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Your Parish Council
In line with the Parish 
Council’s desire to engage 
more with the community 
you will find reports in this 
edition from the Chairman 
of the PC, the Parish Clerk 
and Chairmen of the main 
sub-committees. We hope 
you enjoy reading these 
reports. As previously, at the 
beginning of each article is 
the author’s name. Articles 
written by Parish Councillors 
represent current policy 
and are endorsed by the 
Parish Council. However, 
views expressed in articles 
written by members 
of the community or 
representatives of village 
organisations do not 
necessarily represent current 
policy and have not been 
endorsed by the Council.

If you have any comments to 
make about any of the issues 
raised in this edition of 
Connect please do contact 
any Councillor, the Parish 
Clerk or put your comments 
in writing and pop it in the 
new suggestion box in Chris 
and Martin’s Newsagent on 
Main Street.

Designed and produced by

Have your say...

STRAIGHTFORWARD
Creative Design Agency

Lynne Beal

Open Gardens 2021 
12th/13th June

We have been waiting anxiously and hoping 
that Covid restrictions would not prevent this 
bi-annual event from taking place. It seems likely 
now that it will take place and that most of us, 
having been vaccinated, will be able to enjoy it 
with confidence.

According to the Prime Minister’s Roadmap 
out of Lockdown, we will still have some social 
distancing restrictions in mid-June and it may 
be that the wearing of masks is advised within 
gardens. Most venues will be open but with 
capacity limits. The size and structure of each 
garden will determine how many people can be 
admitted at any one time. You may be assured 
that we will have everyone’s safety in mind 
throughout our planning. 

Our garden flowers, shrubs and trees are 
constantly changing and each year are different. 
This year’s Open Gardens takes place a little 
earlier and we have some new gardens as well 
as many old favourites for you to enjoy. We look 
forward to welcoming old friends and new. 

As usual the event depends upon many 
volunteers who are able and willing to join in and 
help. We thank you all, any new offers of help will 
be much appreciated. 

If your neighbour is ‘opening,’ you could ask if 
they will need help at their gate. Or contact us at 
WFEG to learn more. We also thank our many 
supporters and sponsors.

Very best wishes everyone. All being well we 
have an enjoyable event to look forward to.
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Andrew Craddock 
andrewcraddock08@gmail.com

Welcome to our new Parish Councillor

WFEG News Winter/Spring 2021 Plastic Reduction in our Village

Chairman’s Report April 2021

You can read all about WFEG activities and 
work in the WFEG Newsletter which the Parish 
Council have kindly agreed to distribute with 
Connect. So we are just including the brief 
headlines here. 

You can’t have failed to notice the fabulous 
display of bulbs around the village and Fisherwick 
this year in the form of snowdrops, crocuses, 
daffodils – with bluebells and meadows still 
to come in some places. The bulbs are the 
culmination of several years planting with 17,500 
bulbs planted in autumn 2020 alone.  Our 
hedgehog highway project is proving a great 
success with over 70 households in the Parish 
signed up – for more information and to sign 
up visit http://www.wfeg.org.uk and click on 
hedgehog highway!

We are launching a butterfly flower competition 
with some lovely prizes sponsored by local 
garden centres.  Assuming lockdown lifting goes 
to plan Open Gardens will be happening this 
year on the weekend of 12/13 June.   We’ve been 
successful in making a grant application to Veolia 
for funding to purchase bat detector equipment 
and bat boxes and look forward to organising bat 
walks when rules allow. 

There will be lots more as we emerge from 
lockdown and as always you can follow our 
activities and news on our Facebook site or sign 
up for our e-news via www.wfeg.org.uk

As part of the Parish Council’s Policy and 
Action Plan addressing Climate and Ecological 
Emergencies, we are trying to find ways to 
reduce plastic waste. Most plastic can be recycled 
and is collected at the kerbside but there is 
still a huge amount that goes to landfill.  Some 
items are harder to recycle, it’s not easy and 
requires us all to put in a bit of effort. Teracycle 
offer some options which some big companies 
have bought into but options are quite limited 
at present. Tesco has announced (BBC News on 
the 10/3/21) that they are rolling out collection 
points for soft plastic packaging like crisp packets, 
pet food pouches and bread bags at stores 
in England and Wales. The supermarket chain 

is aiming to establish a nationwide recycling 
network for these harder to process plastics.

My wife, Clare, has taken over from the Sisters 
Against Plastic, a zero waste buying group that 
was in Lichfield.  We are based in the village 
on Swan Road, supplying you with dried goods 
direct from the wholesaler for you to collect in 
your own containers, dried goods with none of 
the packaging. The Facebook page is: Whittington 
Plastic Reduction Buying Group.

If you have any ideas or information on plastic 
reduction you would like to share, please 
contact me so I can include it in the next 
Connect edition.

This is my second report as the Chairman of 
the Parish Council and what a few months it 
has been again. Tony Ward, who many of you 
will know, resigned from the Council and we 
welcomed his replacement, Andrew Craddock, 
on board in January. My thanks go to Tony for 
his work on the Council and he has promised 
to help out if necessary.

