Don’t Fall For The Following Scams
David Walton, Parish Clerk
Here are a few of the type of tricks these
scammers try:
(i) Phishing: An email scam where you appear
to get a message from a legitimate source, such
as your bank. A link in the email goes to a fake
website which collects your information. Never
click the links in a suspicious email.
(ii) Investment scams: Generally a phone
based scam.You are encouraged to hand over
money to invest in a company or product,
which doesn’t really exist. Report to the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) or report
it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040,
or online at ActionFraud.police.uk
(iii) Pension scams: Since 2015, retirees are able
to access large sums of money from pension
pots. An unfortunate side-effect has been this
group is now being targeted by scammers.
(iv) Authorised push payment fraud: The goal
of this scam is to get you to voluntarily authorise
a payment to the scammers.This often occurs
when you’re in the process of buying a house,
having building work done on your home or
booking a holiday. Check the company you
expect to be paying did send you the email and
the bank details match.
(v) Safe account scams: You will be contacted,
usually on the phone by someone claiming to
be from your bank.They will say your account
has been compromised and encourage you to
transfer all of your money from your bank to
a ‘safe account’. If you’ve been contacted by
phone, just hang up.

(vi) Pharming: The scammers target a website
you are visiting.You type in the correct website
address, but you then get directed to a fake
version, where you inadvertently put in your login
details and secure information. Be observant
when logging into websites and look-out for
suspicious website addresses.
(vii) Smishing: Scammers will contact you by text
claiming to be from your bank saying you need
to update your personal details, or there is some
kind of issue. Call the number on your card and
find out if they have tried to contact you. Don’t
click any links in text messages.
(viii) Door to door scams: These scammers
knock on your door and try and scam you by
trying to sell you a product or service. Anyone
you suspect of trying to scam you should be
reported to the police.
(ix) Dating fraud: Some fraudsters will connect
with you on a dating website using a fake profile.
Once you’ve become involved they will start
asking for money.
(x) Taxman HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC):
HMRC recently warned customers about hoax
calls from scammers pretending to be the
taxman.The caller tells you that you’re due a tax
rebate and asks you for your bank details so the
money can be paid into your account.There is
no money and the scammer obtains your bank
details for personal use.
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Addressing the Climate, Ecological and
Environmental Emergency - your ideas please
Cllr Mike Kinghan
At its September meeting your Parish
Council recognised that our planet is facing
an unprecedented climate, ecological and
environmental emergency and expressed its
determination to do what it could to help to
alleviate these deeply concerning issues.The
Council acknowledged the need to make its
contribution to preventing further global heating
by achieving net zero carbon as soon as possible
and to supporting the reversal in the steep
declines in biodiversity that have taken place in
recent decades.
We have a great foundation on which to
build through the valuable work which has
been carried out by Whittington and Fisherwick
Environment Group in encouraging carbon
reduction through energy efficiency and

renewable energy, particularly solar, and also in
supporting wildlife via projects such as Jubilee
Orchard, Swan Meadow and others.The Parish
has achieved widespread recognition as a pioneer
in developing a ‘green’ community. We want to
build on and enhance this reputation.
We have set up a Working Party to consider
the problems and to come up with a programme
of actions to address them.This has to involve
the whole community to be effective and the
Working Party would like to hear your ideas on
how our Parish can further reduce dependence
on fossil fuels and encourage a thriving
environment for wildlife. Please get in touch and
let us have your ideas and suggestions by emailing
mike.kinghan1@gmail.com and let us know if you
would like to join the working party.
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Chairman’s Report
December 2020

Your New Parish Councillor

Cllr Garry Hyde

Mike Kinghan

This is my first report as the new Chairman
of the Parish Council, having been elected
in September. I need to thank my fellow
Councillors for having the confidence to elect
me and also to thank Martyn, my predecessor,
for his 8 years as a Councillor, five of them as
Chairman. I was his Vice Chairman and we
worked with the Parish Clerk, David Walton,
as an effective management team. Martyn made
many improvements to the Council itself and
the Community at large. Happy retirement
Martyn to you and Anna. We welcomed Mike
Kinghan on board as a new Councillor and Paul
Jansz has taken over my role as Vice Chairman.
I know we will all work together to continue to
be an effective Parish Council.
The Parish started to open up again, albeit
slowly, with the pubs and other businesses
re-opening, the Pavilion, Cricket Club and Village
Hall opening up on a limited basis. All this with
the proper and necessary safeguarding, but
unfortunately we again had to go into lockdown
until early December. Let us hope we emerge
in tier one and can look forward to meeting up
with family at Christmas.

