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Creating beautiful 
cutlery, silverware 

and gifts has been our 
passion since 1902. 

Huge savings on high street, 
retail and online prices. 

You won’t find this 
anywhere else

SAVE AN 
EXTRA 

10% WITH 
THIS 

ADVERT
Present in store. 

Terms and Conditions Apply

FREE PARKING
OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
9AM - 5PM

ARTHUR PRICE, 
BRITANNIA WAY, 
LICHFIELD 
WS14 9UY

01543 267324

ARTHURPRICEINLICHFIELD.CO.UK

BR
IT

ISH
 CRAFTSMAN

SH
IP

Please be aware that the shop is located 
on the first floor via a staircase. If access 
is an issue we have a ground floor room 
available where products can be brought 
down for viewing by our dedicated 
customer service team.
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Due to the imminent resignation of the Parish Council’s existing Caretaker, 
we need someone new to start in the near future.

The job will be on a self-employed basis and will be for a minimum of 8 hours a week. 
The post holder will be responsible for managing the Council’s property and land portfolio. 

The job will suit someone who is practical.

For further information 
please contact the Chairman, Martyn Bennett on 07973 300346 

or the Parish Clerk, David Walton on 07703 101611

The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to thank Steve for all his hard work and the huge 
contribution he has made to the village. We wish Steve and Clair all the very best for the future.

Caretaker

Connect
Whittington and Fisherwick

Parish Magazine
Your Parish Council

Martyn Bennett Wisteria Cottage, Fisherwick

07973 300346 martynbennett@yahoo.com

John Cannon 7 Main Street, Whittington 

01543 432171 jandkcannon@virginmedia.com

John Heeler 28 Church Street, Whittington 

01543 304833 john.heeler@ntlworld.com

Chris Millar 95 Back Lane, Whittington 

01543 433189 chrismillar25@hotmail.com

Jonathan Smith 2 The Coach House, Whittington 

01543 432002 whitsmith@btinternet.com

Julia Spencer Crossroads, Back Lane, Whittington 

01543 432238 juliaj_spencer@hotmail.co.uk

Garry Hyde 11 Neal Croft, Whittington 

01543 433190 gazmalloy@gmail.com 

Anthony Ward The Bell Inn, Main Street, Whittington 

01543 432377 thebellinnwhittington@hotmail.co.uk 

Richard Cotterill 32 Back Lane, Whittington 

 richcotty@hotmail.co.uk 

Andrew Jackson Norris, Main Street, Whittington 

07753 651 458 ,andrew@andrewjackson.me.uk

We would like to point out that there are articles 
in Connect from the Parish Council and from 
representatives of some village organisations and 
societies. At the beginning or end of each article 
the author’s name will appear. Articles written by 
members of the Parish Council represent current 
Parish Council policy and are endorsed by the Parish 
Council as a whole. However, views expressed in 
articles submitted to us from village organisations 
and societies do not necessarily represent Parish 
Council policy and have not been endorsed by the 
Parish Council.

If you wish to respond to any of the issues 
raised in this edition of Connect please 
contact any Parish Councillor.

Designed and produced by
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Vacancy

Bring a mat if you have one, 
a pillow and a blanket for that 
yummy relaxation at the end

The Stables, Thorpe Estate 
Thorpe Constantine - Tue Nights 7-8
Whittington Cricket Pavilion Bit End 

Wed nights 6:15-7:15
Fusion Dance Studio, Lichfield 

Wed morning 9:15-10:15 
and the evening 8 - 9 Yin YogaContact Lorraine on 07739456339

STRAIGHTFORWARD
Creative Design Agency

Aged Happy Hippy Yoga
New Classes for all abilities
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Whittington and Fisherwick Charities 

It is inevitable that any change is often followed by rumour, suspicion and worry. In the following paragraphs an attempt is 
made to clarify some of these concerns relating to The Community Foundation For Staffordshire which now manages the 
Whittington and Fisherwick Fund (the old Whittington Poor Fund). 

The old Fund was a charity that made awards to people 
and organisations who were based in Whittington. In late 
2016, following consultation with the Charity Commission, 
the Fund was transferred to The Community Foundation for 
Staffordshire. At the time of transfer it was decided to widen 
the area of benefit, so that the fund could support people 
across the whole Parish of Whittington and Fisherwick. 
In light of this, the fund was renamed the Whittington & 
Fisherwick Fund. 

The remit is the same, that is, to improve the quality of life 
for village residents, either individually or as a whole, and 
to support people who are in financial hardship, or who 
have contributed significantly to village life.  It will now 
also consider emergency applications, where unforeseen 
circumstances are causing particular difficulties. However, 
where there was some flexibility in the criteria before, the 
criteria must be strictly enforced now.  The fund must now 
also comply with Charity Commission recommendations 
and best practice, and so a change in the application process 
was needed.

The fund is administered by The Community Foundation 
as part of its portfolio of funds for Lichfield but it should be 
stressed that the Whittington & Fisherwick Fund will only 
be used to benefit people in our Parish. 
 