The Parish has again gone into more or less 
total lockdown in recent months, with only the 
essential shops and takeaway facilities operating.  
I hope you do join with me in thanking all those 
who continue to supply us with our needs during 
this lockdown. We know who you are and we 
are very grateful to you all. We are hoping that 
the new ‘Roadmap’ will see the community back 
in almost full swing by June, subject to a few 
continuing restrictions I guess!!

Although this pandemic has been going on 
for such a long time and we are tired of all 
the restrictions, it is more important than ever 
to keep in touch with neighbours and the 
vulnerable.  Just a friendly phone call or a quick 
chat makes a world of difference. The Parish 
Council and other social media outlets are doing 
a fantastic job of keeping information flowing. 
Well done.

Despite the lockdown, the Parish Council has 
continued to operate, mostly remotely. I am 
grateful to the Councillors for their support 
and continued contribution to the well-being 
of the Parish, but a special mention goes to our 
clerk, David Walton, who has worked tirelessly 
throughout these demanding times, to keep 
everything running as smoothly as it can.

I can only hope that you all keep well and safe. It 
hasn’t gone away remember!!
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My name is Andrew Craddock and I joined 
the Parish Council in January.  I have lived in the 
village for just over six years with my wife and 
two daughters aged 10 and 11.  I have roots 
locally as my grandparents were from Tamworth 
and although our last home was in East Sussex, 
when moving back to this area we chose 
Whittington as a place to live as it had a family 
feel; lots of play areas, access to the countryside, 
a primary school, shops, pubs, and local groups 
such as Brownies and Guides.  
This, and Whittington’s proximity to Lichfield, its 
major roads and the train network made it an 
attractive choice.  We have all really enjoyed our 
time so far and feel settled and welcomed into 
the village.

I have worked for Ibstock Brick for nearly 26 
years, running and now building factories and 
felt I wanted to use my skills and experiences to 
help the village in any way I could hence joining 
the Parish Council and also in 2020 I became a 
governor at Whittington Primary School.

I will do my best to make a positive contribution 
to the Parish Council.  I have joined the 
Environment Committee and the Leisure and 
Recreation Committee, with the hope that 
Whittington and Fisherwick remain great places 
to live.  On a personal note, I am looking forward 
to my kids going back to school, a pint in 
The Dog Inn 
and The Bell 
and getting out 
for a run with 
the Thursday 
Night Pub 
Runners again 
and like many, 
seeing friends 
and family.



Annamarie Stone

Megan Barr and the Sunbeams Team 

Cllr Mike Kinghan

Woodhouse Farm and Garden CIC

Sunbeams

Whittington’s Green Revolution

As a community interest company, we hope 
that we have been able to offer some support 
to the community through what has been a 
horrible 12 months. We in turn are grateful for 
the wonderful support we have received from 
volunteers and visitors.

Volunteering on the farm through the pandemic 
has not been the usual social experience but 
has enabled lots of smaller projects and main 
maintenance tasks to be carried out observing 
social distance. One project that has been a 
great success through the pandemic has been 
the creation of new pig pens in the walled 
garden. Small groups have worked to create new 
houses and install fencing. Piglets and pigs alike 
all naturally enjoy rooting through the soil, a skill 
which helps to clear old crops and weeds from 
the garden.  We hope in the future to resume 
monthly volunteering days for all those who want 
to be involved in the projects journey.

We hope this year will also see work start on 
some of the old farm buildings that are in need 
of repair and ask people to keep up to date with 
fund raising events and activities through our 
website. www.woodhousefarmandgardencic.org.
co.uk and Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/Woodhousefarmandgardencic .

We are excited for the end of lockdown and 
look forward to welcoming you back to enjoy 
the space that is Woodhouse Farm and Garden, 
please remember we are only a 20 minute walk 
out of the village via Burton Road. 

The sun is definitely getting warmer and the 
days are getting longer. By June, we hope that 
the weather will be wonderful and we will all 
be able to meet up again! Road-map permitting, 
Sunbeams will be inviting EVERYONE in the 
village who happens to be between the ages 
of 0 and 4 to come to a Picnic and Play session 
somewhere in the village, so that we can all meet 
and get to know each other (especially if you 
were born during lockdown!). Keep your eyes 
open for an invitation with all the details…you 
can bring mums, dads, grannies or anybody else 
you wish with you. 

We are delighted that we have been able to 
re-book our Tractor Ride for July 21st… we will 
be taking bookings at the picnic. Hope to see you 
there.

Contact 07870 100005 for further information

The Parish Council recognises that there is 
now overwhelming evidence that we are facing 
not one but two planetary emergencies.

•  The planet is warming at an alarming rate 
– the climate emergency

•  We are facing huge declines of wildlife – 
the ecological emergency

Together these emergencies present a serious 
threat unless drastic action is taken to address 
them. The UK Government has made a 
commitment to reach net carbon zero by 2050 
– this means that we must reduce our carbon 
emissions and find ways to absorb the ones 
we cannot eliminate.  Reaching these goals will 
require determined and concerted efforts at all 
levels, including by individuals. Your Parish Council 
is determined to play its part in the process 
and for Whittington and Fisherwick to be in the 
forefront as an example of how these issues can 
be tackled at local level.  

