save
the date

Whittington
Countryside & Craft Fair
Saturday 2nd September 2017

THE WHITTINGTON AND FISHERWICK PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

www.whittingtonandfisherwick.org.uk

10am to 4.30pm

Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair 2017 is a
celebration of our rural heritage, providing a wonderful
family day out and also raising money for a wide variety
of local charities and voluntary organisations.

Admission Price

Adults - £5
Under 16s & Over 65s - £3.00
Family Ticket - £12
(2 adults & 2 children)
Marvel at Jez Avery’s
Stunt Show

• Ample Free Parking
• Licensed Bar throughout the day
• A variety of food outlets

James Taylor
Chainsaw Carver at work

Get up close to Shetland
Ponies

SHOULD
OUR WAR
MEMORIAL
BE MOVED?
SEE PAGE 4

and Richard Winterton’s Antique Sales
Enjoy regulars like the Dog and Duck
show, Falconry Displays, Ferretworld
and much more.

Many children’s activities including
Reach-Up Tower, Bungee Trampoline,
Pony and Tractor Rides.

New Demonstrators including Pole
Lathe turning and Peg Loom Weaving

Many other favourites such as
Staffordshire Regiment Museum
Roadshow and more than 50 Classic Cars.

Huge Craft Marquee with local food market, flower arranging, cake and produce
competitions. Dog show classes for every dog! Live music from Tuesday’s Child
plus the Grand Raffle!!
For further show details contact: John Smith 01543 432848 johnandrosemarysmith@btinternet.com
For stall bookings contact Chris Millar 01543 433189, chrismillar25@hotmail.com

A not-to-be-missed day for the whole family

save
the date
September 2nd 2017
Countryside and Craft Fair,
see pages 10 to 16 for details
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
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We would like to point out that there are articles in Connect from the Parish Council and from representatives of some
village organisations and societies. At the end of each article the author’s name will appear.
Articles written by members of the Parish Council represent current Parish Council policy and are endorsed by the Parish
Council as a whole. However, views expressed in articles submitted to us from village organisations and societies do not
necessarily represent Parish Council policy and have not been endorsed by the Parish Council.
If you would like to respond to any of the issues in Connect or to contribute to the next edition please write
to or email any Parish Councillor.

FAREWELL JANINE
Sadly we must say ‘farewell’
to our Parish Clerk, Janine
Arm, who has been with us
for 17 years and is retiring
next month. Jan has played
a vital role in supporting the
work of the Parish Council,
above and beyond the
call of duty. Councillors
and Chairmen past and
present have relied on
her extensive knowledge
and good judgement on

many issues over the years.
She has worked tirelessly
to ensure the finances and
administration of the Council
are in good shape and
has made sure that legal
requirements have always
been met. She will be sorely
missed. We wish her all the
very best and hope that she
makes a full recovery from
her recent illness.
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NEWS FROM WHITTINGTON
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
http://www.whittingtonwi.btck.co.uk

Anne Hiskins

The WI has been pretty busy since our big celebration of 100 years in October.
We held our annual Big Quiz and Pudding night in April with Gary Hyde acting as quiz master
and Chris and Mal Jones doing the scoring. It was a really fun evening with a sell-out number
of teams taking part. The puddings are always a big attraction. In April we took part in the
open day for the Village Hall and put on a lovely display of what we do. A team of ladies
worked a rota so there was always help on hand for answering questions. The same month we
did a ‘programme drop’ round most of the village and we had some visitors from this.
We now have a regular lunch outing, visiting different places each month; in the summer we
turn it into a day out. There is a reading group as well as a Scrabble group, so we keep in
touch with each other in between meetings. There is a planned visit to "The Secret Garden"
in Great Haywood and a day at Trentham Gardens when we hope to have a conducted walk
and talk.
The County Show has just taken place and we had some lovely entries in various competitions,
coming home with a few red, blue and yellow cards!! This does make it all worthwhile.
The WI are again running the cake competition at The Country Fair in September so please
see the schedule and enter - anyone can win!! You never know till you try.
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ANNUAL REPORT MAY 2017

THE WAR MEMORIAL
Jonathan Smith, Parish Councillor

They remembered it as ‘the Great War’; a conflict so
horrendous, so long, a destruction of human life beyond all
understanding, fought with new technology so devastating
that it was unlike any war ever fought before. And by the
early years of the next decade, when the tragic reality of
the waste of young men's lives lost from villages, towns and
cities was painfully clear then came the clarion call ‘we must
remember them’. And our legacy is that each community
remembers those who fell then, and later.
Our memorial tells us that it was:‘Erected to the memory the old scholars of Whittington
School who fell during the great war 1914-18918. Their name
liveth for ever.’