General Information
• Grants are available as either £100 in one payment 

per annum or 2 payments of £50
• Only one application per annum needs 

to be made
• On the application form you will need to 

demonstrate that you are in financial hardship, social 
hardship OR that you have contributed significantly 
to village life

• Payments will only be made by BACS directly into 
your bank account

• A couple need only complete one application but 
both names should be included on 
the form

• Information on grants for Community Groups can be 
found on the web site

How to apply

Applications to the fund are open year round. All information given on the application form is confidential
but used to help make decisions by a panel of  donor advisors.

To apply or for more information call 01785 339540. Or visit www.staffsfoundation.org.uk (or Google ‘The
Community Foundation for Staffordshire’. Click on ‘grants’ either individual or groups, then hold and move

down to ‘Whittington and Fisherwick Fund.’

Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair

The annual Whittington Countryside Fair 
is being held on Bit End Field on Sat 1st 
September. The Show starts at 10 am and 
music, displays, competitions, events and 
activities are planned throughout the day. 
New activities this year include a farrier, rock 
choir, trampoline displays and the Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust. This is a family event with lots 
to do, plenty to see and much to eat and drink. 
Do come along and join us and if you can spare 
an hour or so to help set upon the Friday, we 
would welcome your company.

Thanks to our many sponsors including Jukes 
Funeral Services (main sponsor), Winterton’s 
Auctioneers, Fortress Recycling, Arthur Price 
and to our many volunteers who work so hard 
throughout the year to make the event happen.

Bit End Field - Saturday 1st September 2018

John R Smith 

Your guide to...

 
The following activities and events 

are planned to date: 
 

Variety of birds and animals, llamas, goats, 
chickens, ponies, alpaca, parrots. Dog 

Show, Produce Show, Catering and Flower 
Competitions, Jazz Band and Rock Choir, 

Falconry, Trampoline, Dog and Duck 
Show and Jezz Avery Stuntman, Bees, 

Thatcher, Woodturning, Wood Carving, 
Farrier, Blacksmith and Pole Lathe Turning 
Demonstrations, Pony Riding, Tractor and 
Trailer Rides, Kiddies Train, Over 100 Craft 

and Trade Stalls, Punch and Judy, Face Painting, 
Bungee Trampoline, Bouncy Castle and Assault 
Course, Classic Cars, Licensed Bar, Tea Room, 

Ice Cream and Food Outlets, Staffordshire 
Regimental Museum Display, Off Road Vehicle 

Display, Mobile Climbing Wall, Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust, Raffle with many prizes...

Stalls Bookings: 
Sue Walton 01543432842, 

davidjfwalton@aol.com

General Enquiries: 
John Smith 01543432848, 
johnandrosemarysmith@

btinternet.com 5

‘We Love Lichfield’ provides small grants to community groups based in 
the Lichfield District…. including Whittington & Fisherwick!

Twice annually the fund considers all applications from projects in need 
& currently awards a total of  £40,000 each year.

The fund supports community groups and organisations through 
small grants, creating a lasting legacy for the district, and is one of  The 
Community Foundation for Staffordshire’s 9 local community funds.

Visit: staffsfoundation.org.uk/welovecommunityfunds/welovelichfield/
or Call: 01785 339540

More Community Group Funding (and Fundraising!)
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Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair
Bit End Field - Saturday 1st September 2018This year we are holding three competitions in 

the Gardening Marquee: Floral Arts (Adults and 
Children), Produce and a Cake Competition. 
The Produce Show is open to all. Enter your home 
grown produce, 50p for each category. 
To take part please bring your entries to the 
Produce Marquee between 8am and 9am on the 
day of the fair. Please do not park in St Giles front 
car park. Judging will take place from 9.30am. 
 
Any queries or for further information phone 
Ruth Meek 07952 407668.

Class 1: 
Full Circle An exhibit which 

may include accessories 
Space allowed 90cm wide x 60cm 

deep, height unlimited

Make a pretty posy tied with ribbon 
or other materials and display it in a 

jam-jar of water.

Sponsored by WFEG

Class 2: 
What can you do with flower pots? 

An exhibit which may include accessories 
Space allowed 90cm wide x 60cm deep 

height unlimited

Schedule of classes
 
3 potatoes white  
3 potatoes 
coloured 
2 carrots; tops 
trimmed to 3inches 
2 parsnips; tops 
trimmed to 3inches 
3 onions; dressed 
necks tied 
6 shallots
3 beetroot; tops 
trimmed to 3 inches 
Plate of  6 tomatoes
Plate of  6 tomatoes 
cherry type 

6 runner beans
6 dwarf  beans 
2 courgettes; 
max 6inches fruit 
including flower
2 corn on the cob 
3 named 
apples desert
3 named pears 
8 stoned fruit 
Plate of  10 soft fruit 
Vase or pot of  four 
different types of  
herbs in water

