
 

A few words from our chairman 
 

After the Christmas break, it was good to see so many of the ‘Friends of 

the Museum’ at the recent meeting to discuss this year’s events. 2018 

will be busy and I’m hoping the national Great War commemorative pro-

gramme will result in even more visitors attending our museum. 

During January and February our maintenance days were ‘on hold’ but 

March will see us back in action. If you can spare an hour or two on the 

first Monday of the month, then we will be delighted to see you – we’ll 

have a cup of tea waiting! 

Finally, a huge thank you to Nick Williams, who manages to fill our news-

letter with so many interesting articles and still finds time to help main-

tain the vehicles at the museum, as well as his front of house duties. 

Cheers, Nick. 

 

Hillary Hinks 
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Museum 
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Project Brew up 

urgent appeal. 
   

 

Project lead Lynne Mace makes an 

urgent appeal for assistance.  

We are making real progress on our 

project to re-create a Second World 

War WVS Mobile Canteen. Plans 

are being finalized and funding has 

pretty much been agreed. However, 

we do still need to source a suitable 

old caravan for use as a base for the 

vehicle.  

We would love to hear from anyone 

who knows where we can get hold of 

one. 

  

 

 



Friends on tour 

Continuing our occasional series about friends visits 

to other Museums around the UK and the world, 

Friends Secretary Nick Williams tells us about his 

day out in the far south west of England. 

We were on a visit to Cornwall, when my wife heard 

that some of her work friends were holidaying in the 

area and were staying near to the old airfield at Da-

vidstow. “Old, and an Airfield” I thought?  A quick 

check of the “tinternet”, revealed that the Cornwall 

at War Museum was indeed located at the ex RAF 

base, next to a cracking cheese factory, so had all the 

makings of a grand day out. When I noticed that the 

museum looked about the size of our own, and that 

the standard entry fee was £5, a whole pound more 

than ours, it became apparent that I needed to make 

a research visit. 

 

I sought permission from my wife, on the basis that 

I would magnanimously entertain myself letting her 

spend time with her friends without me cramping 

her style, and off I went. 

Access to the museum was easy, a short distance off 

the main A39, and close to Tintagel. It is however on 

the second highest point in Cornwall, so can be 

windswept and exposed compared to the coast. Best 

make sure you take warm clothing along just in case. 

I was met by an enthusiastic volunteer, as well as the 

couple who own the museum and have built it up 

from a bunch of derelict buildings over the last 10 

years or so. I checked out the shop, which stocked 

many of the same items as our own. So clearly we 

must be getting something right! 

I was then handed a printed map of the site, and off 

I went. The museum’s collection is housed in a mix 

of huts, buildings, and sheds mostly dating from the 

airfields original construction during WW2. These 

included an officer’s squash court that seemed ra-

ther self-indulgent, until you realized that it was 

also intended to be used as the mortuary if needed. 

 

Each building was crammed full with an eclectic mix 

of exhibits and artifacts, ranging from the time when 

it was used as a transit point for aircraft arriving 

from the Americas and for costal command work, 

through to its use for a major exercise during the 

hasty preparations for the Falklands War.  

 

Other rooms held displays ranging from collections 

of weapons, model kits, uniforms, a recreation of a 

WW1 trench dug out, the WW2 home front, and a 

display about animals at war. I found the story of the 

joint UK and US information center that received 

electronic intelligence on Wasaw Pact submarine ac-

tivity in the Atlantic during the cold war particularly 

interesting. That was all housed in a huge bunker 

complex on the edge of what is now Newquay Air-

port. I did wonder how many surfer dudes and stag 

do attendees passing through the airport ever ques-

tion what the huge concrete bunkers are for. 

 



Scattered all around the site were numerous exhibits 

including a short section of trench railway complete 

with working locomotive and trucks. I admit that I 

did spend a few moments, pondering how we could 

get that moved 200 miles north to Whittington.  

 

For an additional fee, visitors can go on a daily 

motorised guided tour of the whole airfield. 