W.Burrows.
J.P.Daniels.
P.Clews.
T.W.Dollin.
J.A.Eades.
T.Britt.
‘W.G.Perry.
S.B.Goddard.
P.J.Smith.
F.Wilkinson.
C.B.Hodges.
C.P.Smith.
G.Betts.
A.Eade.
E.G.Ballinger.
J.Bridgen.
C.Eade.
F.C.Ballinger.
J.Edgington.
Also K.M.Dyott & W.Ryder of this parish.
It lists their
names:
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G.Yates.
F.G.Fisher.
J.Pailing.
G.A.Ryan.
F.Ryan.
H.G.Mence.

Martyn Bennett, Chairman of the Parish Council

This year has once again been a very
productive and busy time for the Parish
Council. Currently we have three vacancies
on the Parish Council and we would welcome
applications from villagers interested in
joining our team. The Parish Council is
not about having meetings but rather it is
about making a difference to members of
our communities. We have responded to
many issues raised within Whittington and
Fisherwick. These have included: blocked
drains, overgrown hedges, restricted
pavement access for those having to use
wheelchairs, issues with overgrown trees
and shrubs, broken fencing and gates, bus
timetable changes, information boards,
traffic problems, public rights of way,
planning applications.
J.Hinton.
S.Marples.
W.H.H.Paget.
S.R.Webb.
W.E.Webb.
A.V.Weller

Also in proud remembrance of the men of Whittington who gave their lives in the 2nd World
War 1939-1945.’
The memorial implies that it records only the names of those who died in the First World War.
Some research might identify the names of those of this parish who gave their lives in the
Second World War, and they should be recorded and remembered. I hope the history of our
memorial is archived somewhere. I would like to find those details. I imagine that funds were
raised, probably by public subscription to erect a memorial at the heart of the village by the
school that, as children these young men attended, opposite a pub many of them might have
frequented before they went to war.
But times change. Now we have a memorial tucked into a lost corner of a crossroads, no
longer by the school and blighted by traffic. So the question is: should it be moved to a
tranquil area in the centre of the village where on days of remembrance and at other times our
community may reflect upon their loss and our gain in peace and quiet? Your Parish Council
asks everyone with any thoughts about this idea to let them know. The Council wishes to
investigate whether it is feasible to move the memorial, but would only wish to do so if the
general opinion of the village is that it would be the right thing to do. Please do let me, or
another Parish Councillor, know of your views (see inside front cover for contact details).
It is important that the living relatives of those named should have their say before any
decision is made. Your Parish Council asks that anyone having any knowledge of, or link,
with those named on the memorial to contact me or another member of the Parish Council.

As a Parish Council we look at ways in
which we can improve services, facilities
and opportunities within Whittington and
Fisherwick. To this end we have taken
on responsibility for Langdon Crescent
grassed areas, negotiated a new contract
for grass cutting, established regular litter
picking events, supported the work of the
re-established Whittington and Fisherwick
Charity, planning regular Parish Council
‘open days’ so you can meet your councillors
face to face, as well as developing the under
5’s play equipment in Bit End Field.
The Council has supported the
Neighbourhood Plan Group and is extremely
grateful for the work undertaken by them
and the considerable amount of community
consultation they have completed during
the last year. They are now finalising their
submission and we look forward to successful
implementation. Likewise, the Council
continues to support the Whittington and
Fisherwick Good Neighbour Scheme which
has made such a difference to the lives
of so many in our community. In addition,
there is the excellent work that WFEG
have undertaken to improve the village
environment and are continuing to do
so. The Council has representatives on all
of these groups. Other events we have
supported this year include the Pensioners
Party, Carols around the Christmas Tree and
the Service of Remembrance.

We are particularly grateful to John and
Rosemary Smith for their work with the
Pensioners’ Party and the Service of
Remembrance; to Sara and Richard Dyott for
the Christmas tree; to the Village Hall and the
Reverend Jason Phillips for Carols around
the Tree.
All organised by volunteers alongside
support from the Paris Council. The Council
also supports the excellent work done by
the Whittington Woodlands group every
month in maintaining our lovely wooded
area. The allotments continue to thrive and
have some plots available for rent if you
are interested. We are grateful for the work
the management group does to ensure this
facility is maintained and productive. Swan
Park gate opening and closing has been
efficiently organised by a team of Swan
Croft residents.
Once again because of the continued
success, despite the weather, of the
wonderful Countryside Fair in 2016 we
were able to give grants to support Village
organisations. The Council has upgraded and
revamped the Connect magazine with help
from our sponsors and the unrelenting efforts
of our two councillor editors. The website
has also been upgraded and updated.
Leaflets on key issues have been inserted
into the Connect so that all members of the
community are kept informed on issues that
might affect us all. None of the areas that
have been highlighted in this report could
have been achieved if we did not have such a
group of dedicated Councillors that willingly
give of their time and skills for the benefit of
the rest of us. However, in the background,
is Janine Arm our Clerk who has guided
and supported us all. I would also wish to
recognise the work done by Steve Kirk in
constructing, maintaining and mending
throughout the Parish of Whittington and
Fisherwick. I use this opportunity to say thank
you to a remarkable Team of volunteers.
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WHITTINGTON
AND FISHERWICK
FAIRTRADE
Steve Barr