Garden Marquee Competitions

Floral Arts Competition

Cherry Cake Competition

Adults

Adults RETURN TO: 
Lynne Lacey, 21 Fisherwick Road, 

Whittington, WS14 9LL, 01543 432202

RETURN TO: 
Sue Jackson, 32 Spring Lane 

01543 319613

Junior

Judging by Kara Strachan

Juniors

Staging to take place between 
7:30am and 9:00am 

and cleared 4.30pm - 5.30pm.
Tables will be covered in black drapes

Competition Entry Fee £1.00 
Prizes: 1st £10 2nd £5 3rd £3

Staging to take place between 
7:30am and 8:45am

Judging will take place between 9:00am and 
10:30am. Please collect your exhibits between 

4:30 and 5:30

Competition Entry Fee 50p 
Prizes: 1st £5, 2nd £3, 3rd £2

Name Name

Contact No Contact No

Class Age

Sponsorship and prizes by Whittington WI

Ingredients

Method

This year we are again holding a Cake 
Competition in the Marquee for adults. 
Children may also enter. We are offering 
a specific recipe with clear baking 
instructions so even those with limited 
experience can have a go.

The Cake Competition is for a Cherry 
Cake and the given recipe which must be 
used is shown below...

Bake...

8ozs softened butter

8ozs golden 
caster sugar

4 large eggs, 
lightly beaten

8ozs plain flour

½ teaspoon 
baking powder

9ozs glace cherries, 
quartered

4ozs ground almonds

Almond or 
vanilla extract

1 tablespoon milk

2 tablespoons 
demerara sugar

• Oven 200C, Fan oven 180C, Gas 6

• Grease and base line 8” round cake tin

• Cream butter and sugar together 
until light and fluffy

• Gradually beat in the eggs

• Sift together flour and baking 
powder, and fold carefully into 
creamed mixture

• Fold in cherries, ground almonds, 
milk and almond extract

• Spoon into prepared tin and level 
top with the back of a spoon

• Sprinkle with demerara sugar

• Bake in centre of oven for 1 hour, 
cover with foil and bake for further 
30 mins

• Cool in tin for 15 mins then turn 
onto a wire rack Any queries please ring 

01543 432705 or 01543 432256 7
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The Companion Dog Show is again being organised by Lindsay and Rob Mallaber of The Grove 
Luxury Dog Boarding, Whittington. (Held under Kennel Club Rules and Regulations). 
Registration starts from 10:30am and judging commences at 1:00pm. 

Also there will be rosettes for Best in Show, Reserve Best 
in Show & Best Puppy.

Dogs which have won any of the above awards are not eligible 
to enter any of the pedigree classes, Challenge Certificate, 
Res. Challenge Certificate or Junior Warrant.

Pedigree Classes: £2 per entry. Rosettes to 4th place. 
(As always a treat for every exhibitor)

Novelty Classes: £1 per entry or 6 classes for £5. 
Rosettes to 4th place (as always a treat for every exhibitor)

• Any variety puppy – 
dog (6-12mths)

• Any variety puppy – 
bitch (6-12mths)

• Any variety sporting
• Any variety 

non-sporting
• Any variety open

• Best crossbreed/mongrel
• Best rescue
• Best junior handler 

(under 18yrs of age, dog 
owned by exhibitor or 
exhibitor’s parents)

• Best veteran 
(over 7 years)

• Dog with the 
‘waggiest’ tail

• Most appealing eyes
• Prettiest bitch
• Handsomest dog
• Dog and handler 

most alike
• Best fancy dress 
• Dog which the judge would 

most like to take home

GO
Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair

Bit End Field - Saturday 1st September 2018

D SH WO
As a Parish Council we have 
made renewing the existing small 
children’s enclosed area in Bit End 
Field a priority. The current facilities 
have been in place for many years 
and we are looking to provide a 
modern, attractive and adventurous 
play area in a safe environment.

We now have an opportunity 
to apply for funding to HS2 to 

help finance the new facilities. 
It will be important to the grant 
providers that we show a need for 
the playground and that we have 
residents’ support and involvement 
in the project. 

The Parish Council would like 
to see this taken forward in the 
near future and this requires the 
involvement of parents, carers 

and children who would use the 
playground. We would like to know 
the types of play equipment that 
users would like to have provided. 
Anyone interested in supporting 
this wonderful project,

please contact either 
Garry Hyde, 01543 433190, or 
Julia Spencer, 01543 432238, 
so we can make this a reality.

 New Playground Facilities for Young Children? 
Cllrs Julia Spencer and Garry Hyde

It might not be obvious, but right 
here in Whittington we have at 
least a couple of places where 
budding sports people could begin 
their journey to Olympic gold.

The BMX track in Jubilee park 
(next to St. Giles Hospice in case 
you weren’t aware) is an ideal 
starter track for budding riders. 
Could you be the next Beth 
Shriever, the 19-year-old BMX 
racer who looks set to be a World 
Champion? Whilst our track is not 
up to competition standard, what 

better way to learn the basics, get 
fit and enjoy the outdoors just like 
she did? Whilst having a BMX bike 
is ideal, you can easily ride the track 
on a standard bike, although using a 
road bike might be pushing things a 
bit too far!