Needless to say I just didn’t have time for that, but 

for me the jewel in the museum’s crown was the 

recently constructed small hanger housing a 

collection of military vehicles and aircraft. All 

clearly benefiting from being brought in out of the 

weather. 

 

 

 

Interestingly there is even a little self-service café, 

where visitors can help themselves to a hot or cold 

drink, and leave money in an honesty box. 

The Cornwall at War museum contains a fascinating 

collection put together by a small and dedicated 

team. The story of the museum is almost as 

interesting as the exhibits themselves. It has to be 

worth a fiver, and a good few hours of your time if 

you are in the area. Just remember to wrap up warm. 

 

Thank you, and keep up the 

good work.  

There are many reasons why our Fiends and 

Volunteers put in so much effort for our Museum. 

Most do it just because they do, and would carry on 

even if no one were to notice. However it’s always 

satisfying when that work is recognized, especially 

by people who have deep connections to the 

Staffords. The following letter was received by the 

friends, following a visit by Mr and Mrs Thompson.  

They had taken a trip down from Sheffield to try and 

find out more about their uncle Harry Ellis, who had 

served as a Private in the North Staffs, and arrived 

at the museum right in the middle of one of our 

summer Discovery Days. 



 

 

 

 

Dear All 

We thought it was appropriate to thank you for all the help 

that you gave us during our visit to the Staffordshire 

Regiment Museum at Wittington Barracks 16th August 

2017, everyone was very helpful and enthusiastic.   

We were very fortunate that you were having an event to 

commemorate the battle of Passchendaele. It was such 

coincidence as we were looking for information about how 

my Uncle Private Harry Ellis of the 9th Bn., North 

Staffordshire Regiment had died. We were aware of 

certain information which we obtained from the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission and I had in 

fact visited his grave near Ypres. Harry was killed on the 

28th of July 1917 3 days before the start of the battle of 

Passchendaele. 

We are very grateful to your researcher Vic who was 

unbelievably helpful in finding the information that we 

required in various places on the internet, which included 

Uncle Harrys Service Record and excerpts from the 

regiment’s war diary around the day he died. It emerged 

that he was killed by a machine gun bullet whilst 

improving a trench ready for the attack. 

We also were lucky enough to take advantage of the trench 

tour and was able to talk to your tunneling expert Bill. 

We must say that having spent most of the day with you 

we were hard pushed to do the Museum tour justice and 

will definitely be visiting again soon. 

 

Private Harry Ellis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 9th Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment was 

formed as a service battalion in 1914. It became a 

pioneer battalion in 1915, and went on to serve in 

France and Belgium from 1915 through to 1919. It 

saw extensive service on the Western Front, and was 

heavily involved in the preparations for the 

Passchendaele offensive of 1917. 

 

Troops of the North Staffordshire Regiment at 

the Riqueval Bridge on the St Quentin Canal, 

October 1918 



Tommy Atkins on Parade 

The museums new photo opportunity figure, 

Corporal Tommy Atkins arrived just in time to 

reinforce our commemoration of the 1917 Battle of 

Passchendaele.

 

Tommy depicts a soldier of the north Staffordshire 

regiment taking a rest before making his way into 

the front line trench network on the western front 

during the latter stages of the Great War. 

Based on original artwork by museum friend and 

artist Paul Hitchin, he was created from mainly 

donated materials and has been presented to the 

museum as another gift from the friends. 

 

What the public say 

In order to carry on honoring and remembering the 

sacrifice and service of the soldiers of our region, it’s 

important that we focus on meeting the needs of our 

visitors. The museum has recently appointed a new 

administrator and finance manager Dawn Smyth.  

As a part of her duties she has been collating the 

information contained in customer feedback forms, 

along with other comments from the public. The 

results make interesting reading. Visitors were 

mainly from the central midlands area, but some did 

travel long distances, the furthest being Lendon in 

Australia. Well over 90% of customers giving 

feedback rated us as good in all areas, and 

interestingly more females gave feedback than male 

visitors. Dawn said that some forms contained 

useful comments on the displays which we are 

taking into account.  