Although this pandemic has been going on for
a time and we are starting to get tired of all
the restrictions we must not forget to keep in
touch with neighbours and those to whom just a
friendly phone call or a quick chat makes a world
of difference.
The Parish Council continues sharing
information on a regular basis on its website and
social media page, and we are grateful for ‘What’s
happening Whittington’ as well for providing a
forum for sharing and keeping in touch.
We had some good news, however, that
the Good Neighbours Scheme received a
Commendation from the Lord Lieutenant
of Staffordshire and Sebbie Hall has been
recognised for his acts of kindness and raising
over £5000.00. Well done to both.
Sounds strange, but I hope that everyone in the
Parish has a safe Christmas and an earnest wish
that 2021 is a better year for all.

In 2016 I was honoured to receive an MBE for
services to biodiversity and the environment in
Staffordshire and the West Midlands.

I have lived in Whittington for 38 years, more
than half my lifetime, and raised 3 children
here with my wife, Julia. As some will know I
was a founder of Whittington and Fisherwick
Environment Group (WFEG) in 2007 and have
worked closely with the Parish Council on a
range of projects, most notably the Community
Orchard at Jubilee Park, Swan Meadow, bulb
planting and the Main Street troughs. I have also
served as School Governor both for Whittington
School and King Edward’s and have co-ordinated
the Parish’s successful entries for Heart of
England in Bloom in recent years.

I am deeply concerned about environmental
issues and the future of our planet, particularly
climate change and the steep decline in our
wildlife.Though these are matters that require
global and national action, there is much that
needs to be done at local level and I will have a
particular focus on helping the Council develop
its plans to tackle these emergencies.Think global,
Act local!

I have been retired for several years having
previously worked in local government, for the
Wildlife Trusts, in social research, and have also
run my own consultancy business. I have a strong
interest in public affairs generally and a particular
background in fund-raising.

I am much looking forward to working with our
great team at the Council and supporting the
work to preserve and enhance the qualities that
make our Parish such a lovely place to live.

Mike Kinghan,
Newest Parish Councillor

Whittington History Society Research Group
June Thorne
Thank you, thank you and thank you for
your contributions to the Society’s archive of
Whittington in Lockdown 2020. We are so
impressed with the amount of time and thought
Whittington people have given to the accounts
of their lives when locked down. We now
have a wonderfully varied amount of prose,
poetry (one poem), photographs and drawings.
The schoolchildren’s drawings are especially
poignant and their tales of home schooling
are an education.

As your newest Parish Councillor
(at the time of writing) here is a
brief introduction.

A start has been made, thanks to Pat Wood, in
putting all the contributions into some sort of
order, although there are still one or two aspects
of village life needed to give a complete picture.
We are hoping to gather them in soon.
After this our task will be to put something on to
the Society’s website and then a report will be
made to you all.
Meanwhile all of your contributions will be kept
safely and they will ultimately go to join the rest
of the archive at the Village Hall.

Update on repairs to Cappers Lane
Cllr Chris Millar
The Parish Council has recently received some
very welcome news regarding the proposed
repairs to the short stretch of Cappers Lane
between the junction with Lichfield Road and
the sharp bend.Tim Heminsley from County
Highways has confirmed that work is due to
commence on 25th January 2021 for 2 weeks.
Tim has emphasised that dates can and do

change due to other factors such as over-run on
other schemes, weather conditions and of course
Covid. At the moment Tim has been unable
to give details of possible road closures/traffic
management but has promised to let us know
as soon as possible. Any further information
or updates on this will be posted on the Parish
Council website and Facebook page.
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Environment Committee Meeting
Current Update

Whittington and
Fisherwick Fairtrade

Cllr Garry Hyde

Steve and Megan Barr

The Parish Environment Committee had a
‘virtual ’meeting on Zoom on Wednesday 14th
October 2020. It was, as always, an extremely
full agenda. The following items of interest were
discussed and the current status of items is as
follows: -

Areas also under review are concerned with
tackling social loneliness, cycle and pathways, as
well as tree works. We have around two hundred
and fifty trees within the Parish and these have to
be audited and surveyed on a regular basis and
necessary remedial work carried out.

