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Community Litter Pick
10:00 am - 12:00

save
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‘Just Us’ Concert, Village Hall
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Village Market and Village Hall Coffee Morning
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Fair Trade Tempting Teas
Saturday 20th May
Parish Council Open Forum Day

Principal Sponsor

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th July
Whittington Open Gardens and Flower Festival
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NOTE FROM THE EDITORS
Your editors - Chris Millar and Julia Spencer

DISCLAIMER NOTE
Dear reader,
We would like to point out that there are
articles in Connect from the Parish Council
and from representatives of some village
organisations and societies. At the end of
each article the author’s name will appear.

Articles written by members of the Parish
Council represent current Parish Council
policy and are endorsed by the Parish
Council as a whole. However, views
expressed in articles submitted to us from
village organisations and societies do
not necessarily represent Parish Council
policy and have not been endorsed by the
Parish Council.
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LITTER - A PARISH COUNCIL PRIORITY
Martyn Bennett, Chairman of Parish Council

Your Parish Council has included in its
priorities this year, the monitoring and
management of litter within the villages
of Whittington and Fisherwick as well as
the approach roads. The Parish Council
is committed to raising awareness of the
growing problem of litter in and around
our beautiful villages.
Most of you will no doubt by now have seen
the fantastic posters which were produced
by the children from our Primary School.
The Head teacher has also been talking to
the children about litter and how important
it is to use litter bins or take your litter home.
So at least the next generation will be more
litter aware. The children have produced
eight eye-catching posters designed to stop
people dumping cans, packaging, paper and
cartons along the verges of the approach
roads, on pavements and in community
play areas. You cannot miss these colourful
posters as you drive towards the village or
visit the parks.

Well done girls and boys – the posters
are fabulous!
The Parish Council would like the Community
as a whole to come together to help us
with this problem. So, the Parish Council
is organising a regular ‘Community litter
pick’ led by Parish Councillors. Litter picks
will take place on the first Saturday of every
month, starting on Saturday 1st April 2017
from 10.00am until 12, meeting at the Village
Hall car park at 10.00am. Members of the
community are invited to come along and
take part. Please wear suitable clothing and
footwear and bring your own gloves. High
viz jackets and black bags will be provided.
Litter picking routes will be decided upon on
the day depending on how many people turn
up. Refreshments will be provided at the end
of the morning.
PLEASE COME ALONG AND JOIN US
AND HELP TO KEEP OUR VILLAGE
LITTER FREE

WHITTINGTON WI CELEBRATES
ITS CENTENARY
Sheila Nicholas, President Whittington WI
In October last year Whittington WI
celebrated its centenary in style with a
special lunch at the Oat Barn for invited
guests, members and friends.
Members welcomed representatives from the
National Federation of Women's Institutes,
Staffordshire Federation and Cllr Janet
Eagland (Chairman of Staffordshire County
Council). Also present were past and current
members with friends and partners.
True to WI tradition a delicious meal was
enjoyed by all. A toast to our future was
proposed and the birthday cake was cut by
Joyce Deakin, our longest serving member.
Sheila Nicholas said how honoured she
felt to be part of such a great organisation
at this time and thanked those involved

for organising the event. Thanks were also
due to Whittington Parish Council for their
donation.
Whittington is the oldest WI in Staffordshire
and the fourth oldest in the country out of
6,300 WIs. It is amazing to think that 100 years
ago a small group of ladies in Whittington
got together and formed a WI that is still
going strong today. We hope to continue for
many years to come.
We aim to put on a full and varied
programme during the year including
speakers on various topics plus the
occasional workshop and outing. We
welcome visitors and new members to
our meetings.
See our website for information.