We are also getting more feedback via Trip advisor, 

where we currently have a score of 4.5 out of a 

maximum 5 stars. Here are a selection of some of 

those comments. 

Me and my family recently visited here and we all loved 

it. There are many items to view and it is good to see the 

different sections of how the Stafford's evolved. The 

trenches are amazing and it is something that is unique 

that I have never come across before. We had a brilliant 

time and it was at a really good price of £10 for a family 

ticket. 

A little hidden treasure. A very informative museum, full 

of Staffordshire regiment memorabilia, with some great 

WW1 trenches to explore outside. Well worth the small 

entrance fee if you get chance to pop in. I would highly 

recommend for all ages. 

Visited SRM on the 4 Nov, very cheap to entrance, loads 

to see and do with very informed volunteers, the air raid 

bunker was a real eye opener. The museum is very well 

laid out with a good synopsis, will definitely visit again 



The annual visit 
 

Yvonne Ritchie, of the North Down Ulster Defence 

Regiment Association, shares her thoughts on her 

groups recent visit to our region. 

 

The Regimental Association of The Ulster Defence 

Regiment has been visiting the NMA at Lichfield, off 

and on now, since around 1997. We have watched it 

grow into a tremendous location for veterans to 

meet, remember, and share our stories. 

 

As the Welfare/Leisure Officer for the my local UDR 

Assoc Branch (North Down), I like to pack in as 

much as I can when we go on a trip - mainly because 

the cost of flights for that short trip across the Irish 

sea, are expensive.  Travelling by boat from Belfast 

is two days lost either side of the trip, so flying is the 

best as I have to take in to consideration that some 

of the travellers have disabilities and from personal 

experience, I know sitting in a coach for hours ends 

up with a very stiff and painful body.   

 

My itinerary, which is usually for a Fri-Sun trip, usu-

ally starts off arriving at EMA as it is a quieter air-

port and the coaches can get closer to the en-

trance.  Then we stay in a local Lichfield Hotel, HIE 

and Ramada Orbital are two that we have frequently 

used.  My itinerary will let the travellers know what 

is on the theatre so that should they wish they can 

book tickets in advance. 

 

One of my popular locations when we go to Staf-

fordshire, is a visit on Sunday to the Staffordshire 

Regiment Museum, where we receive a very warm 

welcome from staff and volunteers.  

  

The museum, although small in comparison to nor-

mal museums, is well worth a visit, with a fantastic 

military display including tanks, trenches, and a 

small child area for them to dress up as service per-

sonnel, and of course the shop.  A Memorial Garden 

at the rear has been added in the past two years 

which is a very fitting tribute to the memory of those 

colleagues who have departed. 

 

On my visit this year, I got a shock as I had been tell-

ing my travellers about the beautiful large rug on 

display in the museum, only to discover its loan pe-

riod was up and it was gone.  Luckily I had a picture 

of it on my phone to prove it was real and it was not 

part of my Irish blarney talking! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes there are fetes which occur during our 

trip, so this adds to the venture.  There is a range of 

stalls of military items including books, clothing, 

badges, and then there is the competitions that can 

get the rivalry drummed up with the visitors com-

peting against each other at the airsoft or whatever. 

 

Just last week I recommended the IG (Ulster) Branch 

to stop off at the museum when they go to the NMA 

in 2018. I am always happy to recommend the Staf-

fordshire Regimental Museum and Memorial Gar-

den. 

 

 The impressive and poignant, In Flanders Field 

poppy tapestry on display in the museums main 

gallery during 2016. Depicting a WW1 

Staffordshire soldier looking over a field of the 

fallen, the piece of textile artwork was created by a 

team of ninety volunteers from the greater 

Birmingham area, who mastered the arts of rug 

making, knitting and felting during its creation. 

 

 

 



Night in the Trenches bigger 

than ever. 

Our signature night in the trenches, held last year on 

11th November, was bigger than ever. Tour tickets 

sold out weeks before the event, and the trench 

network was brought to life by over forty reenactors. 