Health and Safety Issues - Now a standing item
on all agendas but no current issues raised.The
Health and Safety Committee are working on
new risk and hazard assessments

Recreational Issues - All the recreational areas
continue to be discussed. Work has continued to
smooth bumps on the BMX Track and remove
invasive weeds. The chain across Swan Meadow
has now been removed and bollards put in place
to allow easier access to pedestrians, whilst
preventing unauthorised vehicles accessing.

Countryside Fair - Plans remain on hold as the
Fair has become a casualty of Covid-19.
We will be looking to hold a Fair in 2021.
Whittington and Fisherwick Environment
Group (WFEG) - The Parish Council continues
its close links with WFEG regarding climate
and environmental issues.There is an ongoing
initiative for a plastic free Parish and a recycling
scheme and we are awaiting a presentation on
this topic.There is a move to look at re-wilding
of some of the Parish in terms of planting to
assist in the protection and hopefully return of
declining wildlife species.There will be more bulb
planting in the Parish to augment the current
river of flowers.
Council Priorities - The ongoing plan to provide
a new children’s play area on Bit End Field for
the younger members of the community is
progressing. We are currently awaiting costings
from suppliers before looking for funding.
Heathland restoration and use of the Old Playing
Fields in Common Lane is still under discussion,
but again the current situation means a delay,
probably until next year to undertake survey
work. Climate change and other environment
issues continue to be discussed and a Policy and
Action plan is being finalised to consider ways
to reduce our carbon footprint, better use of
resources, use of local business and produce, and
try to alleviate social isolation.

Grounds Maintenance - The new contract
drawn up this year merging maintaining verges
and clearing weeds from gutters with the grass
cutting contract has worked extremely well and
has now been completed.This has made a big
difference to the overall look of the Parish.
Litter Picking - We had to cancel our organised
litter picks, but we are grateful to all those
residents who have been playing their part and
picking up litter on their walks.The Parish is
looking quite tidy, save for the odd blip in Swan
Park, Bit End Field or Jubilee Park.Thank you and
keep up the good work.
Half Moon on Main Street - The half-moon
pavement area on Main Street incorporating
the bus stop, opposite Back Lane has been the
subject of consultation and ongoing discussion.
No firm decision has been reached and the
whole project is under review to ensure it is not
only acceptable to residents but has cost benefit.
If any resident has any comments, favourable or
otherwise, or any suggestions or initiatives please
contact the Parish Council.

“Another year” (to quote Wordsworth in one of
his sonnets) and definitely time to buy your 2021
Whittington Fairtrade Calendar, if you have not
done so yet. A stunning full colour A4 picture
of a village or local scene for each month – plus
an extra one on the cover – all taken by local
photographers. The calendar is produced in
conjunction with the Good Neighbour Scheme
and each month is supported by a village
organisation. Ideal to hang on your own wall, or
to give as a present – particularly to family or
friends who have moved away. Just £6 from the
Pharmacy.

As flagged up in the August edition, our
Fairtrade Village status has been formally
renewed till 2022 – and we have the certificate
to prove it. The citation recognises everything
that has been achieved in the past few years
and that Fairtrade has become part of daily life
in Whittington and Fisherwick. Thank you to
everyone who supports us and our events.
Contact Steve or Megan Barr on 01543
432605 or stevebarruk@yahoo.com if you
would like to be involved in any way or just
know more.

Fairtrade home baked goodies have been
available on the Church stall at the Village Market
for the last six months, and we hope (to be
confirmed) to run our ever popular lucky dip
bottle bag stall – every one guaranteed a winner
– as a joint venture with the Church at the
Christmas market on 12th December. If you have
any spare (empty!) bottle bags, please let us have
them, or drop them into the Newsagents for us.

Whittington Village Hall
The Committee
Having been made COVID secure, the
Village Hall was excited to be able to open
its doors to both old and new hirers on the
14th Sept. Unfortunately due to restrictions on
numbers some of our larger groups such as
Wednesday Club and WI have not been able to
return to us.
At the present time we are not taking bookings
for parties as COVID restrictions preclude this
type of activity.

