

Half Moon on Burton Road, around the bus 
stop - We are looking at developing proposals 
for a slightly modified scheme to include a 
bench, possibly planters and dropped kerbs for 
better access. 

Baxter’s Field - The Council has developed a 
plan with WFEG and Staffs Wildlife Trust to turn 
this into a nature reserve. The land is owned by 
the Army Sports Control Board, a charity, and 
not DMS. The ASCD are keen to sell the land, 
but want a fair price. We are awaiting valuations 
to see if this would be feasible, within the 
parameters of the grant funding we are seeking.

Climate Change - Meetings of the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Group have continued 
on a monthly basis and we are looking to 
our ten point plan to do what we can as a 
small Community.

Tree Works - Over 300 trees in the Parish have 
been surveyed and we are currently evaluating 
what remedial work is necessary.

Grass Cutting and Grounds Maintenance 
Contract - We continue to look to making 
the Parish green areas appear well managed, 
whilst allowing some areas to grow to 
promote biodiversity.

Litter Pick Programme - We are grateful to 
the Lichfield Litter Legends, who have been very 
active in tidying up the Parish. If residents wish to 
help they can contact the Lichfield Litter Legends 
and sign up. We are grateful to all residents who 
assist around the Parish in litter picking.

Reminder….If you take it home with you, no 
one else has to pick it up.

Highways - The Parish Council is well aware 
of the problems of parking, speeding, failing 
to stop at The Crossroads, obstructing 
pavements with hedges or vehicles, large 
vehicles attempting to go over Burton 
Road Canal Bridge and under the railway 
bridge to name but a few. There are many 
suggestions on how to tackle these issues being 
considered and we are trying to arrange an 
on-site meeting with County Highways to see 
if anything can be done.

If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Parish Council.

We may not be able to solve 
everything, but we are willing to listen.
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Cllr Mike Kinghan

Reversing the Decline in Our Wildlife

As was set out in the last edition of Connect 
your Parish Council has acknowledged 
the existence of an Ecological Emergency, 
recognising the dramatic declines that have 
taken place in Britain’s wildlife over many years. 
For instance 97% of our native meadows have 
been lost since the 1930s and 15% of our 
wildlife native species are at risk of extinction.

The Parish Council is determined to play its 
part in helping to reverse this decline locally. 
For some years it has been working closely 
with Whittington and Fisherwick Environment 
Group (WFEG) to encourage the planting of 
pollinator-friendly flowers, shrubs and trees in its 
parks. It has also supported the management of 
Whittington Wood in a wildlife-friendly way. 

As part of its increased emphasis in tackling 
the ecological emergency it is now trialling an 
adjustment to its grass mowing regime to allow 
some specific areas to be cut less often which is 
greatly beneficial to pollinators and wildlife. This is 
a simple process that costs nothing. The approach 
is to manage our estate in a wildlife-friendly 
manner rather than simply mow for the sake of it.

A national survey by YouGov for Friends of 
the Earth and Buglife has found that 81% of 
people polled thought councils should reduce 
grass-cutting in an effort to let more wildflowers 
grow to boost pollinator populations, while 
92% support local authorities in planting more 
wildflowers and other bee-friendly plants in local 
parks and community spaces. 

The areas in Whittington concerned for the 
reduced mowing trial have been carefully 
chosen and the plan is to keep a neat and tidy 
and mown appearance along roads and paths 
while allowing other areas to grow. However 
the Parish Council wants to emphasise that 
these plans can change or be modified or 
scrapped altogether depending on the resulting 
appearance and reaction from residents. 
Residents’ comments are welcome. Please email 
the Parish Clerk davidjfwalton@aol.com with 
any comments.

The Council is looking at other ways to 
promote biodiversity and wildlife across the 
Parish including the possibility of creating 
nature reserves and planting trees. One specific 
proposal is to plant a wildlife-friendly double 
thickness hedge at the side of Bit End Field along 
Fisherwick Road using a variety of native tree 
species such as blackthorn and spindle in addition 
to the traditional hawthorn. The Woodland group 
are also surveying Whittington Wood with a 
view to adding more native broadleaved trees to 
replace some of the conifers.