By the time this edition of Connect lands
on your doormat, the 2017 Fairtrade Wine
Tasting will be history and we are confident
that the ever popular, sell out event at the
Cricket Club will have been enjoyed by close
on forty people. In addition to Barry Gwilt’s
catering, with a Fairtrade flavour, guests were
welcomed with a glass of sparkling Fairtrade
rosé and then sampled six Fairtrade wines,
both white and red, from South Africa and
South America. For those of you who missed
this convivial evening, it is worth pointing out
that scores of Fairtrade wines are available
locally. The village Co-op has a wide range
and at the last count over twenty different
Fairtrade wines were on the shelves of the
Boley Park superstore. Waitrose, Sainsbury’s
and Marks and Spencer all stock Fairtrade
wines, which can also be found at Majestic
Wines, Lidl and (occasionally) Aldi. Please
give them a try.

The Whittington Wine Tasting
was supported this year by
the Co-op, Majestic, M & S
and Sainsbury’s, and Majestic’s
Lichfield wine guru, Will
Sands, was our host on the
night. When you are out shopping, please
look for the Fairtrade logo. As well as the
traditional bananas, sugar and chocolate,
there are many other items on your weekly
shopping list which are available with the
Fairtrade brand, including flowers, tea and
a huge selection of coffee, both instant and
ground – and Greggs also support Fairtrade,
if that’s where you go for your lunchtime
snack. Delicious homemade goodies, with
Fairtrade ingredients, are available on the
church stall at the Village Market on Saturday
mornings on The Bell car park, so pick up a
tasty bargain on... July 15th, August 19th or
September 16th.
save
the date
For more information
call Steve or Megan
on 01543 432605 or visit
www.whittington-fairtrade.co.uk

WHITTINGTON FLOWER CLUB
Rosemary Smith

This thriving club meets in the Village Hall on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm. We
have been going for over 40 years and have very good demonstrators to watch and practical
workshops. If you enjoy gardens, plants and flowers you will enjoy our evenings, so please give
us a try; we welcome visitors at every meeting and our yearly subscriptions are only £19, which
gives 7 demonstrations, 2 practical sessions and 2 talks.
For more information please contact Rosemary 432848 or Pamela 304990
26th July Practical Workshop a parallel design
27th September Laura Leong demonstrating “Autumnal Accents”
25th October Don Billington demonstrating “Something Different”
22nd November Nigel Whyles demonstrating “Inspired for Christmas”
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ALARMING FINDINGS IN VILLAGE PARKS
AND PLAY AREAS
Garry Hyde, Parish Councillor

SWAN PARK
On the evening of 31st May it appears that
there was some sort of a party in Swan Park.
On the morning of the 1st June, whilst
walking our dog round the perimeter I
discovered the following, on the bench,
behind the far goal posts:•
Two empty boxes of ‘Mosa ’Cream
Charger Nitrous Oxide canisters
•
Twelve plus empty canisters lined up
neatly on the table top
•
Two intact orange balloons plus one
broken one (presumably to inhale the
gas from)
•
A couple of empty Strongbow Cans
•
A couple of sweet smelling
cigarette butts
It would appear that whoever was abusing
themselves in the park wished to ensure that
their evening was noticed.
These can be bought online so who has
purchased them recently?
Where were your offspring? Do you know
what they were up to?
This is a worrying trend to have solvent abuse
of this nature in a family park.
Whilst the Police have been informed it is
up to all of us to be vigilant and stop this
dangerous practice.
NODDINGTON PARK
IT REALLY IS NO ‘LAUGHING MATTER’
No really, it is very serious!!!!
More evidence of substance abuse has now
been found by me in Noddington Lane Park.
Five empty canisters of NO2 (Laughing gas)
and discarded balloons.

They were found scattered all over the park
on the morning of 8th June.
It is a serious matter. Laughing gas can
cause permanent respiratory damage
and in very rare cases can lead to death
from asphyxiation. We do not want this in
our Parish.
I have found out that four ‘youths’ were
seen in Swan Park at around 5.45 pm on
the night of the previous incident, around
the bench where all the empty canisters
were found. They may well be local as they
appear to know the secluded place to go for
their activities.
Please help us to stamp out this practice. If
not checked it may well spread.
I do not think any resident wants to have
solvent abuse of this nature in a family park.
If you have any information please contact
PCSO Costas Karpi or any Parish Councillor.
BIT END FIELD
Well, sorry to say that Bit End Field and the
car park by the Bowling Club are also part of
the solvent abuse culture now.
Canisters and balloons have been found in
this area too.
This is a serious and potentially lifethreatening habit. It really can cause long
term health problems, apart from being
anti-social. It may be low level abuse and
addiction at the moment, but that’s how all
drug addiction starts.
If you have any information, please contact
any of the Parish Councillors and we will
deal with the information sensitively and
in confidence.
Make sure it’s not your youngster who is
on the downward slope to addiction.
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SUNBEAMS AT
ST GILES
‘Sunbeams at St Giles’ continues to offer
a happy meeting place for approximately
30 – 40 grown-ups, babies and children
under school age every other Wednesday
morning in term time in the Church and then
the Church Hall. Young Harriet is here seen
fascinated by the beautiful music shaker she
has just made with a little help. Anyone who
would like to come along is most welcome.
We start at 10.30ish in the church for songs
and stories, and then go over to the church
hall at about 11.00 for drinks, toys and lots of
crafty fun. No charge… just a donation
for drinks.