In addition to the usual troops on parade, we saw an 

advance guard from the American Expeditionary 

Force, who started to arrive on the western front in 

force, in early 1918.  

 

Given that this year’s event will take place over the 

weekend of the hundredth anniversary of the 

Armistice, it’s likely that interest will be greater than 

ever.  

 

Event coordinator, Steve Hemming, has been 

looking at ways to accommodate the expected 

increase in visitors wanting to attend. He is also 

considering making it a two day event, with 

reenactors staying onsite overnight and taking part 

in a remembrance ceremony at 11am on the Sunday 

11th November 2018. Steve says “given that WW1 

groups are likely to be in great demand next year, we have 

started our planning process earlier than normal. I would 

ask all friends and volunteers to mark the date in their 

diary, as a high profile weekend event is sure to need all 

hands to the pump.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States declared war on Germany on April 

6, 1917. It didn’t officially join the Allies, and 

although the US closely cooperated with the Allies 

militarily it acted alone in diplomacy.  

The American Expeditionary Force (AEF), arrived in 

large numbers on the Western Front in the summer of 

1918.  

The U.S. mobilized over 4 million military personnel 

and suffered 110,000 deaths, including 43,000 due to 

the influenza pandemic of 1918. 

 

 

 



 

Mercians help to Strike Gold 

Tamworth’s 2017 Britain in Bloom entry which was 

themed ‘Mercian 10 – the Heart of England’s Infantry’ 

has resulted in the town, which was the Ancient 

capital of Mercia, striking GOLD for the eighth year 

in a row. 

The accolade in the ‘Small City’ category was 

revealed at a ceremony at Warwick Castle on the 

evening of September 14.  Representatives from 

Tamworth Borough Council’s Assets and 

Environment team attended the ceremony to collect 

the awards where Tamworth also picked up two 

additional special awards for the community 

cabinet. 

Highlight of the towns display was the Mercian 

crest, and motto set out in flowers on the Lichfield 

Road traffic island on the main route to our museum 

from Tamworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mercian Regiment is the Heart of England’s 

Infantry, recruiting from the five counties which 

formed the ancient Kingdom of Mercia: Staffordshire 

Cheshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and 

Worcestershire. 

Formed on 1st September 2007 through the 

amalgamation of the Stafford’s and two other existing 

Regiments. The Regiment has been engaged on eight 

operational deployments since its formation, making 

it currently one of the most operationally experienced 

regiments in the British Army. 

 

 

 



Know who you are working 

with  

In this issue we give in insight into another of our 

team’s unsung heroes, Peter Armitage MBE, who 

is known affectionately to most of the friends as 

Mr Postman.  

Peter is currently a Community Action 

coordinator at Royal Mail, a role he is 

enthusiastically assisted in by the team at the 

Tamworth Post Office sorting office. He was a war 

baby, born in Nottingham in 1943, and was 

educated at Trent Bridge Secondary Modern Boys 

School before starting an eclectic and varied 

working career by joining a shirt manufacturing 

company. By the mid 1960’s he had qualified as a 

nurse and by the 1980’s he had moved to 

Tamworth, and was working for the Royal Mail. 

In the 21st Century, he received a “chairmans 

award” from the post office in recognition of his 

years of community service. He also took semi-

retirement, so that he could focus more time on his 

community and charity coordinator work. This 

work sees him visiting local schools and adult 

groups, to give talks about his own experience, 

and the role of the post office during both world 

wars. He lends hands on assistance during the 

Museums event days, as well as supporting us by 

helping to procure funding. 

In 2010 he received an MBE from the Queen at 

Windsor Castle, for his services to the Royal Mail, 

and the greater West Midlands community. At the 

same time he was made a “News of the world 

children’s champion.” 