The Parish Council recently 
provided grant support to 
Whittington Football Club to start 
up a women’s team in addition to 
the several existing men’s and youth 
teams. Do you have a budding 
female footballer in your family? 

If so, get them down to Bit End 
Field on Friday evenings at 6.30 for 
a coaching and practice session. A 
few more participants are required 
to bring the numbers up to strength 
so that the club can enter a team in 
competition next season. Women’s 
football is growing fast, but it is still 
much easier to get to the top than 
in the men’s game, so who knows 
where it could take you? Tokyo in 
2020 perhaps?

Do you have a future Olympian in the family? 
Cllr Andrew Jackson

COMMUNITY LITTER PICK
CLEAN UP AHEAD OF THE BRITAIN IN BLOOM JUDGING 
JOIN US SATURDAY 21ST JULY 2018 10.00AM AT THE VILLAGE HALL

WE WILL ALSO BE PICKING ON: 20.10.18 SAME TIME SAME PLACE

WHITTINGTON 21.07.18

WE PROVIDE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT 
JUST BRING YOUR OWN GLOVES AND 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR.
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HS2 The Next Steps

In the last issue we promised 
more information on the 
construction phase as soon as we 
had met representatives of the 
contractors appointed to carry 
out the work in our locality. 
This we have now done and will 
continue to meet them regularly 
as construction activity gathers 
momentum. To summarise the 
current situation:

Carillion’s demise will have 
no effect on the construction 
programme as they had no 
involvement in this area. The two 
appointed contractors for our 
locality are:

Laing O’Rourke/Murphy Joint 
Venture as Enabling Works 
Contractor And Balfour Beatty/
Vinci Joint Venture as Main Works 
Contractor

Enabling works – mainly surveys, 
service diversions and relocating/
enhancing wild life habitats affected 
by the line have been in progress 
for some time, the nearest 
examples to Whittington being 
in Curborough and Hints. More 
significantly for us, construction 

of slip roads from the A38 onto 
the Main Construction Site (the 
land bounded by Broad Lane and 
Cappers Lane previously used 
for the West Coast Main Line 4 
Tracking project) is due to start in 
a matter of weeks with associated 
works set to continue into 2020.

Both Balfour Beatty and Vinci 
have significant railway engineering 
experience, at present being 
engaged in the final stages of the 
Crossrail project in London. Vinci 
– although French based – own 
Taylor Woodrow in this country 
and have recently completed a 
substantial High Speed Rail link 
between Tours and Bordeaux.

Currently BBV JV are in the 
process of refining the design 
proposals that formed the basis 
of their tender. These will be 
presented to HS2 Ltd for final 
approval this Autumn, anticipating 
advance works starting early next 
year and main construction activity 
towards the end of the year. This 
work is expected to be finished by 
mid 2023, with rail and signalling 
installations completed by the end 
of 2024. Testing and commissioning 

is planned to take another 2 years 
with scheduled train services 
operating from the beginning of 
2027.

More immediately they have now 
started land and traffic surveys, are 
elaborating planned vehicle access 
routes and finalising locations for 
satellite construction sites which 
will be needed for varying periods 
of time as work proceeds. In our 
case these will mainly relate to the 
various road diversions and bridge 
structures that will be constructed 
in and around the village.

Finally, we will be meeting the 
contractors again in the Autumn 
when the somewhat provisional 
nature of the above information 
will be more fully firmed up. Our 
objective through continuing 
liaison will be to ensure that 
inconvenience to the community 
is kept to a workable minimum 
and more particularly we secure 
adequate notice of any particularly 
disruptive activities that may be in 
prospect. More in the next edition 
of Connect.

Cllr John Cannon

There is no doubt that the Dog Crossroads has 
become an accident blackspot - the number of 
collisions and ‘near misses’ has risen to an alarming 
level.

With an ever increasing volume of traffic to and 
through the village something must be done before 
someone is either critically injured or killed. Evidence 
suggests that a significant percentage of collisions and 
‘near misses’ occur because traffic fails to stop at the 
bottom of Common Lane and outside the Dog Inn 
where there are large STOP signs. Improving safety at 
the crossroads is a top priority for the Parish Council.

In April, councillors met with a representative 
from Staffordshire Highways, Tim Heminsley, who is 
the Community Infrastructure Liaison Manager for 
Lichfield and Tamworth. Tim agreed with councillors 
that improving the signage and ensuring existing signs 
were clearly visible to oncoming traffic was probably a 

good place to start. Staffordshire Highways agreed to 
replacing the triangular warning sign near the bus stop 
on Common Lane which read GIVE WAY in 150yds 
to STOP in 150yds. This has now been done. 
They have also agreed to refresh all SLOW and STOP 
signs on all approach roads to the crossroads. 