For those wishing to play a more active 
role in helping nature in the parish by 
joining working parties or other activities 
you can contact the Woodland group 
leader Mike Tarbuck on 01543 432928 
or WFEG Secretary Lynne Lacey 
on 01543 432202.
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Cllr John Heeler

How to Get in Touch With Your  
Parish Councillors

9

Your Councillors are volunteers and are 
happy to assist members of the Parish of 
Whittington & Fisherwick with any issues, 
requests or support. Councillors can be 
contacted in numerous ways, some of which 
you may not be aware of…

1. The Village Shop 
Councillor Chris Crump is there most of 
the time during opening hours; Monday to 
Friday 6.30am to 5pm. Saturday 6.30am to 
1.30pm and Sunday 6.30am to 12.30pm.

2. Email the Clerk of the Council 
 
David Walton: davidjfwalton@aol.com or 
call David on 01543 432 842

3. Parish Council Meetings 
 
Why not attend a Parish Council  
Meeting? They are held on the first 
Monday of every month except Bank 
holidays and in August when the council 
doesn’t meet...for summer holidays! They 
start at 7.30pm and almost immediately 
open the floor to public participation 
for 15 minutes. You don’t need to stay 
all evening after you have had your say 
(although you are welcome to stay and 
observe but legally cannot comment or 
vote). Alternatively, call or Email David to 
clarify timings or have a subject added to 
the agenda if you can’t make it in person or 
are concerned that the public participation 
slot will not suffice.

4. Social Media 
 
You can ‘Comment’ anytime on Facebook or 
message the Council through Facebook…
we would welcome more interaction here if 
possible. Go to: https://www.facebook.com/
WhittingtonFisherwickParishCouncil/

5. Call Any Council Member 
Call any council member - all names and  
contact details are published on the  
inside front cover of every issue of  
‘Connect’ or on the website at  
www.whittingtonandfisherwick.org.uk

The Parish Council is considering running 
‘drop-in surgeries’ on Village Market Day 
in The Village Hall - if there is any interest. 
Why not feedback to us via one of the 
methods suggested above - Connect with 
the Council and Have Your Say! We look 
forward to hearing from you.

We may not be able to solve everything, 
but we are willing to listen.
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Cllr Garry Hyde, Chairman of WFPC

Cllr John Heeler

Countryside Fair Cancellation 2021

Save The Dates: Platinum Jubilee 2022  
Friday 3rd/Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th June 2022

There have been numerous discussions and 
research between the Fair Committee and 
myself into whether the Countryside Fair 
should go ahead this year. The Government’s 
shambolic guidance has not been at all helpful 
in terms of what is allowed and what should 
be put in place to ensure the event does not 
increase the spread of this still deadly disease. 
The latest uncertainty surrounding ‘Pinging’ 
followed by self-isolation has to be a factor in 
our decision.

With numbers still rising, especially locally, and 
not knowing how many people would attend and 
the possible consequences of many thousands 
using Bit End Field, a review of the viability of 
holding the Fair had to be undertaken. 

Many factors were considered, especially 
those in the interests of Public Safety and to 
protect the residents of the Parish, especially our 
vulnerable residents. 

This decision has not been taken lightly and may 
indeed be contentious but as a Parish Council we 

are very mindful that this infection has not gone 
away. It would not be possible to monitor those 
attending to see if they have been either double 
vaccinated or tested and found to be Covid Free, 
or even monitor temperatures on the day.

For these and indeed other reasons concerning 
the rise in Hospital cases and lack of intensive 
care beds and pressure on the already 
overstretched NHS, the Parish Council has 
decided not to hold the Fair this year. 

The Parish Council is planning to organise a 
Community Event on Bit End Field around the 
The Queens Platinum Jubilee 2022.

Suggestions of a ‘Picnic Day’ with various Music 
genres, possible entertainment & catering + side 
stalls have been suggested. When the remnants 
of COVID hopefully curtail and confidence in the 
safety of all volunteers or attendants is resolved, 
plans will proceed and a date shared in future 
editions of Connect, via Local Noticeboards, 
Social Media and The Parish Council website. So...