WHITTINGTON
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN UPDATE
Garry Hyde, Chairman NPG

The formal six week consultation on the latest
version of the draft Neighbourhood Plan ran
from January 30th to March 13th 2017. A total
of 156 questionnaires were completed and
returned. Two Open Forum Days were held
in Whittington Village Hall and 78 interested
parties attended.
All of the Policies, Strategic Aims and the
Vision achieved a positive rating of over 80%
and the majority over 90%, with the exception
of Community Proposal CPTM1 regarding a
20 mile per hour speed limit. This received
75% approval and 13% disagreement.
Disagreement with any of the other proposals
was very low ranging between 1% and
10%, with the majority being under 4%. The
majority of the neutral responses was also
low, most being in single figures.
This level of support for the draft plan was
very pleasing and taking the comments from
residents, Lichfield District Council, Statutory
Bodies and other interested parties (such as
Developers) only minor amendments have
been necessary to finalise the Plan.

Do contact Megan (07870 100005,
megbarr@yahoo.com) or phone Sue (319613)
if you would like to find out more, or just
come along at any time between 10.30
and 12.00. Dates are in the Parish News
magazine, available in the Post Office or
Church, or use the above contacts to check.
ourvillagechurch.org.uk/sunbeams/

OUR VILLAGE HALL
Rosemary Smith

If you are new to the Village you may not yet know the Village Hall which is in the centre of
Whittington and run entirely by volunteers. It is a super venue for parties, weddings, meetings,
groups, dances etc. There is a large main room with stage, a smaller lounge with bar facilities,
modern toilets and kitchen, round tables, ambient lighting and good heating. There are
numerous regular user groups meeting in the Hall - please look on the web site for a full list and the branch Doctors’ Surgery meets at the rear. If you would like to look round with a view
to booking please connect the Chairman, Garry 433190 or the Booking Secretary, Debi 432831.
The Committee is holding a fund raising Barn Dance on Friday 10th November, with live
group and caller, so put the date in the diary; more details later.
The Hall will be hosting the annual community "Carols Round the Tree"
on Monday 18th December 2017.

The latest amended draft version of the
plan has been forwarded to Lichfield District
Council for their observations, any comments
or amendments. This draft will also be
circulated to the necessary statutory bodies
for their approval.
The consultation process is complete and
it now only remains for Lichfield District
Council to undertake the final Strategic
Environmental Assessment process before we
can go to examination and referendum.
We are still on course to hold the
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum before the
end of 2017.
We have worked on the Neighbourhood Plan
for almost 3 years and many thanks must go
to everyone who
has participated,
especially
members of the
Steering Group
and our Consultant
Clive Keble who
has been our
excellent guide in
producing the plan
and jumping over
the many hurdles
to get it to this
stage.
Well done!!

-9-

save
the date

Whittington
Countryside & Craft Fair
SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 2017
10am to 4.30pm Bit End Field,
Whittington WS14 9LQ

Although this is our 14th consecutive year of running the
Countryside Fair, it could be the last in its present format. The
Parish Council now has a reduced membership and this is
the final year for a number of key members of the Fair team.
Unless we can find a number of new recruits to help out with
the main roles and responsibilities the format will have to
change. However, on a more positive note preparations for
this year’s show are well in hand, the list of attractions below
include many of our well tried and tested events. A variety
of trade and craft stalls have been booked, together with
catering outlets and a licenced bar. Please do come along,
bring your friends and enjoy the Show.
Fair entry prices for the September event are:
Adults £5.00, Concessions, (including children) £3.00,
Family ticket (2 x adults + 2 x children) £12.00. Children
under five are admitted free of charge.