Our ambitions are set out in the Ten Point Plan 
below;

We have set up a Climate Working Party which 
is developing a more detailed Action Plan to 
help us deliver on the ten points. One of the 
early actions is to submit an application for 
funding to the Rural Community Energy Fund to 
develop a specific plan to help us de-carbonise 
the Parish’s heating requirements. We will keep 
you posted with ideas and progress but we’d 
also like your ideas for ways of helping the parish 
become greener, reducing carbon and improving 
biodiversity, so please do get in touch with your 
suggestions. Please send them to either 
mike.kinghan1@gmail.com or 
davidjfwalton@aol.com 

To address these emergencies the Parish 
Council will adopt the following approach:

1. Quantify the Parish’s carbon emissions and 
the component parts so that we can track 
these going forward

2. Develop a plan for de-carbonising heat 
(domestic and commercial) in the parish 
including investigating the potential for 
establishing a heat network 

3. Investigate the feasibility of installing 
public electric vehicle charging points in 
the villages

4. Work with WFEG and wildlife bodies to 
develop a biodiversity plan for the parish 
to help and restore our wildlife (building on 
River of Flowers and other recent projects)

5. Encourage/promote a shift to more 
walking and cycling and lobby for cycle 
ways, and the protection and improvement 
of footpaths

6. Promote recycling including the best use 
and understanding of existing facilities and 
look to provide options for more 
difficult-to-recycle items

7. Regularly review Parish Council activities 
to ensure that our services are delivered 
in the most sustainable manner possible, 
minimising carbon emissions, and avoiding 
negative impacts on wildlife and waste

8. Promote the reduction and ultimately 
elimination of single use plastics and 
replacement with sustainable materials

9. Engage with farmers and other landowners 
in the village to encourage sustainable 
wildlife friendly practices which minimise 
carbon emissions, support biodiversity 
and reduce waste

10.  Actively promote an understanding in 
the Parish of the climate and ecological 
emergencies and the road to net zero 
and encourage all residents to take 
appropriate action
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Cllr Chris Millar  Cllr Gemma Griffith

 Lisa Fenton, District Commissioner

Lich�eld Litter Legends Red Phone Box

Girlguiding Whittington

I know I am not the only one who is angry, 
disgusted and saddened by all the litter strewn 
around the village, our parks and particularly 
the grass verges of the approach roads.  Litter 
is not only unattractive but is a health hazard to 
humans and a danger to wildlife.  

However, there is a group of dedicated 
volunteers based in Lichfield whose sole aim 
is to make Lichfield and the surrounding area 
litter free.  The name of the group is 
LICHFIELD LITTER LEGENDS.

Founding group member, Bob Harrison 
says, “Although the group initially started in 
October 2019, in June of 2020 we formed an 
Unincorporated Charitable Association, wrote 
our constitution and organised a committee. 
We created our mascot Lennie The Hedgehog 
to remind us that we were not just litter picking 
to make our areas look clean and tidy but also 
to protect our wildlife. From this point on we 
opened up our sphere of operation to the whole 
of Lichfield and started to attract more interest 
from residents. During 2020 the group collected 
an astonishing total of 2178 bags which equates 
to around 15 tonnes of litter. 

However, in the last few weeks we are breaking 
all records. We have over 140 volunteers 
registered with us and, so far this year, in 2 
months, we have collected over 1500 bags of 
litter. Whist our main aim is to keep this beautiful 
city tidy and free from litter, the group want 

to take a message to our local schools as it is 
felt that education is needed to help our litter 
problem. To this end, the group is compiling an 
Education Pack based around a book which has 
been written and illustrated about our mascot, 
Lennie the Hedgehog.  The ultimate aim is a Litter 
Free Lichfield, and we will eventually achieve our 
aim”.

We know of at least 2 residents who are 
currently active Litter Legends, but we need 
more. The great thing about LLL is that you do 
not have to commit to keeping a certain street 
or area litter free.  Nor do you have to commit 
to how often you go out to pick up litter.  You 
simply collect litter from wherever and whenever 
you can in the green bags which are provided 
for you, pop a sticker (also provided) on the bag 
to show that it has been collected by a Legend, 
leave your bags beside any of the Council litter 
bins in the village, report the location of the bags 
on the Lichfield District Council website and they 
will take the bags away.  

After registering with the group you will be 
provided with a LLL high viz jacket, green bags, 
stickers, and a grabber.  There is a dedicated 
Facebook page where Legends can post 
information about where and how much litter 
they have collected.  If you love where you live 
and would like to help us achieve a litter free 
Parish then please contact Bob Harrison on 
07913 418728, harrisonbob1@gmail.com  

Following the purchase of the red telephone 
box on Langton Crescent by the Parish Council, 
we are excited to announce it is now open as a 
seed and plant swap box.