DON’T DROP IT – POP IT IN A BIN
Cllr Garry Hyde

Two empty Foster’s Lager cans, three
empty used Coca Cola cans, four empty
assorted crisp packets, two empty water
bottles, one large empty orangeade bottle
and sundry chocolate bar wrappers. Not a
song or a shopping list, but a sample of
what I picked up one Monday morning in
Swan Park and Noddington Park.
We hear so many times “Our villages are
such lovely places to live in”, but it seems
not everyone agrees. Respect for the
environment, the community, the local
habitat is sometimes forgotten by a selfish
few who throw down litter and pollute their

village rather than drop it in a bin. Litter is not
just unsightly, it can be dangerous. Broken
bottles, empty cans, empty food wrappers
can cause injury and serious health issues for
humans and animals alike.
The Parish Council wants to start up a litter
pick project again to return our villages to
being a better environment to live in. If you
are interested, let one of your Councillors
know. It does not take a moment to pick up
a piece of litter BUT it takes no time at all
IF YOU DO NOT DROP IT.
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THE DOG POO OLYMPICS
Jonathan Smith
Poo is part of the natural cycle. Dry and
preserve the annual output of your body;
you save hundreds of gallons of water
and gain a shoebox of high-grade garden
fertilizer. For the sake of our health and
our sensibilities we choose otherwise.
So of our dogs and their poos? Points mean
prizes mean medals; score like this.
Nil point for the poo deserters, a variation
of the Russian Paralympic team; beyond the
pale. If they can’t be bothered to do outside
their homes what they always do inside, then
don’t share our streets and our parks.
Not many more points for those who bag it…
and leave it by the path; useless, someone
else’s problem then.
Many more points; bronze medal, for those
who pick up anywhere and dispose safely in
a bin. Good but it shifts the environmental
issue of plastic bags to a dump somewhere.

2

nd

Penultimate points; the silver medal to
those who take their dog’s poo to some
distant place where no one will tread in it
and especially never anywhere on or near
a recreation field or a public footpath.
It will then decompose in a way that is
environmentally friendly.
Top points; the gold medal goes to the few
who use a reusable method (a trowel that
they will take home and wash) to deposit
poo safely in an environmentally positive way.
And there’s a special award for those who
pick up the poo of others, to ensure that the
village dog owners retain their reputation.
Sometimes in the dark or when the ground
is covered with leaves it’s not always easy
to find.
After all, whichever gold, silver or bronze
medal you acquire it’s good for our children
and good for our village.

1

st
3rd
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EDUCATION IN WHITTINGTON IN
VICTORIAN TIMES
Michael Stewardson, Whittington and Fisherwick History Society
The demand for public education grew as
did the population of Victorian Whittington.
In 1864 an extension was needed and a
new Gothic building for a girls’ and infants’
school was built by Lt. Col. Dyott next to the
schoolhouse on Main Street, with the older
boys’ still being taught in the schoolhouse.
Four years later it was recorded as a ‘National
Free School’. By 1884 the school had become
uneconomic and Mrs Dyott promised to
contribute £50 per annum for the rest of
her life so as to enable the trustees to place
the girls and infants school on the same
footing as the boy’s school which had been
in receipt of a government grant for some
years. The so called ‘Free School’s’ income
was supplemented by a ‘school pence’
subscription which did not end until 1891.
This ‘school pence’ subscription was to turn
many of the poor away from educating their
children, especially the girls. There were
many attractions such as the local races and
fairs as well as agricultural work at harvest
time, so that some of the children were
considered ‘very backward’. Other children
left the school to attend the Barracks school.
By 1888 there was room for 85 boys and 106
girls and infants and in March of that year a
gallery was installed to allow for a growing
population. Also in 1888 Col. Dyott added
a note to a letter from the Rev. Kay on the
suggestion that a water closet for the school
should be provided as ‘quite objectionable’

The standard of education at the school was
confirmed by the Diocesan Inspector’s report
of 1892 which stated:
“The elder children answered creditably
and showed good and definite knowledge.
Their repetition was also correct. In the
lower division however, both knowledge and
repetition were much below the average, the
children indeed appear to know very little.
The school is not classified this year owing to
a change of teacher.”
In November of that year the Government
Inspector added his criticism of the infants’
school when he called for “the recruitment
of an efficient monitor (or better still a pupil
teacher), a marked improvement in discipline
and the children being properly trained in
habits of attention and order” and concludes
that, “unless improvement is shown in the
infant department at the next inspection it
will be necessary to formally warn the infant
department as inefficient under Article 86 of
the Education Code”
In 1893 water was introduced into the school
with a single tap in the yard but there were
still no toilets.
By the end of the 19th century the cottages
belonging to the Neal Trust were in a very
bad state of repair, but Samuel Steckham
from the Old Hall paid for them to be
repaired, converting the two cottages
into one and making the end room into a
Parish Room.
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PARISH COUNCIL OPEN FORUM DAY
Cllr Garry Hyde