In addition, the Parish Council has recently obtained 
permission from landowners, and the hedges have 
now been cut back so that warning triangles on Main 
Street and Common Lane are clearly visible. Other 
suggestions include painting white lines across Main 
Street and Common Lane near the junction. We hope 
that together these measures will reduce the number 
of accidents. The Parish Council will monitor the 
situation - hopefully more extreme measures such as 
additional signage will not be necessary. If you witness 
or are involved in a collision or a ‘near miss’ at the 
crossroads please report it to any Parish Councillor.

Road Safety 
at the Dog 
Crossroads 
Cllr Chris Millar

We have footpaths, bridleways, 
lanes, streets and roads all around 
us; we take for granted the 
principle that we can walk them. 
While we all know the roads on 
which we drive, our network of 
footpaths is not so widely known. 
They are public, our right to walk 
them is a common law right; it has 
arisen over centuries; it is a valuable 
right for all of us summed up in 
the title.

We have two ancient bridle 
ways; one from Hopwas across the 
ranges to Common Lane, and on 
to Sandy Lane and another from 
the Elford bridges to Park Lane 

and then on to Broad Lane. The 
first was the Whittington bypass 
for the traveller in a hurry to get 
from Tamworth to Lichfield. The 
path direct to our village from 
the northwest corner of Hopwas 
Woods across the fields to 
Brook Leasowe Lane (now called 
Vicarage Lane) has been lost. The 
second was a drover’s road so that 
livestock might be brought in to 
market in Lichfield from farmland to 
the east of the River Tame through 
Fisherwick and then on to Lichfield.

There are many more local 
footpaths out across the fields. 
All the details can be found 

on Ordnance maps and more 
usefully on a very good website 
maintained by Staffordshire County 
Highways at staffordshire.gov.uk/
environment/eLand/RightsofWay/
Legal/definitivemap/definitivemap.
aspx

Your Parish Council wants to 
ensure that landowners maintain 
the paths, stiles and gates on their 
land in good condition and that the 
signposts are visible and effective. 
So please report any matter of 
concern to our Parish Clerk who 
will do his best to deal with them.

Once a Highway, Always a Highway
Cllr Jonathan Smith
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Whittington Flower Club 

Sunbeams at St Giles

Christian Aid 2018

Join in

Megan Barr

Megan Barr and Rob Hilyer

This thriving club meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month (not August or December), in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. There are usually demonstrations by qualified arrangers and all the designs are raffled at the 
end. Refreshments, a sales table and plants are available.

For more information about the 
Club please contact Rosemary on 
432848 or Pamela on 304990

Forthcoming Programme:

25 July - Practical Workshop with 
Anita Wright

1 September - Adult & Children’s 
Floral Art competitions in the 
Marquee at the Countryside Fair

26 September - Brigitte Newton 
demonstrating her “Seasonal 
Inspirations”

5 October - MacMillan Cancer 
Coffee Morning

24 October - Lynne Sharpe 
demonstrating her “Car Boot 
Collection”

28 November - Nick Grounds, 
a national demonstrator from 
Peterborough, back by popular 
demand with his Christmas 
Demonstration

7 December - Members Christmas 
evening buffet and entertainment

Pamela Palmer - Chair

By the time you read this a whole host of 
Sunbeams and their grown-ups will have enjoyed a 
tractor ride with Rob Gray and his helpers. 

Our last tractor ride was two years ago, when we 
learnt that cows like to eat broad beans (!), potatoes 
come in different shapes depending on whether they 
are grown for chips or crisps, and tractor trailers can 
travel through water!

Sunbeams (formerly known as Pram Service) has 
been running continuously for 39 years and meets 
every fortnight in term time. We welcome anyone 
under school age to come along and enjoy stories, 
music, crafty experiences, playtime and refreshments, 

from 10.30 till 12.00 on Wednesday mornings, starting 
in the church and moving over to the church hall at 
about 11.00. We have a fantastic team of helpers, who 
always seem to come up with original ideas for crafts 
and activities, but we are only too happy to welcome 
any others who might like to help out, either in serving 
the drinks in the church hall or joining the planning 
team for the stories and activities.

If you would like to come along and see what we 
do, our first session next term will be on September 
5th, or you may like to get in touch before then with 
Megan (07870 100005) or Sue (01543 319613) 
for a chat.

A huge thank you once again to all those who put 
something in their envelope for Christian Aid Week, 
the organisation that helps people worldwide, of any 
race or creed, to cope with crises and to find ways 
to help themselves to a better life. Our final figure 
was an amazing £1916.73, just a little more than 
last year, and it once again averages out at around 
£2.50 per household. Thanks not only to all who 

gave so generously, but also to our wonderful band 
of collectors, who all give their time and shoe leather 
freely and willingly for this excellent cause. A team of 
nearly 40 people took the time and trouble to collect, 
to help count out and distribute the envelopes, and 
to spend many happy hours counting the money and 
preparing it for banking. Thank you one and all. 
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Friday 5th October
Coffee Morning

In the Bar Lounge at the 
back of the Village Hall.