Regrettably the Committee has decided to
cancel this year’s Carols Round the the Tree
again because of restrictions on the numbers
the hall can accommodate and the regulations
regarding ‘mingling’.
The Committee would like to take
this opportunity to wish everyone a very merry
Christmas and we all hope that 2021 will be a
better year for all of you.
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The Anglican Parish
Church of Saint Giles

An update on the
Bit End Field Playground Project

Father Jason, Parish Priest

Cllr Julia Spencer and Megan Barr

My time as parish priest here draws to a
close as I move to take up a new role as the
Rector of the Mid Trent team of Churches. It
has been a real privilege to be the parish priest
sharing in the care of the Bishop of Lichfield for
Whittington,Fisherwick and Huddlesford. I’ve
loved engaging with a huge diversity of people
in equally diverse ways. I thank very many
people for their encouragement and support;
being a blessing to me. Thank you too for the
countless expressions of thanks and kindness in
different ways as I prepare to move. I am deeply
touched and thankful.
It has been wonderful to be invited into the
sacred moments of baptism, marriage and
death… an honour to journey with very many
people as their lives change from those moments
onwards. I hope I have been a witness and sign to
God’s blessing and love in those most special and
holy of times.

and the Good Neighbours Scheme in the special
work each does in the service of others.
Throughout my time as parish priest, I have made
it my aim to ensure local people know that St
Giles’ church is alive and breathing; that it is an
inclusive and positive place to meet God in the
rhythm of our lives. I pray for the village and also
that St Giles’ Church continues in its mission to
serve the village and to be a spiritual, Eucharistic
church with the love of Christ firmly at its heart.
Whilst there is no priest the primary contact
for St Giles Church is:
Ms Lynne Mills
WWH Parishes Administrator
Phone: 07721 767963
email: lynnewwh@outlook.com

You will remember that the Parish Council has
been working hard to find a way to improve the
play facilities on Bit End Field, particularly with
pre-school children in mind, so here is a brief
update and a request for you.
The original plans, seen and approved by many in
the village, placed a large amount of the scheme
near and amongst the trees to the west of the
Pavilion at the Bowling Green end of the field.
Unfortunately the advice from two experienced
tree-specialists was that we had to avoid
structural work in the area close to the trees for
their protection, so we now plan to have part of
the play area backing onto the Bowling Green
hedge at the end of the field.

We think we have packed a great deal of play
opportunity into a small space, whilst keeping
an attractive, natural-looking design, and would
like you to look carefully at the attached
plans and make any comments or suggest any
improvements, especially if you are likely to be a
future user! There will be a pair of bucket swings,
a disabled- friendly rocker and nest swing, and a
balance-bike track, in the original position nearer
to the trees.The Parish Council has already asked
for quotes for this revised plan from six different
companies, with a view to sourcing the best
outcome both financially and environmentally.
However we are not only open to comments
and suggestions from our users, but would very
much welcome them!
Please email your thoughts to
Julia Spencer (juliaj_spencer@hotmail.co.uk)
or Garry Hyde (gazmalloy@gmail.com)

A privilege of being a village parish priest is you
become the repository of people’s life stories as
well as their sadness, joys and their dreams. In this
context, ‘Will you pray for me Father Jason,’ has
become the most precious of words for me. It
has been a joy also to engage with the Hospice,
DMS Whittington, Elswick House Nursery School

Sunbeams at St Giles
Megan Barr
Wishes you all a very happy Christmas, especially
if this is your first Christmas! Whilst we are still
unable to meet in the flesh for stories, music and
general fun, we are still in touch on line. If you are
a baby or a small person up to age 4 and would
like your Grown-Up to join our WhatsApp group,
do tell them that they are very welcome Then

you can share in our videos of crafty things to do,
fun things for the garden, or just chat as a group
of friends.
Do please get in touch with
Megan (07870 100005) or Sue (07540 447478)
if you want to know more.
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Girlguiding Whittington

Happy Hedgehogs

Lisa Fenton, District Commissioner

Dave Murcott, WFEG

Like everyone since March life as a Rainbow,
Brownie, Guide or Ranger has been different.
However, this hasn’t stopped our spirits or sense
of adventure and leaders have certainly been
prepared, adapting and changing as the situation
evolves. Units have continued to be busy, running
weekly sessions virtually or delivering activity
packs to our members. Some of our new ways
of meeting include taking part in several virtual
camps and leaders have turned their hands at
being Blue Peter presenters showing girls how to
cook and make crafts live from their own homes.
During August, we held our ‘Whittington Goes
Worldwide’ - traveling through a different
continent each week. Girls took part in daily
challenges and a weekly Zoom which included
yoga, cooking biscuits and learning some

traditional dance moves. At end of term, over
300 badges were presented across Whittington,
including Gold Awards for Rainbows and
Brownies, the highest award they can achieve!
It may not be as we know it, but it has been the
highlight of the week for many leaders and girls,
whose enthusiasm and sense of fun has kept
everyone smiling. We would like to thank all the
parents for their continued support (especially
when it has involved cooking!) And would also
like to say thank to our volunteer leaders, who
have continued to deliver a fun packed evenings
and kept the spirit of Guiding very much alive.
If you or your daughter would like to
get involved then please get in touch
whittingtondistrictgirlguidng@gmail.com