SATURDAY 20th MAY 2017
WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL
10am to 2 pm
PARISH COUNCIL OPEN
FORUM DAY
COME AND JOIN US
TEA AND COFFEE, BISCUITS AND
A CHAT
What do you know about the Parish Council?
Who are your Parish Councillors? What is the
Council responsible for? How do I contact
the Parish Council?

If you can spare a small amount of your
time, the answer to these and many more
questions can be explained at our open
forum day on Saturday 20th May 2017.
The day coincides with the Village Market,
so why not pop down and support your local
producers and then pop in to see our display,
chat to your Councillors and enjoy a nice tea
or coffee and biscuit and relax for a while.
This is an opportunity to discover more about
the work that the Parish Council undertakes,
the new initiatives it is promoting and you
may even decide that you have skills which
would enhance the Council and consider
becoming a Parish Councillor yourself.
We hope to see you on the day!

VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The Village Hall Committee was
delighted to make the Hall available
for two community events leading up
to Christmas.
Carols Round the Tree became Carols in the
Hall with about 150 young and old attending
to enjoy the carols, young musicians and
the children’s story. This was followed by
mulled wine, mince pies and the village choir
Accidental Harmonies.
The Annual Senior Citizens’ party was
a great success with good food, drinks,
entertainment and lots of chat.

We are holding a COFFEE MORNING on
Saturday 15 April to coincide with the first
Village Market of 2017. Please call in between
10 am and 2 pm for a FREE coffee/tea and
a piece of cake. We hope to showcase the
various groups which regularly use the Hall,
so you may find you are inspired to try a
new interest.
The Village Hall is the active hub of village
life in Whittington, so please join us.
Information and bookings for parties,
weddings, groups, meetings and events from
Booking Secretary; Debi on 432831, from
The Village Hall Committee
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PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 2017-2018
Cllr David Walton - Chairman of the Finance Committee
The purpose of this article is to explain
your Parish Council’s (PC) part of your
Council Tax bill. The PC’s spending that
cannot be met from fees, charges and
grants, has to be met from the Council Tax
payers within the Parish. This is collected
from you by Lichfield District Council (LDC)
and handed over to us in the form of a
‘precept’. Every November and December
the PC decides what it needs to spend in
the following financial year after taking
into account anticipated inflation plus the
cost of regular commitments and new
initiatives.
LDC has been subject to cuts in funding from
Central Government and for the last 2 years
they have significantly reduced their grant to
Parish Councils. The total of these reductions
in financial support is equivalent to a 3%
increase in the PC’s precept.
In addition to reductions in income, the
PC has also to fund additional spending
pressures. Next year grass cutting costs will
increase by £755 due to additional parcels
of land being taken over by the PC, dog
and litter bin emptying costs are increasing
because there are more bins and insurance
costs have also increased by £150. The PC
owns a lot of land and assets within the
Parish that need maintaining, and for next
year we have decided to spend money
refurbishing the Bit End Field play area,
replace hedging and fencing at various
locations, replace the very tired looking

village signs, and maintain the BMX track
at Jubilee Park. Most of this expenditure
will be met from reserves. However, the
PC recognises that the Government wants
to ensure that you, the council tax payer,
doesn’t pay for large increases in council tax
year on year and we have borne this in mind
when producing our budget.
The net effect of the above for next year is
that the PC will need to raise an extra £1,120
in total from council tax payers, representing
an increase of 2%, or 79p per typical band
‘D’ property. The PC’s part of your Council
Tax bill will therefore increase from £39.38 to
£40.17 for next year. Looked at another way
the increase is under 2p per week for each
property. Elsewhere in this newsletter there
are details of both the new and established
services provided by the Parish Council,
and when the benefits obtained from these
are compared to the small cost to you, we
hope you consider this to be good value for
money. For every £1 you pay in Council Tax,
the Parish Council receives only 2.8p.
It is interesting to note that of all the
Councils that raise council tax from you
for their services, the Parish Council is
the only one where the Councillors are
completely voluntary and do not receive a
‘members’ allowance’.
The full budget details are included on the
Parish Council’s website. Should you have
any questions on the budget please email
me via the Parish Clerk.