Save The Dates: Platinum Jubilee 2022  
Friday 3rd/Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th June 2022 
& Watch This Space

  

WHITTINGTON

CRAFT & COUNTRY
FAIR 2021

CANCELLED!
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11

Gary Young, PR Co-ordinator, St Giles Hospice

Fundraisers Hit the Streets of 
Whittington for Cycle Autumn

Fantastic fundraisers of all ages and abilities 
will be visiting Whittington once more on 
Sunday 5th September when Cycle Autumn 
returns to St Giles Hospice. The event 
follows the amazing success of Cycle Spring 
in May. Taking on three new routes, riders 
smashed records by raising more than 
£39,800 to support patients and families 
living with a terminal illness.

Cycle Autumn will begin and end at the 
Whittington hospice, with start times staggered 
from 7.30am. Cyclists will set out on rides of 
26, 52, 75 or 100 miles and the usual traffic 
measures will be in place at the hospice 
entrance.  Early bird entry is £31.50 (usually 
priced £35) and closes at midnight on 31st July. 
The event will be taking place in accordance 
with all COVID-19 guidelines.

Chloe Herbert, Head of Fundraising at St 
Giles Hospice, said: “We were thrilled by the 
support we received from our wonderful 
Cycle Spring fundraisers in May. The 
enthusiasm shown by all of our supporters at 
being able to take part in an event again was 
truly inspiring. As our first organised event 
since the COVID-19 pandemic started, Cycle 
Spring was really important for St Giles and the 
families we care for, and we’re really looking 
forward to welcoming our cycling fundraisers 
back in September. We’d also really like to thank 
the people of Whittington for their ongoing 
support and for being so enthusiastic about 
the work that we do and so welcoming to 
our fundraisers and supporters.”

For information or to join the event visit  
www.stgileshospice.com/cycleautumn
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Megan Barr

Whittington Craft Club Meets Again!

Actually, we haven’t really stopped meeting. 
We may have been spotted picnicking in 
Swan Park, or at Woodhouse Farm, or in 
Elford Walled Garden. Indeed, we have made 
the most of our time in lockdown, and have 
even had a couple of on-line workshops, 
but nothing beats a good gathering with tea, 
cake and chat. 

If you have taken up a craft of some sort over 
the past months, or have revived some old 

skills and would like to come along and share 
some time with us on a Thursday afternoon 
in the Maurice Fisher Lounge of the Village 
Hall, do get in touch with Megan on 07870 
100005. We generally “do our own thing”…
perhaps knitting, or beading, or embroidery, 
amongst others… with occasional workshops 
to stretch our skills and minds a little, and we 
always welcome the opportunity to eat cake, 
whether in house or on our occasional trips! 
Don’t be shy…give us a go.

Megan Barr

Sunbeams is Back!

By the time you read this, you may have 
spotted an excited group of parents and 
children touring the village and surrounding 
area on one of Rob Gray’s brilliant tractor 
rides. What a great way for Sunbeams to 
meet up again and, for some of the smallest 
members of the party, to learn what other 
children look like!

We managed one meeting in the church hall 
before that, where it was wonderful to meet 
friends old and new, to spot the Sunbeams 
sunflowers outside the church hall, to sing some 
songs and do crafty things, and to play and chat. 

 We kept within the current numbers allowed, 
(just), but hopefully there will be room for more 
by now. We will be starting up again after the 
summer break on Wednesday September 8th, 
10.30 to 12.00, and anyone from age 0 to 4 is 
welcome so long as they bring a grown-up with 
them. No charge, though a small donation for 
drinks and biscuits is always welcome. 

If you want to join our WhatsApp group, 
just text Megan on 07870 100005, or give 
her a ring to have a chat if you wish.
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Steve Barr

Cllr H Warburton, District Councillor for Whittington and Streethay Ward

Whittington and Fisherwick Fairtrade

Councillor Community Grants

By the time you read 
this, some of you will have 
enjoyed the 2021 Fairtrade 
Local and Organic Wine and 
Food Tasting – and the rest 
of you will have missed it! 