Scout Friends

Whittington and Fisherwick Environment
Group (WFEG) is launching its latest project
and it wants you all to get involved! Hedgehogs
are loved by many of us but in recent years
their numbers have declined significantly
because of habitat loss and we can change that.
The British Hedgehog Preservation Society
(BHPS) describes how each hedgehog needs
an area equivalent to 30 football pitches to find
food. Fortunately, they are not territorial and
many hedgehogs will share the same space,
so, the creation of a hedgehog-friendly garden
may attract many different prickly visitors. But
fundamental to their survival are ‘Hedgehog
Highways’ that link these friendly habitats and,
although we already have some areas in the
village suitable for hedgehogs, they need far
more which need to be connected for our
prickly friends to thrive.

That’s where you come in! WFEG will provide
you with information and support to make your
garden hedgehog-friendly, through its website,
http://www.wfeg.org.uk/ , our Facebook page,
What’s Happening Whittington (WHW) on
Facebook and also local journals. Our aim is
to connect all the gardens so that hedgehogs
can criss-cross the village to find food. A map is
being prepared and will be regularly updated, as
more people join the scheme, to illustrate the
hedgehog-friendly spaces.
It is our hope that you’ll take part in this
project and spread the word, so that we can
become a safe and hog-friendly village and you
may contact Dave Murcott on 07823 324056
or any other member of WFEG for further
information or email us on info@wfeg.org.uk

Dave H (Skip)
Joy Sharp and her team have stood down
from running the Whittington Beaver Scouts.
The first meeting with the new leaders was an
opportunity to say our thanks to the retiring
Beaver team; Joy (Squirrel), Roy (Badger) and
Annette (No 11). Parents had a collection helped
by Nicola Holt and others which resulted in
presents of scrap books and a special afternoon
tea (Joy’s favourite sport) at Chatsworth House what a lovely surprise. Joy has been with us for an
incredible 28years, her dedication is amazing.
Memories - 26+ Sleepovers always meticulously
planned and wonderfully themed, Pirates,
Spacemen Knights, Harry Potter etc with
campfires, sword fights, lost keys and lots of food
with chips.
Shows; 7year-old boys singing and dancing, my
best memory was when Joy had them singing
‘When you wish upon a Star’ there was not a
dry eye in the house.

Badger has been an ever-present support for
Joy with stern humour and a famous end of night
question.There must be hundreds of former
Beaver Scouts who would say beavers was the
best time, full of excitement, learning, earning
badges and most important having fun and
making friends.
We will be having a big ‘Thank You’ event
to celebrate Joy and all her team’s Beaver
achievements as soon as Covid restrictions
allow, so to Joy (Squirrel), Roy (Badger) and
Annette (No 11) thank you so much for all
you have done for the 1st Whittington Scouts.

Great Autumn Winter Clean Up
Cllr Garry Hyde, Chairman
Unfortunately, the pandemic and subsequent
restrictions have drastically curtailed our litter
picking and clean-up of the Parish this year.
We are asking all residents if you can, pick
up a piece of litter on your journeys and put it in
one of the many litter bins scattered round
the Parish or possibly take it home with you if
it is recyclable.

Perhaps, if you have the time, you may be
willing to become a litter warden for your street?
Once a week a quick check and litter pick will
help greatly.
Let’s all pull together to make our villages nicer
places to live in
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Whittington School Nursery

St Giles Hospice Tree-Cycle campaign

Denise de Borde, Finance Officer

Gary Young, PR Co-ordinator

Do you know a child who will be 3 years old
by 31st August 2021? Then please spread the
word; applications for our school Nursery are
now open for September 2021!
Whittington School Nursery is a highly
successful Governor managed setting for 3-4 year
olds, to which places are allocated through school
as the Admissions’ Authority, in accordance
with its Admissions’ Policy. Our Nursery offers
places every weekday morning during term time,
with additional places available in the afternoon,
allowing working parents and carers to utilise
their extended 30 hours Early Education Funding
(EEF) and benefit from all day childcare in a
nurturing school environment.