Find out more online at
whittingtonandfisherwick.org.uk
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Whittington & Fisherwick
Charities

WHITTINGTON AND
FISHERWICK CHARITY

Application for Financial Support

Steve Adams, The Community Foundation for Staffordshire
Formerly the Whittington Poor Fund
The Whittington Poor Fund was a charity
that used to make awards to people
and organisations who were based in
Whittington. However, as is often the
case, the administration of this fund
increased greatly, particularly with regards
to the new reporting procedures and
requirements of the Charity Commission.
This can often become arduous, and so
in late 2016 the decision was taken by
the trustees of the Poor Fund to transfer
it to The Community Foundation for
Staffordshire, after consultation with the
Charity Commission.
The Community Foundation for Staffordshire
is a specialist fund management
organisation, accredited to standards
endorsed by the Charity Commission. These
standards focus on financial management,
community engagement and grant giving,
amongst others. It is behind the allocation of
grants from Government, national charities
like Comic Relief, funds for local authorities
and its own endowment funds, such as We
Love Lichfield.
At the time of transfer to The Community
Foundation it was decided to widen the
area of benefit, so that the fund could
support people across the whole parish of
Whittington and Fisherwick. In light of this,
the fund was renamed the Whittington &
Fisherwick Fund. The remit would remain the
same, that being to improve the quality of
life for village residents, either individually

or as a whole, and to support people who
were in financial hardship, or where they
had contributed something to village life.
The fund is administered by The Community
Foundation as part of its portfolio of
funds which can only benefit areas within
the Lichfield district. This means that the
Whittington & Fisherwick Fund will only be
used to benefit people in the parish.
In order to be considered for an award from
the Whittington & Fisherwick Fund, a simple
application form needs to be completed.
Applications to the fund are open year
round, and so people and organisations can
apply at any time, by filling in the application
form and returning it to The Community
Foundation. It is also possible for people
to nominate organisations who are working
within the parish, or for the benefit of people
in the parish. All information given on the
application form is confidential, but will be
used to help make decisions about how to
best ensure that people benefit. Decisions on
applications are made by a panel of 5 people
twice a year, usually in June and December.
The panel is made up of people independent
of The Community Foundation, but where
they understand village life.
If you have any questions about the fund,
or would like to request an application
form please contact The Community
Foundation on 01785 339540.

-11-

Section 1 - About you

Section 2 - Financial Details

Your Name

Total Monthly Income (from all sources)

Date of Birth

Total Monthly Expenditure

Address

Section 2 - Financial Details
Why do you feel that you need financial
support? What would you spend the grant on?
Telephone Number
E-mail Address
Marital Status

Your Name
Signed
Date

Please return all completed forms to:
The Community Foundation for Staffordshire
Communications House
University Court
Staffordshire Technology Park
Stafford
ST18 0ES
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GRASS CUTTING AROUND THE VILLAGE

WHITTINGTON CRICKET CLUB

Cllr John Cannon

The Parish Council is now in the process of
re-tendering the contract for maintaining
the variety of grassed open spaces around
the village. Besides looking after the
larger public spaces like Bit End Field,
Jubilee Park, The Croft and Swan Park we
are responsible for a variety of roadside
verges, banked areas and margins, some
areas being maintained on behalf of
other authorities.
This extensive schedule has now been
extended by the Parish’s acquisition of
public areas throughout Langton Crescent,
extending from the Village Hall frontage on
Main Street up to and including its junction
with Blacksmith Lane. It will also include
the open land in front of the Swan Croft
development facing Burton Road near Swan
Bridge, where arrangements for transfer to

the community from Cameron Homes are
well advanced, and where plans are afoot to
plant a wild flower meadow.
Obviously it is our intention to ensure that
the high standards that we seek to maintain
over the areas under our control will extend
to these newly acquired spaces. However we
would ask you to remember that the River
of Flowers initiative has led to extensive
bulb and flower planting in many of these
areas and is set to continue. Consequently
the mowing schedule will be adjusted to
delay cutting until after flowering where
appropriate – probably until May – which will
mean longer areas of grass in these locations
for a limited period. We are sure you will
find the Spring colour display more than
adequate recompense!