We had to cancel last year, of course – for the 
first time since Whittington and Fisherwick 
became Fairtrade villages in 2012 – and wait 
till the end of July before we could pick up 
our glasses again. 

A new feature this year was a link up with 
Buzzards Valley, whose Peter Viggers introduced 
us to three wines – a red, a white and a sparkling 
rosé – from their own vineyard. If you do not 
know about Buzzards Valley, it’s well worth a 
visit – not just for wine – and is only fifteen 
minutes by car from Whittington. Food and drink 
were also provided by the Co-op (both the 
Whittington and the Boley Park stores), Tesco, 
M&S, Woodhouse Farm, Bore Street Bakery and 
the Cheese Cavern, with further support from 
Majestic Wine. STOP PRESS - THIS EVENT IS ON 
HOLD FOR THE MOMENT.

If you have taken any pictures of a village or 
local scene over the last year, why not submit 
your favourite one for possible inclusion in the 
2022 Fairtrade calendar? It needs to be landscape 
format and of good technical quality. Just send it 

as an email attachment to Steve Barr – address 
below.

And don’t forget the homemade Fairtrade 
goodies at the Village Market on the Bell car park 
on the third Saturday of the month.

To keep up to date with events, please check 
Facebook. Contact Steve or Megan Barr on 
01543 432605 or stevebarruk@yahoo.com to 
find out more about Fairtrade in Whittington 
and Fisherwick.

An annual grant of up to £300 is now 
available from every District Councillor for 
community projects. The minimum application 
amount is £50. This is a pilot project for 2 
years and applications can be made between 
12th July and 30th November, or until the £300 
has all been allocated.

Please visit the LDC website;  
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/councillorfund

Please contact any of your local Councillors in 
the first instance: Cllr. David Leytham; Cllr. Harry 
Warburton; Cllr. Alan White. Contact details 
are on the Lichfield District Council website.

13
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Mike Kinghan

Whittington Open Gardens 2021

Where shall I begin to tell you what a fantastic 
event this was? The gardens were truly amazing! 
Each one with its own special charm. The 
unusual plants, the vegetables mixed with the 
flowers, lots of wild areas in most gardens. The 
positioning of a seat here or a mirror there to 
reflect; so many clever ideas to inspire, take 
home and use in your own garden. 

Feedback when people came out was wonderful, 
all had been truly overwhelmed and moved 
by the experience. (Sounds melodramatic but 
true -witnessed a number of times.) We thank 
the garden openers most sincerely on behalf of 
nearly 1,000 people who attended; they gave us a 
wonderful weekend.

In terms of refreshments we thank The Dog, 
The Bell and the Co-op. Whittington guides 
were raising money for their funds, New Fulfen 
Cottage made 175 cream teas to raise £500 for 
St Giles hospice (350 scones!). Tarte au Citroen 

served delicious food and drinks adding a vintage 
feel to the event with people sitting on chairs, 
benches and grass outside the Village Hall. 

For the serious stuff our thanks must go to the 
sponsors encouraged by the very able John Smith 
who also organised the parking team. Thanks 
to Karen Tatlow and Ken Booker for publicity & 
media. Lynn Beal was head of planning and the 
event supported by the WFEG committee. Well 
Done Lynn! 

The money raised from this event will support 
WFEG future projects. Do visit our website 
www.wfeg.org.uk or the Whittington and 
Fisherwick Environment Group Facebook page 
for more information.

Our thanks go to Ken Booker for these 
beautiful photographs
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Lisa Fenton, District Commissioner

Fred Stack

Girlguiding Whittington

Whittington Wednesday Club

Thankfully, all units have returned to meet face 
to face, once again learning new skills and taking 
on new challenges. It has been fantastic to see 
the girls in person, many who have not met in 
person before. Hearing the chitter chatter and 
laughter of the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 
has been fantastic and reminds us leaders why 
we continue to volunteer.

 Units continue to be busy with several Rainbow 
and Brownies achieving their GOLD awards - 
the highest awards possible in their sections. We 
are also really pleased to be supporting several 
Guides on the Duke of Edinburgh journey as 
volunteer Young Leaders.