The idea started to form during lockdown, 
when the local buying and selling sites highlighted 
many people offering plant cuttings/seedlings up 
for collection to other villagers. A vote on our 
council Facebook site suggested the community 
thought this would be a good use for the box 
and the idea was born. Shelving has been put up 
inside the box and local talented artist Hattie 
Queen has designed and made a fantastic sign 
for outside the box. To start off the ‘swaps’ the 
Parish Council has donated a number of plants 
which have been placed inside the box and these 
are available free of charge to villagers, perhaps 
to swap for a cutting/plant/bulbs from your own 
garden?

The box on the floor allows for swaps/donations 
of garden tools/unwanted small garden items.

This is a village resource so please visit and use 
and enjoy this new facility.

Girlguiding Whittington continues to run 
virtual sessions and each group has had their 
share of guests including magicians, African 
drummers, astronomers, RNLI and clay 
modelers to name a few. Talks have included 
subjects like hedgehog care and the Mountain 
Rescue Service.

In November, Brownies took part in a Harry 
Potter virtual sleepover, completing challenges, 
practicing their spells and making potions. They 
even met the owls from the films.  February half 
term saw Girlguiding Whittington come together 
to celebrate “World Thinking Day”. This is 
celebrated on 22nd February and since 1926, the 
ten million Guides and Girl Scouts from across 
the world have thought about their ‘sisters’ and 
renewed their Guiding Promise. During the week, 
over 50 members took part in activities from 
each of our world centres, played games and 

sang at our virtual campfire.  We were also lucky 
to meet with Canadian Sparks when we joined 
Lichfield units for ‘Laughing Yoga’.

Despite the challenges we face, badges continue 
to be achieved and 11 Gold Awards to Guides 
have been presented recently. An amazing 
achievement!  Guiding continues to be the 
highlight of the week for both leaders and girls, 
enthusiasm abounds and laughter keeps us all 
going. None of this would be possible without 
the dedication and commitment of our volunteer 
leaders, some of whom are key workers, but 
continue to ensure that Guiding is very much 
alive in Whittington. Thank you for all you do!

If you or your daughter would like 
to get involved then please email 
whittingtondistrictgirlguidng@gmail.com 9
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Cllr John Cannon

HS2 gears up for main construction works

Most  villagers will be aware that, after crossing 
the A51 and the golf course, the High Speed 
line skirts the west side of the village, crossing 
Lichfield Road, Darnford Lane and Cappers 
Lane before passing under the West Coast 
Main Line, the South Staffordshire Railway and 
the A38. This will involve the construction of 
6 bridges – each of which can be considered 
a major engineering installation – all of which 
will include a substantial amount of preliminary 
enabling work. The timescale for these key 
activities (indicated by relevant quarter and 
year) is briefly summarised below.  Please bear 
in mind that these are target dates and will be 
subject to adjustment and refinement as work 
proceeds.  In this context an ‘underbridge’ is 
where the road passes under the railway line 
whilst an ‘overbridge’ is where the road crosses 
above the track or other feature 
(in this case the canal).

1. PRELIMINARY WORKS:  
Timeline 1Q21 -1Q22 
 
This will include demolition of the old golf 
clubhouse (now ongoing) and Ruttle Plant 
Hire, utility and ground condition surveys - 
followed by a water main diversion in the 
A51.

2. A51 OVERBRIDGE:  
Timeline 2Q22 – 2Q23 
 
This will include temporary road diversion 
works to allow the new bridge to be built 
on the existing A51 prior to excavating the 
cutting through which the track will enter 
the golf course.

3. LICHFIELD ROAD UNDERBRIDGE:  
Timeline 2Q22 – 2Q23 
 
This will initially require the construction 
a temporary access bridge to link the golf 
course with adjoining sections of the line 
trace, to be replaced by the permanent 
bridge structure.

4. DARNFORD LANE OVERBRIDGE:  
Timeline 2Q22 – 2Q23 
 
This will entail constructing a permanent 
road diversion which will include the new 
bridge.

5. CAPPERS LANE DIVERSION:  
Timeline 2Q22 – 4Q24 
 
Cappers lane will be diverted along a 
re-aligned Broad Lane before re-joining 
the existing road by Mill Farm. The work 
involves building bridges over both the rail 
line and the canal.

6. CAPPERS LANE VIADUCT:  
Timeline 4Q22 - 3Q25 
 
This will cross low lying ground next to Mill 
farm and span across a diverted section of 
the canal before joining the embankment 
across a truncated Cappers Lane.

As you can see, the remainder of this year is 
largely given over to preliminary investigative 
works and service diversions.  Main construction 
works will then be ramped up in 2022 and run 
on until late 2025 – or possibly later. Track laying, 
signal installation and commissioning would 
follow under separate contracts.  By any measure 
constructing these major engineering structures 
will be challenging.  The contractor plans to 
maximise off site fabrication but delivering bridge 
beams up to 25m long (via the slip road from 
the A38 already in place) will be a formidable 
undertaking!

The Parish Council will of course seek to 
minimise any accompanying disruption through 
regular liaison meetings with the contractor 
- and as always keep you fully up to date with 
developments.