 

Away from his post office and community work 

Peter has an equally eclectic range of hobbies. He 

collects Autographs, and his collection includes 

celebrities such as. Bob Hope, George Burns and 

Katherine Hepburn, not forgetting the most 

famous of all, Her Majesty the Queen, on his MBE 

certificate. He is also a qualified football ref, and 

is a fan of Nott’s Country FC. 

 



Laying up of the Colours 
  

A special parade and service took place in Lich-

field on Saturday January 13th to mark the laying 

up of the Colours of the 3rd Battalion the Mercian 

Regiment (The Staffords).  

 

The parade through the city began at the Cathe-

dral and was attended by a number of the friends.  

Also taking part in the parade were veterans from 

the Mercian and Staffordshire Regiment Associa-

tions, along with Army Cadets from affiliated ca-

det units. 

 

 
 

Heading the parade, and exercising the Regi-

ment’s freedom of the city, Mercian soldiers 

marched with colours flying, led by The Band of 

the Mercian Regiment. The Colonel of the Regi-

ment took the salute outside the Guildhall, and 

the colours were formally laid up during a service 

in the Cathedral. 

 

Bill Ruston, one of the friends who attended the 

event reported back that- 

“they were the very last Staffordshire Battalion - 313 

years after Luke Lillingston formed the first regiment 

in Lichfield. It was an emotional occasion that brought 

to mind an anonymous poem I saw in Sherborne Abbey, 

Dorset many years ago, which went” 

 

“Colours Laid-Up”. 

 

A moth-eaten rag 

On a worm-eaten pole, 

It don’t seem much 

To stir a man’s soul. 

 

But the deeds that were done 

‘neath that moth-eaten rag, 

When that pole were a Staff 

And that rag were a Flag! 

 

In the gloom of the church 

Can’t tell one from another, 

But that moth-eaten rag 

Were my Regiment’s Colour! 

 

 

2018 events confirmed 

 

Hot off the press, here are those important event 

dates for our 2018 season. 

 

March 14th     Wednesday      Friends Meeting(AGM) 

 

April 4th        Wednesday     Discovery Day 

 

May 7th         Monday BH     Discovery Day 

 

May 30th       Wednesday     Discovery Day 

 

July 11th         Wednesday     Friends Meeting 

 

Aug 1st          Wednesday     Discovery Day 

 

Aug 12th        Sunday           Knot Classic Car Show 

 

Aug 15th        Wednesday    Discovery Day 

 

Aug 29th       Wednesday    Discovery Day 

 

Oct 10th          Wednesday    Friends meeting 

 

Nov 10th        Saturday         Night In The Trenches 

 

Dec. 15th        Saturday        Wartime Xmas  

 

Wartime Christmas is a new event this year, to re-

place carols in the trenches, and intended to 

broaden and expand that events appeal. 

 



Winter no man’s land 

Our 2017 events season was rounded off in 

chilling style by Carols in the Trenches, which 

took place on a cold December evening. Forecast 

severe weather warnings again put the event in 

doubt right up to the team making the brave last 

minute decision to carry on. A choir from a local 

school, arranged by Mr Postman Peter Armitage, 

wrapped up warm and struggled in to enjoy 

performing in a very unusual venue. 

  

The below freezing temperatures and passing 

snow flurries certainly added to the ambiance, as 

a good turn-out of reenactor’s recreated the 

famous Christmas truce of 1914 out in a 

windswept no man’s land.  Our resident friend’s 

photographer, Terry Fidgeon, was on hand to 

capture events, and even add his own bit of winter 

special effect magic. 

  

Event organisor Steve said "our annual Carols in the 

Trenches event went ahead, despite the challenging 

weather conditions, which prevented some of our 

volunteers from attending.  In the true spirit of the 

SRM team, our newest members, Alan and Jackie, 

stepped into the breach at very short notice and together 

with the help of Amington Heath School choir and the 

Birmingham Pals, helped to make it a successful 

evening.”    

Christmas festive time  

The Museum treated Volunteers to a Christmas 

afternoon tea to thank them for all the work done 

during 2017. A topical quiz was held for teams of 

four, which was won by a group made up from 

the research team with a suitable turkey based 

name.  