Unfortunately, there are no summer adventures 
this year, however leaders are busy planning for 
when we return after the holidays and hopefully 
we can once again start to plan camps and 
indoor holidays.

Finally, like all charities, we are so very grateful to 
the selfless leaders who more than ever over the 
past 18 months, have given their time and carried 

on adapting to the way we run meetings. Over 
the summer we are losing some leaders who are 
off on their own personal adventures. We wish 
them the very best. This means that we are on 
the lookout for volunteers to help us run the 
very active and vibrant units we have each week. 

If you feel you would like to know more and get 
involved to inspire young girls please drop us a 
line at whittingtondistrictgirlguiding@gmail.com

As always a huge thank you to all the volunteers 
who help GirlGuiding Whittington and continue 
to inspire the girls they work with.

We are pleased to announce that, unless 
more restrictions are placed upon us, we will 
have activities to see us through to the end 
of 2021 and into 2022. It is our intention to 
re-open on Wednesday, 11th August with a 
social afternoon then and on the 25th where, I 
have no doubt, there will have a lot of catching 
up to do. Once underway, our meetings will 
be held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month from 2 – 4pm.  

When we meet in September on the 8th and 
22nd you can look forward either to an Afternoon 
Tea or a social afternoon. In October we will 
have our long-awaited film show “Downton 

Abbey”, either on the 13th or 27th. Moving on 
to November, we will have our Fish & Chip 
Lunch. An interim programme will be available 
on the 11th of August. In December (nearly 
Christmas) we welcome the return of the 
Black Country duo “Dandy”. Early 2022 we 
see the return of the Whittington Wednesday 
Club Players doing another arrangement of a 
Panto – Oh Yes You Will!

Looking forward to seeing you all again.

The Whittington Wednesday  
Club Committee
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Anne Hiskins

Rosemary Smith

Whittington Women’s Institute

Whittington Flower Club

Summer has arrived and hopefully we are 
near the end of restrictions. Our WI has been 
continuing with zoom meetings and we have 
had some different speakers - one was even 
a magician, and this worked very well. The 
magician usually works on cruise ships so he 
had to adapt to a very different way of showing 
his skills and he was excellent.

In place of a June speaker we held a tea party 
in Anne’s garden. It was a lovely day and the 
sun did come out for a while but it was so 
nice to see friends again face to face. Everyone 
got very comfortable and the last to leave 
were at about 6pm. Lots of lovely cakes were 
served - being WI there was a large selection 
including some beautiful meringues and choux 
pastry buns covered in chocolate and filled 
with cream. Strawberries with cream were also 
served. For light entertainment everyone was 
asked to bring an empty 2 litre milk container 

and a pair of scissors. From this all were shown 
how to make a large white bird to hang in the 
garden. This was a fun thing to do, and it was 
commented on like Blue Peter!!

The July meeting will take the form of an 
outing and we have other surprises in store too. 
If you would like to come and join us we meet 
on the second Wednesday of the month at 
7.30pm in the Village hall.

This friendly village club meets at 7.30pm 
on the 4th Wednesday of each month 
in the Village Hall. We generally have a 
demonstrator who does 4/5 designs, which 
are raffled afterwards, and talks about flowers 
and foliage and how to grow them. We also 
have practical workshops where you can have 
a go yourself.

Here is the Club Diary;

• 22 September - Jane Pugh “Oh What a Find”

• 27 October - Emma Remington “As we go 
down to the Woods”

• 24 November - Ian Buxton “Christmas 
Demonstration”

• 15 December - Sara Barrow a Zoom 
demonstration for Christmas 2022

• 26 January - Alison Suffolk “Simply Flowers”

• 22 February - Practical Workshop with Karen 
Wakefield

• 25 March - Tony Brown “For the Love of 
Flowers”

• 28 April - AGM with Speaker

A £20 subscription will give you all the 
above, or come as a visitor for £5. For more 
information see the website or contact Kathryn 
433338, Rosemary 432848, or Lynne 432202, 
www.wfas.org.uk
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John Butler, Club Secretary

Cllr Garry Hyde

Whittington Cricket Club

Beating the Litter Bug

Following on from last year’s reduced playing 
schedule, the 2021 season has seen both senior 
and junior sections fully involved.