For Reception classes starting in
September 2021, parents have to apply
online at Staffordshire County Council
between 1st November 2020 and 15th January
2021. Places are allocated by the County
Admissions’ Team according to the criteria
set by the government.You may view the
application details and criteria on the County
Website: www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/
Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx

In 2020 the Tree-Cycle collection picked up
3,200 Christmas trees, raising over £35,000 for
the hospice – more than double the 2019 total.
Now the charity is hoping even more people will
register to have their Christmas trees collected
this winter and is calling for volunteers to sign up
to help with local pick-ups.
Chloe Herbert, head of fundraising at St Giles
Hospice, said: “We’re absolutely delighted that
Tree-Cycle can go ahead as so many of our
fundraising events have had to be cancelled this
year due to COVID-19 and our shops have had
to close during lockdowns, heavily impacting

To apply for a place for September 2021, please
contact nursery@whittington.staffs.sch.uk or drop
in to the school office for an application pack and
prospectus. The closing date for applications is
31st January 2021 with places confirmed by
mid-February. Applications received after this
date will be subject to availability.

our income. But Tree-Cycle’s environmentallyfriendly doorstep collections are completely safe
and socially-distanced, and we’d ask everyone to
support us this year – we’ve never needed you
more than we need you today.”
Tree-Cycle will be collecting trees between
6th-13th January 2021.The minimum donation
for trees up to 8ft is £10 and £12 for trees up
to 10ft. For trees over 10ft, please call 01543
432538. Places must be booked by 5pm on
Wednesday 6th January 2021. St Giles Hospice
is advising people to book early and calling on
people to spread the word to make this the
most successful Tree-Cycle to date.
For more information about Tree-Cycle
visit www.stgileshospice.com/treecycle or
St Giles Hospice social media pages.

Increasing HS2 works around the village
Cllr John Cannon
Preparatory work on the main construction
site adjacent to Cappers Lane has been evident
for some months now – the erection of site
accommodation and tarmac laying in parking
areas is now approaching completion - and is
due to be finished by the turn of the year.

What will your child discover at Whittington
School Nursery?

Whittington Wednesday Club
Fred Stack and the Wednesday Club Committee
The Chairperson and Committee hope you are
all well and keeping clear of the Coronavirus. We
are sorry to say that with all the restrictions, all
club activities for 2020 and early 2021 have been
cancelled. No Christmas meal at the Down Inn
nor Panto at the Hippodrome. It looks unlikely

St Giles Hospice volunteers will be hitting the
streets of Whittington and surrounding areas
in January 2021 to collect Christmas trees in
return for a small donation.

the Club will meet again before March 2021.
Please look after yourselves and stay safe, hoping
we will all meet up again in the not too distant
future.Do try to have a Merry Christmas and all
the best for a Happy New Year.

Most will also be aware of the increasing activity
in other areas, characterised by a succession of
short term closures and related traffic diversions.
These are directed at preparing the route of the
line trace and entail the removal of vegetation
and the creation of a number of smaller satellite
bases including, in the case of the golf course,
demolition of the old club house.
By the time you read this the most significant
of these – the planned closure of Lichfield
Road - will probably be in place. As you would
expect the Parish Council challenged this
proposal, which includes using Church Street
as part of the diversion route, and invited a
contractor’s representative to attend the Zoom

based November Council meeting to explain
the reasoning behind it and closures on Broad
lane and Darnford Lane. Although our suggested
alternative of traffic light controlled single line
working was discounted on safety grounds as
mature trees are to be removed where the line
emerges from the golf course (where closure
Sandy Lane joins Lichfield Road now) we secured
the reduction of the planned closure to one
week and a deferral to the end of November
to allow adequate notice for Church Street
residents and organise alternative parking
arrangements.
Unfortunately, as the main construction
contract starts up, we are likely to see more
such disruption in the coming months. We will
adopt a similarly pro-active response, aimed at
minimising this disruption, inviting contractors’
representatives to meet us on an ongoing basis
and of course keep you updated. Thank you for
your patience and understanding.
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What’s Happening Whittington Lisa Mason & Anthony Miles
Admin team, WHW
Communities are constantly evolving and
keeping residents informed as well as gathering
feedback are key issues. Having worked with
many rural parishes to develop methods to
improve community engagement, Lisa Mason
turned her attention to Whittington.
“Whittington is a beautiful, rural village with
a proactive Parish Council and award-winning
environment group (WFEG). It benefits from
having many active groups and businesses, all
of which use social media to inform residents”,
states Lisa. “To enable residents to share feedback
and engage in ‘real-time’ discussions I set up
the What’s Happening Whittington page on
Facebook. It’s a place where anyone living or
working in the Parish can share news, events,
promote local services, ask for recommendations
and report issues”.