 

A prize was also handed out for the best hat on 

show. This went to Dennis, of Smart Street shelter 

fame. Who had constructed a decorated Christ-

mas tree as an addition to his ever present well-

worn builders safety cap. 

 



Colour Sergeant Watchman 

The Kings Head Pub in Lichfield, birthplace of the 

Staffordshire Regiment, saw the bull terrier, Sgt 

Watchman V, rewarded for his efforts during the 

last 18 months with a promotion to the rank of 

Colour Sergeant. The ceremony took place at 

11am on December 21 last year at the pub, which 

was recently purchased and refurbished by 

Staffordshire Regiment veterans. 

Greg Hedges, Handler of Sgt Watchman V, said 

“The Kings Head is an obvious choice for Watchman’s 

promotion ceremony. As the regiment’s birthplace and 

a place the regiment came together to purchase, it is 

very much our home. Watchman’s promotion to Colour 

Sergeant is the military way of celebrating the work he 

has done this year. The fact that the proposal to promote 

him has come from Regimental Association members is 

all the more poignant.” 

 

Sgt Watchman V with the Lord Lieutenant of 

Staffordshire, Ian Dudson CBE and his wife 

Jane Dudson 

The role of Watchman is steeped in tradition and 

the bull terrier mascot has been representing the 

serving men and women of Staffordshire for more 

than 130 years. Since the Mercian Regiment was 

formed in 2007, Watchman has continued his 

ceremonial role as mascot of the Staffordshire 

Regiment Association. 

Greg added: “Watchman was last promoted on St 

George’s Day and this year he is being promoted on 

Ferozeshah day. This is the day the Staffordshire 

Regiment family come together to celebrate an 

outstanding military victory which earned the 

Regiment a mention in Parliament by none other than 

the Duke of Wellington, who always appreciated the 

dogged determination of front line infantry.” 

The official promotion was conducted, as is 

tradition, by the consort of Staffordshire’s Lord 

Lieutenant, meaning Jane Dudson performed the 

honours on the day – just 18 months after she 

promoted Watchman to Sergeant. In that time, Sgt 

Watchman V has carried out work as part of WW1 

commemorations. He has also been crowned 

winner of the public vote in the Westminster Dog 

of the year competition and has had a statue 

commissioned in his honour.  

Last November he attended the Field of 

Remembrance Service outside Westminster 

Abbey and was greeted by HRH Prince Harry, 

who remembered him from previous years. 

 



Important information for Friends 

The association of independent museums has recently issued new guidance for museums and groups like   

ours. From 2018 we must ensure that all electronic information we hold is relevant and accurate, and that 

we only keep data that is necessary for the task in hand. In addition and most relevantly for us, anyone on 

an email circulation list must be asked to opt in to receive group email circulations.     

Friends Secretary, Nick Williams says “In order to make sure we are complying with data protection rules, I am 

going to circulate everyone on our friends email circulation list asking them to reply positively to a new Friends Sec-

retary email address, confirming that they want to continue to receive information on our group. It will be a chance to 

tidy up the information we hold, and to get rid of any duplicate contact details.   I do want to make sure that I capture 

everyone who wants to carry on getting our circulations, so I apologies now if I end up repeating myself for the next 

few months”       FriendsSecretary@Yahoo.com 

  

 

 

Tempted to become a volunteer at the Staffordshire Regiment Mu-
seum, or to join the friends group? 

 
There are so many ways to get involved, and your skills are sure to be of use no matter what they are. You 

can put in as much time and commitment into the museum as you want, as they say every little helps. 

Clearly a lot of work is done on site at Whittington, but it’s also possible to do research, administration, 

and promotional work remotely or from home. 

 

If you want to volunteer or just talk about options pop into the museum or contact- 

Steve Hemming Museum Attendant on Attendant@staffordshireregimentmuseum.com 

Or Nick Williams Friends Secretary on FriendsSecretary@Yahoo.com 

mailto:Attendant@staffordshireregimentmuseum.com
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