“YOUR FAIR NEEDS
”

YOU
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Activities and Events
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Garden Marquee Competitions

•

Variety of birds
and animals

•

Dog Show

•

Jazz Band

•

Classic Cars

•

Falconry Display

•

Kiddies Train

•

Agricultural
Machines and
Bygones

•

•

Wood Carving

•

Face Painting

•

Tractor and
Trailer Rides

•

Thatcher

•

Basket Making

•

The Dog and
Duck Show

Food Outlets

•

Ice Cream

•

Licensed Bar

•

Bees

•

Tea Room

Children’s Helter
Skelter and Slide

•

Interactive
Ferret Show

•

Produce
Competition

•

Parrots

•

•

Pony Riding

•

•

Craft and Trade
Stalls

Cake
Competition

Bungee
Jumping

•

•

Punch and Judy

Flower
Arranging
Competition

•
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Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair

•

Grand Raffle

•

Winterton’s
Auctioneers

•

Pole Lathe
Turning

•

Chain Saw
Demonstration

•

Staffordshire
Regimental
Museum
Roadshow

•

Jezz Avery’s All
New Stunt Show

•

Off Road Vehicle
Display

•

Mobile Climbing
Wall

This year we are holding three competitions in the Gardening Marquee, Floral Arts
(Adults and Children), Produce and a Cake Competition

Floral Art Competition
Floral Art exhibits in the Marquee at Bit End Field sponsored by Whittington Flower
Arranging Society
ADULTS
Class 1 IN THE PINK
An exhibit which may include accessories. Space allowed 90cm wide x 60cm deep,
height unlimited
Class 2 TEXTURES WITH A MODERN TWIST
An exhibit which may include accessories. Space allowed 90cm wide x 60cm deep,
height unlimited
Staging to take place between 7.30am – 9am and cleared by 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Tables will be covered in black drapes

Shows and Competitions
Dog Show
The Companion Dog Show is again being organised by Lindsay and Rob Mallaber of The
Grove Luxury Dog Boarding, Whittington. (Held under Kennel Club Rules and Regulations).
Registration starts from 10.30am and judging commences at 1.00pm.
PEDIGREE CLASSES: £2 per entry. Rosettes to 4th place. (As always a treat for every
exhibitor).
•
•

Any variety puppy - dog
(6-12mths)
Any variety puppy - bitch

•

(6-12mths)

•

Any variety non-sporting

Any variety sporting

•

Any variety open

NOVELTY CLASSES:
£1 per entry or 6 classes for £5. Rosettes to 4th place (as always a treat for every exhibitor)
•

Best crossbreed/
mongrel

•

Best veteran (over 7
years)

•

Best junior handler
(under 18yrs of age, dog
owned by exhibitor or
exhibitor’s parents)

•

Dog with the
‘waggiest’ tail

•

Most appealing eyes

Best rescue

•

Prettiest bitch

•

Junior Flower Competition
Whittington Flower Arranging Society Junior Class. Would you like to enter a competition at
the Whittington Country Fair?
‘Flowers in a tea – cup.’
All you have to do is choose flowers, leaves from your garden, or a friend’s or buy and arrange
them in a tea cup.
Bring them to:
• The Gardening Marquee between 7.30 and 8.45 am on Saturday September 2nd 2017

•

Handsomest dog

• Competition Entry Fee 50p

•

Dog and handler
most alike

• Prizes: 1st £5, 2nd £3, 3rd £2

•

Best fancy dress

•

Dog which the judge
would most like to
take home

Also there will be rosettes for Best in show, Reserve best in show & Best puppy
Dogs which have won any of the above awards are not eligible to enter any of the pedigree
classes, Challenge Certificate, Res. Challenge Certificate or Junior Warrant.

• Judging will take place between 9.00—10.30
• Collect your exhibits between 4.30 –5.30

To Enter the Floral Art Competition, Cake Competition or Junior Flower
Competition please complete and return the slips on page 13
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Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair

Produce Show
Any queries or for further
information phone
Sue Walton 07515829254

Schedule of Classes
1. 3 potatoes white
2. 3 potatoes coloured
3. 2 carrots tops trimmed
to 3”
4. 2 parsnips tops trimmed
to 3”
5. 3 onions as grown
6. 3 onions dressed
necks tied
7. 6 shallots
8. 3 beetroot tops trimmed
to 3”
9. Plate of 6 tomatoes
10. Plate of 6 tomatoes
cherry type
11. 6 runner beans

Cake Competition
Sponsored and prizes by Whittington WI
This year we are again holding a Cake
Competition in the Marquee for adults, both
ladies, gents and children may enter. We are
offering a specific recipe with clear baking
instructions so even those with limited
experience can have a go.
The Cake Competition is ‘A Carrot Cake’
and the given recipe which must be used is
below:
Carrot Cake
225 g (8oz) Self Raising Flour; 2 Teaspoons
Baking Powder
150 g (5oz) Light Muscovado Sugar; 50 g
(2oz) Chopped Walnuts
100 g (4oz) Grated Carrots; 2 Ripe Bananas,
mashed
2 Eggs; 150 ml (5 fl oz) Sunflower Oil
For Topping

12. 6 dwarf beans
13. 2 courgettes max 6”
fruit including flower
14. 2 corn on the cob
15. Plate of 6 peas
16. 1 cucumber
17. 3 apples desert
18. 3 apples cooking
19. 8 stoned fruit
20. Plate of 10 soft fruit
21. Vase or pot of four
different types of herbs
in water
22. Vase or pot of 6 different
types of garden flowers

176 g (6oz) Low Fat Soft Cheese; 50 g (2oz)
Soft Margarine
100 g (4oz) Icing Sugar Sifted, A few drops of
Vanilla Essence
Pre heat the oven to 180 C/350 F/gas mark
4. Grease and base line a 20 cm (8in) deep
round cake tin with greaseproof paper.