With the closure of the local waste site and
DIY shops during the first lockdown, the page
provided a way for residents to share items for
sale or rehoming and ask for any items they
needed. Not only did this help the Foodbank
collections but it was so successful that a
separate page ‘Whittington Buying, Selling and
Rehoming’ was set up for WHW members.
The WHW page has enabled the community
to connect, share news, debate local issues and
get to know one each other benefiting groups,
businesses and the Parish.

Anne Hiskins
Whittington WI are moving into the technical
age and we now conduct meetings via Zoom.
We are trying to encourage more of our
members to try Zoom as it could open up a
few more avenues for us.
Already we have enjoyed a talk about
afternoon tea. Our birthday meeting had a
difficult quiz hosted by our President, Moira,
and also a photographic competition. “Spot the
WI member”. We even managed to hold our
annual competition which this year was on the
theme of butterflies, there were some lovely
entries and they were judged on line by one of
our WI advisors. The winner, Elaine, had made
a large, very colourful butterfly to wear like a
mask, well done Elaine. Coming up we have an
online practical evening, craft or flowers and later
on entertainment from a singer, just think of us
joining in singing online!!!!

We did manage an afternoon tea in Anne’s
garden, there were 2 large gazebos so we
had members all safely seated at a distance,
strawberries and cream were served. Members
were asked to wear a mask to arrive and were
surprised to be photographed, these photos
were later used for our Birthday meeting.This
was the first time a lot of us had met up
since our annual meeting in early March, a lot
had happened so much to catch up on.
SEASONS GREETINGS FROM
WHITTINGTON WI TO EVERYONE.

The Curse of Plastic Waste

Since its creation in October 2018 the page has
proved popular with residents and businesses,
connecting neighbours and providing a way to
share views instantly.This became a lifeline during
lockdown, especially with the demise of the
Lichfield Mercury. WHW also shares posts from
groups and businesses in Whittington, Fisherwick,
Hademore,Tamhorn and Huddlesford allowing
services and activities to reach a wider audience.

Cllr Jonathan Smith
Our globe faces a manmade pandemic, the
like of which has never been seen before;
worse still it is with us forever and there is no
antidote nor a vaccine for it…so I’m not talking
about Covid19.Your great, great, grandchildren
will look back and ask “why didn’t you do
something?”

Open Gardens – June 12th &13th 2021
Lynn Beal, WFEG
We hope to hold our Open Gardens event
once again next year and we think that, except in
the event of the very worst circumstance being
prevalent at the time, it will be entirely possible
for it to take place.There will be a few changes

Whittington WI

of course, if Covid 19 is still with us, but with
sensible social distancing and with it being an
outside and well spaced-out event, you should be
able to look forward to it and enjoy it once again!

The problem is plastic, in all its forms, varieties,
uses; it is pretty well indestructible.Yes, there are
some that will deteriorate with time, but the halflife is long and those plastics are relatively small in
proportion to the vast amount, millions of tonnes
produced every year around the globe.
Recycling is a way forward in part and we
do our best, but you only have to ride a bike
around this Parish as I do and look at the verges,
especially away from the residential area of the
village, to see the scale of the problem. In winter
the vegetation dies back. It reveals thousands

of items, single use bottles, food cartons, plastic
wrapping, expanded polystyrene, bags, trivia toys
from McDonalds, car parts… tossed into ditches
and bushes without a care. Brook Hay Lane from
the level crossing to Grove farm is appalling.
We live in the centre of this country; this
garbage won’t get to the sea; instead it will lie on
the land, pollute the soil and have a detrimental
effect on natural vegetation and our food crops
for centuries to come.
Plastic is here to stay; we must use it far more
responsibly and teach our children to believe
that no one should ever leave litter or plastic
anywhere. But what is out there must be
removed. Machines won’t do it, we have to get
out there and retrieve all of it by hand. If you
expect the Parish Council to do it then there
may have to be an increase in our Precept.
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