At senior level, three Saturday and one Sunday 
side have been involved in both league and cup 
action. Boosted by the arrival of the Zimbabwean 
professional Innocent Kaia, the first X1 have 
performed well, leading the First Division of the 
East Staffs Club Championship for long periods. 
Unfortunately, the second and third teams have 
struggled to remain competitive due to a lack of 
certain key players. In knock out competitions, 
the first team competed with success in both the 
League and Brewery Cups. The Sunday side eased 
their way back into the Lichfield and District 
Sunday League after a year away.

The undoubted success of the Junior Section 
has again been the young All Stars, joined this 
season by the Dynamos. Youngsters have flocked 
to the Vicarage Lane ground on Friday evenings 
throughout the summer, where they have thrown 
themselves into the action, supported by their 
families and coaches. Once again, Whittington 
CC can proudly claim the biggest uptake of 

youngsters within Staffordshire clubs. Many of 
the newly formed Dynamos have already proved 
themselves to be ready to join the Under 10 side. 

The popular President’s Day, which because 
of COVID 19 did not take place in 2020, 
was set in place again this season for August 
Bank Holiday Monday.

Due to restrictions and protocols dressing 
rooms were out of the equation early in 
the season although following government 
announcements that did change. Sadly, we have 
not been able to provide teas. However we did 
host a Staffordshire County game in mid-July - 
the Under 11’s v Worcestershire.

The Parish Council has been actively 
promoting the Lichfield Litter Legends scheme, 
which provides equipment for members of the 
Community who are willing and able to use 
their spare time to pick up litter and tidy up the 
Parish. The Council is very proud of all those 
who have signed up and the work they are 
doing, and although Peter Hollis was given an 
award, he did dedicate this to the work of his 
fellow Litter Legends.

The whole Parish is starting to look tidier, but it 
is up to us all to ‘do our bit’. Firstly, take your litter 

home with you. Secondly, just pick up a piece of 
litter rather than pass it by. Thirdly, just take a little 
responsibility for the area around your home to 
keep it tidy of litter and free of weeds. 

The Parish and District Councils have 
finite resources and cannot afford to keep 
everywhere as clean and tidy as we would like 
to in an ideal world. Just a little help from all 
able residents would go a very long way to 
beating the litter bugs.

Thank you
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Steve Barr

David Jones

 Free Publicity For Your Organisation

Whittington Bowling Club  
Survives the Pandemic - Just!

A copy of the Lichfield Chronicle Week is 
delivered to most households in the village – 
and you can pick one up free of charge from 

the Newsagents 
if yours does not 
land on your mat 
on a Thursday 
or Friday. There 
is a Whittington 
Village News 
section in every 
edition – and, 
following an 
approach from 
the editor, this 
now appears in 
the Tamworth 
Herald as well. 

 Steve Barr and Frank Bartlett work hard to 
gather material for the column – a particularly 
challenging task during lockdown as there was 
so little going on. Now that clubs and societies 
are beginning to meet again and other activities 
and events are starting up, why not let us know 
about anything you are involved in – regular 
club activities and one-off events? We need 
your contribution no later than the weekend 
before publication, and photos or other images 
are welcome. And if you have views on any 
aspect of life in and around Whittington, try that 
on us as well.

Please send your copy as an email to 
whittingtonvoice@gmail.com and make our 
lives, as village correspondents, a little easier. 
Thank you.

Recent times have been hard for all of us. 
Shut off from friends, family and most of the 
rest of the world, or so it seemed, for such a 
long time. A long dreary winter, stuck indoors, 
with immediate family only and company 
from television and radio, perhaps Netflix and 
social media, and the news.

Throughout, the Bowls Club has had a small 
group of hardy volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly through rain and snow - (well, maybe 
not!) to maintain the Green. It has been fertilised, 
treated for moss, mown and even Verticut, a 
process unknown to most members.