HS2 
Track

N

3

1
2

4

5
6



13

David Walton, Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer

Cllr Julia Spencer and Megan Barr

Cllr Garry Hyde

Parish Council Budget for Next Year, 
2021-2022

Playground News!

Social Environment and 
Tackling Loneliness

By the time you read this you will have 
received your 2021/22 Council Tax bill from 
Lichfield District Council. This shows the 
amount due to your Parish Council is just £50 
for a typical property (band “D”), which equates 
to less than £1 per week. Although someone 
once said “isn’t it appropriate that the first 
month of the tax year begins with April Fool’s 
Day and ends with cries of May Day”, we need 
to keep the Parish Council’s share of your bill 
in perspective.  We have estimated that for next 
year we need an extra £2.30 per household – 
equivalent to an increase of 5.5% or just less 
than 5p per week. This will give the Council an 
extra £2,627 in total for the whole year. 

One of the Parish Council’s key objectives is to 
provide a good range of community amenities 
and of course to also maintain the facilities 
we already have, including the 4 parks that we 
all enjoy. Another objective is to improve the 
appearance of the Parish. 

I will now explain how we have spent your 
money last year. With over 300 trees, excluding 
numerous conifers, to look after one of our 
biggest costs is to make sure those trees are in 
good condition. During the year we paid £2,600 
for a tree survey and spent a further £8,500 
doing tree surgery work at Whittington Woods, 
Swan Park, and Bit End Field. This work will 
continue into the new financial year. In addition 
we have spent £15,000 on general Grass cutting 
and Grounds Maintenance. Another major cost 
is spent on General Maintenance, and hopefully 
you will have noticed that most of our play 
equipment has been spruced up, with painting 

taking place at both Noddington Park and Swan 
Park. In order to comply with Health and Safety 
regulations we have had all our equipment 
inspected and repaired as necessary costing in 
total £5,800.  

For 2021/22 the Council Tax for Whittington 
and Fisherwick (£50.00) is significantly lower than 
for neighbouring parishes; Elford (£56.76), Fradley 
and Streethay (£73.29), Harlaston (£53.54). In 
fact out of 25 parishes in the Lichfield District the 
average Parish Council Tax is £52.57.

So how are we going to spend the additional 
£2,627 that we are going to raise for 2021/22? 
In terms of day to day expenditure not much 
is changing. Inflation is very low at the moment 
so this isn’t causing any pressures. However 
the Council is increasingly concerned with the 
Climate Emergency and the loss of biodiversity 
generally that we want to do our bit to turn 
things around. We have created a Reserve of 
£1,500 for Environmental Survey costs which 
might be needed for example if the Baxters Field 
project materialises. We have also put another 
£480 into the Tree Works Reserve and another 
£1,000 into the Recreational Areas Reserve.  

Let’s not forget also that your Parish Council is 
the only type of local authority serving you that 
has unpaid Councillors; there are 15 who meet at 
least every month without any pay.

The full budget details are included on the 
Parish Council’s website. Should you have any 
questions please contact the Parish Clerk. 

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to the development of the playground in Bit End 
Field.  We are making progress and the design is looking very promising.  The next step is applying for 
funding!  We hope to have positive news for the Summer Connect.

The Parish has seen services for all its 
residents decline in recent years. During the 
period of austerity, youth services were severely 
downsized and the youth clubs closed, social 
care was stretched to the limits and leisure 
facilities have seen a decline in funding. It has 
been noticeable that there have been various 
incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. 
The Parish leisure facilities, such as Bit End Field, 
Jubilee Park, Swan Park and Noddington Park 
have seen numerous instances of drug abuse, 
alcohol abuse and large amounts of litter being 
left associated with these activities. There has 
also been an increase in the need for social 
activities and care for our ageing population. 
There is a real need within the community 
framework to identify and work towards 
improving the social environment in terms of 
leisure and youth facilities.

Whilst the Parish Council can provide and 
maintain certain leisure facilities within the Parish, 
there are some areas which are outside the remit 
or the scope of the Parish Council. The Council 
is not able to offer any Youth Club facilities as 
it does not have sufficient funding, premises or 
staff/volunteers to undertake this. The Council 
can monitor areas of concern where drug use 
and vandalism occur on their leisure areas and 
liaise with local agencies to try to prevent these 
from happening. The Parish Council can and will 
continue to provide and maintain as many areas 
for leisure as possible.

Tackling Loneliness

We can all help each other to avoid or reduce 
loneliness in all generations, not just the elderly, 
simply by taking the time to connect with each 
other. Phone family members and friends or 
use online video programmes so you can meet 
virtually, and talk face to face.

• Think about people you know who might 
be finding this time particularly difficult – 
those who are self-isolating for long periods 
or who have other challenges in their lives 
– and make a special effort to connect with 
them. 

• Remember that feeling lonely for a long 
time can make it harder for people to 
make new connections. It may be difficult 
for people experiencing loneliness to 
respond to your friendly contact at first, so 
be patient and kind.

• Alternatively, an e-mail or a text can start 
a conversation. Is there someone you have 
lost contact with? This might be the time to 
get back in touch.

• If you’re worried about what to talk about, 
think about mutual interests and arrange 
to read the same book or watch the same 
TV show.