Run by Whittington Flower Club, 
everyone welcome to come along 
and support this worthy cause.
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New windows will be fitted in the Main hall in 
August thanks to grant funding from Awards for All 
plus profit from the ABBA concert and the 2017 
Barn Dance. Why not book the Village Hall and 

Lounge Bar for parties, weddings, meetings and 
special occasions? Excellent modern facilities, including 
round tables and chiller cabinets. All details on the 
web site.

Village Hall News

Fraud and Scams – in Whittington

Surely not. Well, yes there are actually...

Fraudsters and scam artists have no compassion for 
their victims. They are out for what they can get and 
go for what they consider may be easy targets. Usually 
these are the more vulnerable people in society, 
including our more Senior Citizens.

Apart from those who come to the door and try to 
gain entrance by pretending to be officials from the 
Gas or Electric Companies, or the Water Board or 
Phone Company, followed by a distraction and a quick 
search of the property, we are now facing a spate of 
phone fraud. If you do not know who people are or 
are not expecting a call DO NOT LET THEM IN.

Latest scams centre either around a call purporting 
to be from your Bank and informing you that you 
need to move your money immediately into a safe 
account….usually theirs, to calls purporting to be from 
Police Officers investigating an insider who is trying to 
steal money from your account.

Scammers and Fraudsters SOUND real and 
plausible. That’s how they make their living. They also 
want you NOT to TELL anyone, to ACT immediately 
and keep up the pressure reminding you that you 
need to keep your money safe and do what they 
tell you.

What is the answer? Take care of your valuable 
information and remember:

1. Banks rarely phone up customers and NEVER 
ask for details of accounts.

2. Never give details of your accounts, pin or 
security details over the telephone or to 
anyone that appears on your doorstep as a 
‘Courier’.

3. Police Officers will never try to involve you in 
trying to trap someone by using your account 
and your money.

4. If in doubt, if you are worried DO NOT 
continue with the call. Telephone the Police 
and inform them. Usually this is enough to 
deter the fraudster.

5. Do not worry about Fraudsters causing trouble 
if you go to the Police. They normally only 
know your telephone number and will be too 
busy on their next victim to worry about you.

6. Always stay alert and remember not everyone 
is a Good Samaritan.

Rosemary Smith

Cllr Garry Hyde

Whittington in Bloom 
Your Views Invited 

As many of you will know 
already WFEG and the Parish 
Council have teamed up to 
enter our Parish for the Heart 
of England in Bloom (part of 
Britain in Bloom) this year, with 
the support of other village 
organisations.

Two judges will be visiting the 
Parish on the morning of 23rd July 
and will tour parts of the village - 
particularly Fisherwick Road from 
the canal bridge up to the Dog 
crossroads, Common Lane, Main 
Street. Spring Lane and Swan Road. 
This is a bit of a trial run to help 
us understand what the judges 
look for and get their feedback. It 
would be really helpful if folk can 
make particular efforts to ensure 
the village looks neat and tidy for 
that date.

River of Flowers has done much 
to brighten up the village: the 
troughs along Main Street, Jubilee 
Park orchard, bulb planting at 
Fisherwick Road and other areas 
and now, the developing displays 
at Swan Meadow, are particular 
highlights. The gardens at St Giles 
Hospice and our annual churchyard 
yellow sea of daffodils are longer-
standing features that hugely help 
to brighten up the village and 
provide food for our pollinators and 
invertebrates. And of course there 
are many lovely gardens that are 

a great credit to our community. 
WFEG and WFPC are discussing 
other sites that could improve both 
the look and wildlife appeal of the 
village. Two particular areas that 
are prominent ‘gateways’ are the 
Church St/Back Lane ‘triangle’ – 
and the long green strip between 
the entrance to the ‘Birds’ estate 
and the canal bridge on Fisherwick 
Road.

Our initial thoughts on these two 
sites are as follows – but your ideas 
and views are invited and should be 
sent to mike@wfeg.org.uk.

Church St/Back Lane: Plant a 
small flowerbed with long-season 
perennial flowers grown from 
seeded turf as an experiment. This 
is NOT a wildflower meadow: 
species would include garden 
favourites such as salvia, campanula, 
sanguisorbia, verbascum. It would 
be very low maintenance and 
should provide a colourful display 
from April to October/November. 
It would be mown in the autumn 
when flowers have died off and 
should look tidy in the winter 
before regrowing in spring. An 
alternative might be to put a trough 
or troughs there – but these do 
require more maintenance and 
watering.

 

Fisherwick Road: The proposal 
here is to plant a perennial 
wildflower meadow strip for about 
40 metres from the canal bridge 
to the drain cover next the gap 
in the hedge, set back about one 
metre from the road. This would 
be colourful native meadow flowers 
such as buttercup, oxeye daisy, 
knapweed, red and white campion, 
hawkbit, and would again be mown 
at the end of the season to look 
tidy over winter.