Competition Entry forms
Floral Art Competition Entry Form
ENTRY FEE £1
PRIZES 1st £10 2nd £5 3rd £3
JUDGE TBA
Name ................................................................
Tel. No ...............................................................
Class Entered ....................................................
Fee enclosed ........................

Please return to:
Lynne Lacey
21 Fisherwick Road
Whittington
WS14 9LL
01543 432202
lynne.lacey123@btinternet.com
Call or email for any information required



Junior Flower Competition Entry Form
ENTRY FEE 50p
PRIZES 1st £5 2nd £3 3rd £2
Judging will take place between 9.00—10.30
Collect your exhibits between 4.30 –5.30
Name ................................................................
Tel. No ...............................................................
Class Entered - 4-8 years  9-15 years 
Fee enclosed .....................................................

Please return to:
Sue Jackson
32 Spring Lane
01543 319613
Call for any information required



Method

Cake Competition Entry Form

Measure all ingredients for the cake into a
large bowl, mix well until thoroughly blended
and smooth. Turn into prepared tin and level
surface. Bake for 50 – 60 minutes until cake
is well risen and shrinking away from sides
of tin. Leave to cool in tin for a few minutes
before turning out onto wire rack. Leave to
cool completely.

ENTRY FEE £1.00
PRIZES
1st - The Whittington WI
Centenary Trophy will be
awarded to the winner
together with a £15
cash prize.
2nd £10 3rd £5

For topping, measure all ingredients into
bowl, mix until smooth. Spread over the top
of the cake decorating as desired.
Enquiries and further information from
Betty Gilbert 432705 or Anne Hiskins 432256.
Why not have a go this year - you don’t have
to be an expert. Open to all ages.

Judging will take place
between 9.00—10.30
Collect your exhibits
between 4.30 –5.30
Name ....................................
Tel. No ...................................
Fee enclosed ......................

Please bring this slip and
your entry to the marquee
by 9.30 am on the day to
be judged.


Produce Show Entry Form
ENTRY FEE 50p
Name ....................................

To Enter the Floral Art Competition, Cake Competition or Junior Flower
Competition please complete and return the forms on the next page...
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Tel. No ....................................

Open to All. Enter your home grown produce at the show.
Entries are 50p for each category. To take part please
bring your entries to the Produce Marquee between
8 and 9am on the day. Judging will take place from 9am
on the day. All classes judged by Mr David Lock.

-14-

Stalls
For late bookings contact
Chris Millar tel. no. 433189 or e-mail
chrismillar25@hotmail.com
or Sally Hackett on 01543 432757.

Pavilion Teas
St Giles Church will be serving teas in the
pavilion and would be very grateful for offers
of homemade cakes or helpers to join a rota
to serve. If you can offer help please contact:
Sara Dyott 262300 or Barbara Gray 433442

Countryside Fair
Sponsorship.
As many of you know Tempest Ford of
Lichfield has now ceased trading so will be
sadly missed both as our main sponsor and
in the way they have supported Whittington
over the years. Without financial sponsorship
the Fair Committee would be unable to
cover the Fair set up costs. The sponsorship
ensures that in the eventuality of bad weather
(as we had last year), we don’t make a loss.
We are grateful for the support of our many
other sponsors, including Richard Winterton,
our local auctioneers, and Arthur Price for yet
again providing the main prize in our Grand
Draw. Our thanks to all our many sponsors,
including those who donate anonymously:
Platinum and Gold Sponsors: Richard
Winterton Auctioneers, Downes Property,
Downes and Daughters Estate Agency,
Tamworth Co-operative Society, Packington
Free Range, Eco Polyurethane Systems
Ltd, Elswick House Nursery School and
Chambers Group.
Silver Sponsors: New Farm Produce,
Masonry Solutions.
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Whittington Countryside & Craft Fair
Would you like to sponsor this popular
and prestigious event and take advantage
of an ideal opportunity to showcase and
promote your organisation?
There is always a great deal of publicity
attached to the event, using local radio and
a wide circulation of local newspapers. We
can also offer free tickets which you can use
as corporate entertainment for your clients,
including reserved seating in the main arena.
You can help us by buying advertising space
in the official event programme or by making
a donation. If you feel able to sponsor or
donate to our 2017 or future events, please
contact Steve Barr on 01543 432605.
Provision of waste management
by Fortress Recycling & Resource
Management Ltd
Fortress Recycling & Resource Management
Ltd, a Carbon Neutral Company, is very kindly
providing all the waste management on site
for our Countryside Fair. In an effort to focus
on the environment, a variety of bins will be
provided in order to separate rubbish and
recycle where possible.