A landmark was passed in Mid-June, when the 
Committee met for the first time since early 
2020. Granted, it was an outdoor meeting, 
trying to make ourselves heard over the 
passing tractors etc.

As a Club, we now have 30 members less than 
in 2019, and this season we have enough players 
(just!) to compete in two leagues compared 
to the five we would play in more normal 
circumstances. Luckily, we have recruited two 
new members.

Lichfield Community Lottery began a few 
months ago, donating money to good causes. 
Just buy a weekly ticket for £1, and nominate 
which Good Cause will receive 50p out of 
every £1. Anyone can join, the more the 
merrier. It’s a small source of income that’s 
very welcome.

Crown Green Bowling is a nationally played 
sport, with recognised health benefits and fun for 
all ages. Come along and have a go!
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Terry Tricker

Whittington & Fisherwick Good Neighbour 
Scheme – Chairman’s Report

Firstly, I would like to offer my condolences 
to the families and friends of the volunteer and 
clients whom we have lost during the pandemic. 
It has been an incredibly difficult time for all of 
us but membership of and the support of the 
GNS has helped a bit and maybe will more so in 
the future.

Amidst the horror of the period there have been 
some positives. The fact that many of our clients 
were able to receive support from family and 
physical neighbours who are not usually around 
to help.  A group of new, younger volunteers who 
joined up and formed half of the Covid crew 
did an incredible job in transporting clients safely 
to hospital and other medical appointments.  To 
minimise the risk of Covid transfer through 
handling money we decided to make all transport 
throughout the pandemic free of charge. One of 
the few downsides of the pandemic coming to an 
end is that our clients will have to return to paying 
the standard tariff for journeys again.

Finally, the receipt of the Queens Award for 
Voluntary Service. Who would have believed just 
over 6 years ago at our tentative start that we 
would have achieved such national recognition? It 
is a reflection on the ongoing commitment of our 
dedicated volunteers over the period. Not only 
have they completed many jobs, but they have 
done it in a caring compassionate way. It is equally 

true that we have had some super clients over the 
years who have always been appreciative, never 
taken us for granted and it has been a joy to serve 
and support them. Some of our clients’ letters 
over the years paying tribute to our volunteers 
were shared with the Deputy Lieutenant of 
Staffordshire who carried out our final assessment 
for the award. She was visibly moved by them.

 For me, this is a time of mixed emotions. I intend 
to stand down from the role of Chair at Christmas 
after 7 years in the role. It has brought me 
immense pleasure and satisfaction over the years 
at the end of my career, but it will be good to have 
a bit more free time! I would like to thank those 
many volunteers and clients who have given me 
support and encouragement over the period. 

I look forward to continuing as a volunteer and 
duty officer whilst I am able under new leadership. 

Our client base has expanded during 
Covid and demand for our services, 
as the NHS opens up for routine 
appointments, has increased significantly. 
If you have a few hours to spare each 
month your help would be much 
appreciated and I know you would 
find it rewarding.
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CUTLERY, TABLEWARE 
AND GIFT STORE

THE UK’S
LARGEST

SAVE AN 
EXTRA 

10% WITH 
THIS 

ADVERT

BR
IT

ISH
 CRAFTSMAN

SH
IP

Proud 
supporters of

Huge savings on high street, 
retail and online prices. 

You won’t find this 
anywhere else

Creating beautiful 
cutlery, silverware 

and gifts has been our 
passion since 1902. 

Present in store. 
Terms and Conditions Apply

FREE PARKING

OPENING HOURS: 
MON/TUES/WEDS 9AM-4PM 
CLOSED THURSDAY 
FRI 9AM-4PM 
SAT 10AM-4PM 
CLOSED SUNDAY

ARTHUR PRICE, 
BRITANNIA WAY, 
LICHFIELD 
WS14 9UY

01543 267324

ARTHURPRICEINLICHFIELD.CO.UK

Please be aware that the shop is located on 
the first floor via a staircase. If access is an 
issue we have a ground floor room available 
where products can be brought down for 
viewing by our dedicated customer 
service team.
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