Other ideas are being developed 
to provide more colour, interest 
and wildlife friendly areas in the 
village – ideas and comments 
and offers of help are always 
welcome to mike@wfeg.org.uk. The 
result of the Heart of England in 
Bloom entry will be known in late 
September.

If you would like to keep up 
to date with all activities and 
initiatives relating to River of 
Flowers and Heart of England 
in Bloom, please sign up for the 
monthly WFEG Group e-news 
at www.wfeg.org.uk or visit the 
WFEG Facebook page. Regular 
updates are also included in the 
Lichfield Mercury Whittington 
Village column.

Whittington and Fisherwick Environmental Group 

Mike Kinghan

RNABDANCE
12th October 2018

Raising funds for the Village Hall£10 with fish & chips - £7 withoutBring your own drinks and glassesLive music and caller, fun for allTickets available now from Chris 433190 
or John 304990
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There But Not There - In Whittington

Sunday 11 November 2018 marks the one 
hundredth anniversary of the end of WW1.

We at St Giles’ Church look forward to welcoming 
many of you at our Remembrance Service on that 
day and then joining with many more for the Act of 
Remembrance at the village War Memorial. We also 
hope to mark this momentous national occasion with 
a concert of music, prose and poetry. With a strong 
military connection in the village, it seems absolutely 
right to do this.

As part of our remembering we are inviting 
members of the community to purchase a clear, 
Perspex ‘Tommy’ and lend it to the church as a 

centrepiece of our service and concert. You may 
wish to purchase a figure to remember one of the 
fallen on the war memorial, or a soldier buried in our 
churchyard, or a family member. You may wish to 
remember a family member who fought and came 
back with painful memories, or the family of a fallen 
soldier, left behind to years of grief and hardship.

We do hope that you will join in this and we would 
like to know if you do so, in order that we can plan an 
appropriate space and display in church. Please let one 
of the wardens know if you intend to do purchase a 
figure and are willing to lend it to us: Lesley Knighton 
(01543 432050) or David Clarke (07836 334796).

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
Beacon Lighting Ceremony 
Sunday 11th November

The 10-inch high 
Tommy costs £29.99 
(plus £3.00 postage) 

and can be purchased at 
therebutnotthere.org.uk 

where a voucher can also be 
downloaded to have the base 

of the figure engraved (for 
£3.75) with a name at any 

branch of Timpson.

World Fairtrade Day
Whittington and Fisherwick Fairtrade

Steve Barr

It is just six years since Whittington and Fisherwick became Fairtrade Villages, with our first certificate being 
presented at the 2012 Countryside and Craft Fair. Much progress has been made and visitors are now 

welcomed by Fairtrade signs as they enter our villages, whether by road or canal and as they consult the 
Parish Council orientation board by the Village Hall. The pubs and shops, as well as many other organisations, 

also display their Whittington Fairtrade certificates.

Every two years we have to 
apply for re-accreditation and 
we are happy to announce 
that our recent application has 
been successful and we remain 
Fairtrade Villages till at least 
2020. The message confirming 
this highlighted “a strong local 
campaign” and continued: “It’s 
been fantastic to hear about 
everything that you have achieved 
in the past two years. It seems 
that you have done particularly 
well with building relationships 
with other local organisations 
and taking part in and organising 
events. Your local campaigning 
activities help more farmers 
in their fight for a fair deal so 
they can earn their way out of 
poverty. We would also like to 
thank everyone who has been 
involved dedicating their time in 
our shared effort to make trade 
fair”. We have a small, dedicated 
and friendly steering group in 
the background and are always 
looking for fresh blood and 

new ideas. If you would like to 
contribute in any way, please get 
in touch – contact details below.

World Fair Trade Day

Since the last edition of Connect, 
we have celebrated World Fair 
Trade Day. The sun was shining, 
and the pop up serving area at 
Woodhouse Farm was a popular 
pit stop for the many visitors on 
12th May. Annamarie’s home 
baking was as delicious as ever 
and featured a variety of cakes, 
made with Fairtrade products, 
including Gluten Free, Iced Lemon 
Sponge and even Banoffee Pie 
to accompany the Fairtrade tea 
and coffee. The Walled Garden 
looked splendid, and visitors were 
entertained not only by a batch 
of five day old piglets, but also by 
the first lamb of the year, born 
just the day before.  
A big thank you to Annamarie 
and Andy for their support. If you 
couldn’t make it on the day, why 

not call in any Friday or Saturday 
between 11am and 4pm?

Fairtrade Wine and Food Tasting

By the time you read this, the 
annual Fairtrade wine and food 
tasting will just be a memory 
– possibly a dim and hazy one 
for some of the 36 guests who 
bought tickets for the popular, 
sell-out event. Our thanks to the 
many individuals and organisations 
who help to make this annual 
gathering such a success, including 
the Co-op (Whittington and 
Boley Park), Majestic Wines, 
Marks and Spencer, Sainsbury’s, 
Barry Gwilt, Woodhouse Farm 
and the Cricket Club.