Acknowledgements
Organising and running an event of this
magnitude could not take place without the
help and support of many people and groups
in our community. The Fair Committee
consisting of Parish Councillors and other
members of the community has already put
hours and hours of time and work into the
preparation, planning and organising of the
event. Our sincere thanks to the Council
and the many members of our community
who help in so many different ways. Don’t
forget, Countryside Fair day - Saturday 2rd
September 2017. Make a note in your diaries.
If anyone would like to help out at the Fair
or become more involved in future events
please contact any member of the Parish
Council or John Smith on 01543432848.
John Smith, Fair Coordinator, Steve Barr
and members of the Parish Council

Whittington
Countryside & Craft Fair
SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 2017
10am to 4.30pm Bit End Field,
Whittington WS14 9LQ
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WHITTINGTON
BOWLING CLUB –
VICARAGE LANE
Fred Stack

If you feel you need more exercise and fresh
air, then bowling could be for you. Many
people think that bowling is only for the
mature, at Whittington our members range
from 17 – 87. Crown Green Bowls is probably
one of the few activities for people of any age
or gender to compete against each other, the
season starts in April through to September.
Whittington Bowling Club was established
in the early seventies, being the brain child
of Albert Hall, who, along with other likeminded villagers, set to and created the
green you see today, and is still maintained
by club members. Did you know that bowling
dates back to the 13th Century, but was
banned by the King and Parliament fearing it
would jeopardise the practice of Archery; not
being repealed until 1845?

We currently have
eight league
teams: Sunday one
team in Division
2 of the Walsall
League, Monday
two teams in the
Needwood League, one in
Division 1 the other in Division 3, Thursday
we have on team in the Over 50s Lichfield
League Division 2, two teams in the Cannock
League, one in Divsion 2 and the other in
Division 4. We hold inter club competitions,
and a ladies morning along with social
bowling most Saturday afternoons. We also
play friendly matches, have an annual BBQ
and Floodlit evening plus other activities to
hopefully boost our funds eg Dog Racing
(video), fashion show, Presentation Lunch etc.
Interested? Then give it a go by contacting
either Fred Stack 01543 432217 or Bob
Russell 01543 432356, a warm welcome awaits
you, all you need is a pair of flat soled shoes.

THE RABBI AND THE BISHOP...
...IN CONVERSATION
Recently over ninety people gathered to hear
Rabbi Mark Solomon and Bishop Michael
Ipgrave of Lichfield speak on the imperative
of interfaith engagement and with one
another on topical issues of life and faith.
The event was skilfully facilitated on the night
by The Reverend Julia Baldwin, local chaplain
to The Archbishop of Canterbury. The aim
of the event was to raise the profile of the
Council for Christians and Jews. People from
across the Diocese of Lichfield gathered
along with members from the diversity
of local Christian traditions - Catholics,
Methodists, Pentecostal and Baptists joining Jewish friends from across the region.
Reverend Julia took questions from the floor
on a range of topics from those gathered
including biblical interpretation, the need
for honouring and protecting the Sabbath in
each tradition, about love, justice andpeace,
the Nation of Israel, human sexuality and
about the salvation and healing focus in
both faiths. Every speaker brought both
personal and faith perspectives to each area

of exploration and illustrated nuances that
showed at the core of each faith was a love
for humanity in all its diversity.
Following the evening Bishop Michael, who
chairs The Council for Christians and Jews
nationally said:
“This was a good and engaging
conversation, reminding me of how much
Jews and Christians have in common with
one another. We have been particularly
aware of that this year,
when Passover
and Easter are
so close to one
another.”
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STAFFORDSHIRE
REGIMENT MUSEUM
Rosemary Smith

This is a very good little museum located on the A51
next to DMS Lichfield, and is open every day 10 am
till 4 pm. The trench system is particularly fine. There
are special discovery days, when volunteers dress in
period uniform, as well as other event days. More
information is available on their web site. So many
villagers have not visited; do make the effort. You
won’t be disappointed.

staffordshireregimentmuseum.com

WFEG NEWS
Mike Kinghan

WFEG volunteers, supported by other local organisations, have been pressing ahead
with the River of Flowers project with the funding from the Tesco Bags of Help scheme.
The centrepieces of the project, as no doubt most of you have seen, are the troughs that now
grace Main Street and which we have been keeping topped up with pollinator-friendly flowers
over the summer. WFEG have also agreed to take over management of the old post office
trolley at the green and the small trough beside it.
At the time of writing we are gearing up to start work on turning the green space at Swan
Croft into a wildflower meadow, having already planted a small number of fruit trees there in
the autumn. A smallish area in the far corner of Swan Park next the canal will also be planted
with wildflowers.
In addition to all this we have been helping with the fabulous display at the garden on
Middleton Bridge which was planted by a visionary resident – and looking after the
Community orchard, meadow and ‘Brownie garden’ at Jubilee Park. The two elms (from a
Dutch elm disease resistant stock) planted a couple of years ago are doing well and we have
recently planted two small leaved- limes.
By the time you read this the 2017 Open Gardens (and Flower Festival) will have taken place
too and it has been great working with St Giles Church this year for what we hope will be an
even more successful event than two years ago – weather permitting!
All this to help our support our wildlife which faces so many threats – from climate change,
development pressures and intensive agriculture. All offers of help with River of Flowers are
welcome – we have a lot to look after and more volunteers are needed to help us keep up the
momentum – we work quite hard but have a lot of fun!