• Online games and quizzes are another 
great way to keep in touch.

  Just a small act of thoughtfulness can make a 
difference to someone else
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David Fone Cllr Garry Hyde

Anne Hiskins

Whittington and Fisherwick Good 
Neighbours Scheme

Parish Council Environment Committee 
Meeting update

Whittington WI

WFGNS has operated successfully for over 
six years with a team of over eighty volunteers 
supporting over one hundred clients. It 
enhances the quality of life for many elderly 
and disabled residents experiencing social 
isolation, many of whom have no close family 
support. Over the years volunteers and clients 
discovered some unexpected benefits as new 
friendships developed. The scheme built on 
this by organising social events e.g., the 2019 
AGM was turned into a fish and chip lunch with 
over 150 attending. The ambition was to create 
more social activities to combat the loneliness 
and isolation that can come with getting older, 
whilst continuing with core ‘jobs’ of travel 
to medical appointments, shopping and even 
getting to the hairdressers etc.

Then came Covid!

The team was determined to continue and 
introduced a Covid compliant transport 
procedure. A Covid Crew of lower risk volunteer 
drivers (under 70’s) was formed from new 
and existing volunteers. They have continued 
to support requests for essential medical 
trips, including getting many clients to their 
vaccinations. More befriending telephone calls 
have been made. The social events had to be 
postponed but every client enjoyed the delivery 
of a Christmas hamper (see photo), and the joint 
Fairtrade Coffee morning has been substituted 
by a delivery of a Fairtrade package tea/coffee 
and home-made cake with a bunch of daffodils.

WFGNS continues to function through Covid. 
New clients and volunteers are very welcome!!

Contact 01543624310 to find out more

The Parish Environment Committee met 
virtually on Wednesday 10th February 2021.  
The following important items of interest were 
discussed and the current status is as follows: 

Health and Safety: The newly formed Health and 
Safety Committee are working on new risk and 
hazard assessments for the leisure facilities within 
the Parish.

WFEG: The Parish Council continues its 
close links with WFEG regarding climate and 
environmental issues. We welcomed Julian Floyd 
on to the Committee, replacing Ruth Meek 
as the WFEG representative. There has been 
significantly more bulb planting in the Parish 
to augment the current river of flowers and 
woodland. We are not sure if the Heart of 
England, Britain in Bloom Competition will go 
ahead this year, but preparation will take place to 
preserve our Gold Status. Whittington Woodland 
is the home of three types of bat and it is hoped 
to be able to provide more bat boxes this year.

Council Priorities

1. The Parish Council has submitted a 
proposal, developed in conjunction with 
WFEG and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust to 
DMS Whittington.  This envisages turning 
Baxter’s field, off Common Lane, into 
a nature reserve to be used by village 
residents and Whittington School, subject 
to a lease from DMS and funding being 
obtained from external sources.

2. Climate Change, Environment and Social 
Isolation continue to be prioritised.  Policies 
and action plans are now in their final 
stages. These will look at ways to reduce 
carbon footprint, better use resources, 
use local business and produce, and try to 
alleviate social isolation.

Other areas under review are concerned with 
cycle and pathways, especially the Rights of Way 
over the new golf course, and tree works. All 
trees have been audited and surveyed and all 
necessary remedial work will be carried out.

Grounds Maintenance: The new grass cutting 
season will recommence on April 1st.  However, 
our contractors have been working hard over the 
winter, maintaining our open spaces and cutting 
down trees and overhanging foliage.

Litter Picking: We have had to cancel our 
organised litter picks, but we are grateful to all 
those residents who have been playing their part 
and picking up litter on their walks. There is a 
scheme called Lichfield Litter Legends, details can 
be found on page 8.

Highways issues: We have actively pursued 
the resurfacing of Cappers Lane. By the time 
you read this the promised work on the worst 
section should be complete. The Dog Crossroads 
and parking in Church Street and Back Lane are 
subject of ongoing dialogue with Staffordshire 
County Council. 

New Housing and Land Allocation: Lichfield 
District Council have produced their draft 
Land Allocation Document and their ideas 
to release Green Belt for development. The 
area in Whittington they have allocated is off 
Huddlesford Lane. The plan is to allow at least 
75 new houses on this site. It would involve 
demolishing a bungalow and outbuildings and 
building a new entrance off Back Lane. The 
plan will be subject to scrutiny and comment. 
The Parish Council will voice its concerns and 
comments then, as can local residents.  

 If any resident has any comments, favourable or 
otherwise, or any suggestions or initiatives please 
contact the Parish Council.

At our regular ‘Zoom’ meetings we have had a 
variety of speakers including a flower arranging 
lesson where we were shown how to make a 
simple table arrangement. This idea was then 
used for a competition.  We had Sunday Tea 
with Granny, a lovely talk about life in Africa, 
a quiz and a ‘Christmas Party’.  Unfortunately 
there are only a dozen or so members who 
regularly use Zoom.