Don’t forget that delicious home-
made goodies, with Fairtrade 
ingredients, are always available 
on the church stall at the Village 
Market on the third Saturday 
morning of the month on The 
Bell car park.

 
For more information, call 
Steve or Megan on 01543 432605 
email stevebarruk@yahoo.com 
or check out our website: 
www.whittington-fairtrade.co.uk

Rosemary Smith
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Whittington WIWhittington Cricket 

Since the last edition of Connect 
we have been very busy.

In March we had a wonderful 
Murder Mystery Evening complete 
with supper. This was a great 
success. April saw our Big Quiz 
and Pudding Night and what a 
night that was! The Village Hall 
was completely full with teams 
from far and wide. Garry and “The 
Quizzicals” did an amazing job with 
a vast range of questions and they 
were not easy ones either. The 
marking was a huge job as there 
were so many teams taking part. 
The large selection of puddings 
both hot and cold went down very 
well with everyone - hardly anything 
left over to take home. The money 
raised from this event all goes 
towards our running costs.

Coming up we have an evening 
making sausages. This should prove 
to be a lot of fun - just picture the 
scenario of ladies with the sausage 
machine and then trying to make 
links of sausages!!

Later in the year we are visiting 
“The Coffin Factory”, I know we 
are all getting older and this may 
spook one or two but this is a 
museum in The Jewellery Quarter 
of Birmingham. It should be  
very interesting.

A lot of our members entered 
The County Show at the 
Staffordshire County Showground. 
It is always a nerve wracking time 
wondering if the cake is cooked 
in the middle or if the fruit has 
dropped to the bottom. Then the 
craft: Is the stitching all completely 
even? No loose ends? Do all the 
seams match up? Will the judge like 
your entry? We go through all the 
emotions and then the annual cry 
of “I am not doing this again next 

year!” But, when the schedules are 
published in October ready for 
next May there we are poring over 
it and saying “I am going to have a 
go at this, that or the other” and 
we are on the band wagon again.

We had some successes this year 
and one lady who had her arm 
twisted to enter her handiwork 
won the trophy for the cushion, 
even though she had said her work 
was not good enough! Over the 
years many of our members have 
entered for the first time and won 
trophies, much to their amazement. 
Very often if you go into these 
things blind you do better than 
some of us who are too critical of 
our work. We always say it is the 
taking part that matters. Very well 
done to all the ladies who won 
prizes this year.

The photo is of Jenny Robinson’s 
wonderful cushion which won 
the trophy.

These are exciting times for our 
now well established village club - 
it’s 45 years in fact since we were 
re-formed. Our fantastic facility in 
Vicarage Lane has certainly had a 
real buzz about it over the 
past weeks.

Following the England and Wales 
Cricket Board initiative to help 
develop the interest of both boys 
and girls between the ages of 5 
-8, some 70 youngsters, believed 
to be the biggest club gathering of 
its kind in Staffordshire, have been 
enjoying ‘’All Stars’’, an eight week 
programme, which hopefully might 
just help develop some of the 
stars of the future. Together with 
parents, grandparents and siblings, 
the Club has been a real hive of 
activity. It truly was a real treat 
seeing all those youngsters in action 
as our coaches and membership 
came together to ensure it was all 
such a rousing success. A scheme 
which certainly will be repeated 
over future seasons.

As well as ‘’ All Stars’’, we 
also have in the junior section, 
under10’s, under11’s, under 13’s, 
under 15’s and under 17’s, all 
playing in their respective weekly 
leagues. A real hive overall of 
junior activity.

At senior level, there are three 
Saturday sides, plus one on a 
Sunday. The First X1 are again 
featuring well in the Staffordshire 
Clubs Premier Division, having been 
joined by this season’s overseas 
Amateur who hails from 
South Africa.

As evidence of the success of our 
junior system, one of the girls who 
has played for the county, is now 
featuring in the Saturday 3rd X1, 
together with another lady who has 
returned to the game after a break.

Once again this season, 
Staffordshire chose Whittington 
as the venue for their Under 14 
county match v Buckinghamshire 
during the Spring Bank holiday. 

The fifth year the Club has hosted 
a match of that level of importance.

Whilst bookings for the Pavilion 
facility have always been taken, 
particularly during the autumn and 
winter months, another exciting 
development has been the news 
that Age UK, during daytime three 
days a week, will be meeting in the 
Pavilion. Their clients will hopefully 
enjoy the peaceful setting, whilst 
providing additional revenue for 
the club.

Fortunately, early season weather 
has proved ideal for cricket and if 
you haven’t visited the club, please 
do feel free to come down and 
watch a game or two. We are 
fortunate to have an expanding 
social membership - Friday evenings 
during the playing season are 
particularly popular. In other words, 
the Club is far more than just a 
place for people to play cricket, it 
is also a place where people of all 
ages come together to 
enjoy themselves.

UpdateSport

Anne HiskinsJohn Butler - Club Secretary/Treasurer