To contact us or find out more go to www.wfeg.org.uk
or visit the WFEG or River of Flowers Facebook pages.
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WOODHOUSE FARM AND
GARDEN CIC
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EDUCATION IN WHITTINGTON IN THE
20TH CENTURY
www.whittingtonhistorysociety.org.uk

Annamarie Stone

Michael Stewardson, Whittington and Fisherwick History Society.

Using funds from Seven Trent, Awards for All, Central Midlands Co-op and Whittington Parish
Council, Andrew, Allan and I worked hard last winter to add a new section of roof, concrete
floor, toilets and showers to our indoor community area. We would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped in the completion of the work with special thanks to Simon for his help
with the plumbing.
We have seen an increase of visitors to the farm including groups, some coming for organised
tours and talks while others meeting to celebrate birthdays, enjoy tea and homemade cake
or using the farm as a venue for an activity. Recent groups include a group of artists hiring the
farm for a painting class.
Visits from village youth groups also continue, with this year the Cubs helping clear up storm
Doris, the Guides having an evening of outdoor cookery and Brownies enjoying a bird themed
evening. The Sutton Coldfield Adventure Group has camped over three times.
We are looking for families and individuals to join our veg share project, sign up for the
season, pay a monthly fee and receive a weekly seasonal share of fruit and veg.
The farm is free to visit and open Friday and Saturday 11-4 when you can purchase produce,
enjoy a walk around the garden or refreshments - currently indoors, but thanks to Tesco we
hope to be adding a small seating area within the garden shortly.

In 1900 the school was enlarged with a new building in Church Lane. A detailed inspection
of the school occurred in October which reported that; the staff are inadequate and the
babies class is not taught; the indentures of the pupils were not signed; no coal is available
and no fires are lit even though the temperature is a little over 57degrees F; the supply of
reading books and objective lesson apparatus is insufficient and the progress of the children
is hindered thereby; the Grant Aid and the last report are not entered into the logbook as
regulations require; registers have only been tested twice a year instead of four times as
they should be; up to Easter 1903 the floor has not been scrubbed for two years. For these
and other reasons it is questionable whether the school can become efficient, the efficiency,
if such, being due to defective management. The immediate attention of the management
is requested to these matters and defects complained of should be remedied as soon
as possible.
The school was clearly in a bad way as the school log of 1908 records that; HM inspectors
recommended that unless improvements were carried out the school would be closed.
The inspectors found large holes in the floor of the classroom, desks tied together with bits
of rope, no lavatory accommodation in either school and the rooms insufficiently warmed.
Not enough was done and on 1st April 1908 the school was taken over by the Local Education
Authority and in 1912 the school was classified as a Public Elementary School for 105 children,
whilst in the Infants school the number was also 105.
The school log for September 9th 1929 noted that electricity had been installed.
In 1951 Whittington School was re-organised. The Infants (under 8) were taught in the 1864
building and those between 8 and 11 years of age were transferred to the Barracks School and
those between 11 and 15 were taught in the 1910 building. In the same year a prefabricated
building was constructed as an extension with four new rooms. Two were classrooms, one was
a domestic science room and one a handicraft room. Four years later in 1955 the school was
re-named the Dyott C P School and in the following year the original schoolhouse was sold by
the Neal Trust for £3565 as it was now unsuitable for a school or schoolmaster’s house.

To find out more visit www.woodhousefarmandgardencic.org.uk

In 1958 the school became an infants and junior school with those aged 11 and over sent to
King’s Hill and Central School.

or call Annamarie on 01543 432005

The village children continued to be educated at the school until 1968 when a new school was
built in Common Lane

WHITTINGTON AND FISHERWICK
CHARITIES UPDATE
staffsfoundation.org.uk

Steve Adams

The Whittington & Fisherwick Charities is still accepting applications for support from people
who are resident in the Parish and from organisations who are based and working in the Parish.
Individuals can now apply for £100 grant. If you can demonstrate your need, a grant can be
paid directly into your bank account.
Local groups and organisations can apply for up to £1000 if you are supporting people in the
Parish, or providing a service that adds to the quality of life in the parish community.
For all enquiries please contact The Community Foundation for Staffordshire
on 01785 339540