Prior to Christmas, the committee made up 
goody bags for each member.  Sheila and Anne 
made small tote bags from festive material and 
Nicola sourced the contents, including a lip balm, 

hand sanitiser, chocolate Father Christmas, hand 
cream, decorated nail file, a string of bottle lights, 
tea bags, a miniature Baileys Irish Cream, a tea 
light plus a very special Christmas card which 
had been the winning entry to our birthday 
competition. These were all delivered by our 
President and Secretary over one weekend.

On a very sad note one of our lovely members 
passed away a few weeks ago.  Hazel will be so 
missed by us all.  Our thoughts go out to Allan 
and his family. Her name will live on as she was 
the first winner of the WI Centenary Salver for 
cake making and her name is engraved on this.
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Steve Barr Cllr Bob Wood

Fred Stack Cllr Bob Wood

 Whittington and Fisherwick 
Fairtrade

Parish Council 
Health and Safety

Whittington Wednesday Club
Whittington Cra� and Country Fair, 

September 4th 2021

Unfortunately 2021 Fairtrade Fortnight was 
mid-lockdown, so our usual Coffee Morning 
could not take place.  However, with the help of 
a team of Good Neighbours, we were able to 
deliver 92 bags of Coffee-and-Cake-At-Home 
to Good Neighbour clients on February 27th.  
The bags were a gift from the Cheese Cavern 
in Lichfield, and each one contained a box of 
teabags and a bar of chocolate (both Fairtrade, 
of course), donated by Central England Co-op 
(Boley Park) and a bunch of daffodils, courtesy 
of Tamworth Co-op (Whittington), as well as 
Fairtrade coffee bags and delicious homemade 
cake.  Comments on Facebook included: “It was a 
lovely surprise, very much appreciated - and the 
cake was delicious.  Thank you to all concerned.  
What a lovely and caring village we live in.”

World Fair Trade Day is Saturday 8th May and 
we hope that Annamarie and her helpers will 
be able to host the traditional Big Breakfasts 
and Tempting Teas at Woodhouse Community 
Farm and Garden.  As regards the ever popular 
Fairtrade wine tasting, the jury is still out on 
whether we can (and should) go ahead, but 

the provisional date is Tuesday 13th July.  And 
homemade Fairtrade goodies will be back at the 
Bell once the monthly Village Market restarts 
there.

To keep up to date with events, please check 
Facebook.  We have our own Whittington 
Fairtrade pages, and news will also be posted 
on What’s Happening Whittington.  Contact 
Steve or Megan Barr on 01543 432605 or 
stevebarruk@yahoo.com to find out more.

The Parish Council is in the process of 
establishing a health and safety management 
system. Hazard surveys have been completed 
on land for which it is responsible. This should 
identify areas for concern and improvement. 

Health and safety within the Parish is everyone’s 
responsibility. Should anyone have concerns over 
anything they perceive as potentially unsafe or 
has the potential to cause harm to others they 
should initially contact the Parish Clerk, David 
Walton, who will carefully consider each issue 
raised.  

Hedges: It has been brought to the attention 
of the Parish Council that there are a number 
of hedges throughout the village that pose a 
health and safety hazard to pavement users. 
This becomes particularly dangerous when 
mothers with push chairs and users of motorised 
buggies are prevented from using the pavement 
by hedges that extend out over the pavement 
forcing them into the road.

Residents are reminded that it is their 
responsibility to ensure that any hedges sited on 
their boundaries do not protrude over the public 
pavements. 

The Parish Council would prefer that residents 
maintain the hedges voluntarily without the 
need to resort to letters  asking for the hedge 
to be cut back or  in extreme cases, if no action 
is taken, referring the matter to Staffordshire 
County Highways Department. They have a 
system of dealing with this hazard  by sending 
their own contractors to cut the problem 
hedge and this is followed by the householder 
receiving a substantial bill for any remedial works 
undertaken.

If any elderly or infirm residents are struggling 
to maintain or need assistance with this practice, 
they should contact the Parish Council Clerk 
who may be able to assist in some way.   

The Chairperson and Committee trust you are 
all well. Sad to say that since our last meeting 
we have lost a number of members and our 
sympathies go to all concerned.

For those worried about their refunds from 
cancelled events, rest assured that these will be 
refunded when it is safe and practicable to do 
so.  Some pleasing news - the club has received 

£670 from the Co-op - thank you to those who 
donated their dividends.

Following the latest Government advice it looks 
unlikely we will be able to meet again before 
the second Wednesday in July.  I will keep you 
informed if things change.   In the meantime, take 
care and keep safe.

All being well restrictions should be relaxed 
sufficiently by September to allow the village 
Craft & Country Fair to proceed as per previous 
years. Planning is well underway for this event.  
However there is always a requirement for 
individuals to step forwards and assist as part 
of the planning team or helping out on the day 
itself with the many numerous tasks required to 
support the fair.  If you feel you are able to lend 
your support to what we hope will be another 
momentous occasion, please get in touch with 
the fair organiser as follows: 

Bob Wood; email: wcforganiser1@gmail.com  
text: 07722 646449  

We hope stalls will be in abundance and 
entertainment for all will ensure your day at 
Whittington Craft & Country Fair will be a 
memorable one. Book the 4th of September 
in your ‘staycation diary’ as something to look 
forward!  Stay safe and healthy. 
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Amanda Baran

Leisure and Recreation 
Committee

Progress at the Old School 
development site

1st Whittington Scouts

A new subcommittee of the Parish Council 
has been established with the purpose of 
maintaining and promoting village leisure and 
recreation assets. Since our first meeting, we 
have managed to improve some of our facilities.  
The trees have been cut back in Noddington 
Park to allow in more light and the play 
equipment has been repainted so it’s looking 
really vibrant again. The pathway is due to be 
repaired in May as roots from nearby trees have 
created a trip hazard so please take extra care 
if using the path.

The goalmouth areas on the football pitch in 
Swan Park are going to be repaired and new 
nets installed. We are hoping the tennis court will 
be cleaned of algae ready for reopening on the 

29th March and pickle ball lines are going to be 
painted soon.

It was noted last year that the bike track at 
Jubilee Park had become quite overgrown so a 
new maintenance contract has been put in place 
to prevent this happening again.

In the long term, we are looking to install new 
play equipment for younger children at Bit End 
Field which I hope to be able to give an update 
on in the next edition of Connect.

We would welcome any thoughts or ideas you 
have to improve village facilities, so please contact 
either myself or the Parish Clerk. 

Mid-June saw the arrival at the old Whittington 
School site of Phil and Carlos along with their 
band of merry men fresh from completing the 
renovation and conversion of the grade 2 listed 
Streethay Farmhouse. Well versed from this 
very similar previous project, the Whittington 
site commenced with the removal of the 
building fronting Main Street along with the soft 
strip of the site and two remaining buildings.

Favourable autumnal weather allowed for good 
progress with the six new-builds on site up to 
Christmas, culminating with the placement of 
chimneys in time for Christmas Eve. December 
also saw the Parish Council kindly chose the 
name Old School Close for the private cul-de-sac 
at their monthly meeting which was ratified by 
Lichfield District Council in January.

The New Year saw rapid progress with roofing 
and fenestration works, detailed restoration of 
the original sandstone windows being undertaken 
by local stonemason Rob from the village.  
Colder weather saw sanctuary internally with 
first fix electrics and plumbing, along with the 
commencement of boarding out and plastering 

of the new-builds. Removal and then rebuilding 
of the wall using the original bricks along Main 
Street will allow for pedestrian access to be 
provided to the front dwellings along with gas, 
electric, water and sewer services.

All the dwellings on site will be available for 
rent once completed in the Autumn of 2021 
via John German Lettings agent in Lichfield 
(01543 419121)

www.johngerman.co.uk

We must thank all the parents who have got 
involved with all our projects which sometimes 
admittedly get a bit messy, Skippy and Squirrel’s 
Beaver DIY bird feeders being a good case in 
point!  It  turns out peanut butter may well be 
loved by the birds but not quite so much in the 
family office!!

Our latest activity for all our group is our Easter 
Trail with the tantalising possibility of receiving an 
Easter Egg at the end!  A fun Easter Activity to 
find our way through the area with the help of a 
compass and instructions. 

We look forward to our face-to-face meetings 
getting back up and running, as I write this, its 
looking like after the Easter Holidays.  Fingers 
Crossed! We have lots of support from Scouts 
Headquarters on what is required to keep us all 
safe.  

Has this year got you thinking you would like to 
get more involved in our village community? Have 
you always wanted to make a raft, go camping, 
get crafting, or teach someone a new skill? Why 
not consider being a Cub Leader?  Email or ring 
Skip on holderhouse@sky.com / 07793 004043. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

Gary Young, PR Coordinator, St Giles Hospice

Remember your loved ones with a �oral 
tribute in a St Giles Hospice garden

Families can remember their loved ones and 
celebrate the lives they lived at a special St 
Giles Hospice memorial garden in Whittington 
this spring. Relatives and friends are being 
invited to dedicate a unique Celebrate Lives 
Lived orange Gerbera peg, personalised with 
the name of their loved one, in return for a 
donation which will help to fund the work of St 
Giles supporting patients living with a terminal 
illness.

For 2021, St Giles has also set up a special 
new virtual garden with the name of your loved 
one next to an orange Gerbera in an online 
display which can be viewed at any time. This 
is particularly useful for people who are self-
isolating or who do not wish to visit in person. 
The gardens will create a colourful display of 
Gerbera pegs dedicated to the memory of 
loved ones, whether they have been cared for 
at St Giles Hospice or not, which will be open 

to visitors throughout May, following current 
Government COVID-19 guidelines.

Chloe Herbert, Head of Fundraising at St Giles 
Hospice, said: “Celebrate Lives Lived offers a 
special way to remember your loved ones each 
spring. You can come to the garden in a safe 
and socially-distanced visit and at the end of the 
month you can take the Gerbera peg home as a 
special keepsake or to plant in your own garden”.

To dedicate your Gerbera, visit 
www.stgileshospice.com/celebrateliveslived 
or call 01543 432538 before midday 
on Friday 16th April.