John Butler

By the time villagers receive this update
from the club indoor winter nets will
have come and gone. It is encouraging to
report, both from a senior and junior point
of view, these were again well supported.
What then will the new season bring? At
senior level, we again have three Saturday
and two Sunday sides each playing on a
weekly basis. The Saturday sides in the
Staffordshire Clubs Championship, where
again the 1st X1 will be pitting themselves
in the Premier Division, which currently is
the league below the Birmingham League.
On a Sunday, activity moves to the Lichfield
and District League. The 1sts are back in
Division One, whilst the 2nds are very much
a development team, a great way of bringing
juniors through into senior cricket. The Junior
Section will again see sides in the Burton
and District Youth League at Under 11, 13, 15
and 17 levels. For the younger, aspiring and
potential cricketers, soft ball ‘Kwik’ cricket
coaching takes place on a weekday evening.
In other words, there is pretty well something
for everyone. For anyone living in and around
Whittington who, perhaps, just fancies a
game of cricket, but with not too much
pressure, each of the lower placed weekend
senior sides are always on the look-out for
new recruits.

THANK YOU FROM CLAIR KIRK!
Clair Kirk (LLM)

Once again thank you to the Parish Council who so kindly supported the Barn Nativity in
December. Thank you too to Rob and Victoria Grey and their family for hosting a family
fun morning and a very atmospheric start to Christmas. Each year we seem to be getting
bigger, both in numbers and ideas, and that’s all thanks to you!
We are already thinking of this Christmas and what we can do to celebrate the Nativity down
on the farm. Ideas are afoot, so watch this space for more news later in the year.
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A message overall to all villagers! Did you
know that between April and September
you are able to watch Staffordshire League
Cricket played in your own village? If you
haven’t ventured along to our venue in
Vicarage Lane yet, we really do look forward
to seeing you. The bar is always available as
well as refreshments on warm Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. The quality of cricket
played might just surprise you!
One last message – again open to all in
the village. Each Friday evening during the
playing season is junior practice night, when
friends & families come along just to enjoy
the facility. It is the time when the Club is
open to all who fancy popping down. From
6.30pm onwards, very reasonably priced food
is available and again with the bar open, it
does make for a very convivial evening. Why
not come down and see us! Even if you have
no real interest in the game of cricket, it really
is a very pleasant place to be in early evening
with the sun shining.
Anyone requiring further information
about Whittington Cricket Club can do so
by contacting either:
John Butler, Secretary 01543 432654 or
Richard Abell, Chairman 01543 432548
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WHITTINGTON AND
FISHERWICK FAIRTRADE
Steve Barr

As Connect goes to press, the 2017 Fairtrade
Fortnight is just over the horizon, but by the
time you read this, it will already be history.
However, have a look at the end of this article
and see if there is some Late News. We hope
that the editors will be able to squeeze in a
report on Whittington’s 2017 event, which
is actually due to take place just ahead of
the official dates and will be a coffee and
(delicious!) cakes morning.
The 2017 Whittington Fairtrade calendar –
our third – looks really good. Hopefully you
have one, or at least have seen one. A big
thank you to Steve Rushton for producing
it for us, to the Parish Council for the grant
which enables us to keep the price down,
and to the twelve village organisations which
sponsor a month each – the Pharmacy,
the Craft Club, the Co-op, the Cricket
Club, Woodhouse Farm and Garden, St
Giles Hospice, WFEG, the History Society,
Whittington School, Girl Guides, Scouts and
St Giles Church (Messy Church). If you would
like your organisation to feature in the 2018
calendar, please get in touch.
Saturday May 13th is World Fair Trade Day
and – back by popular demand – Annamarie
and Andy Stone will be throwing open the
gates of Woodhouse Farm for Fairtrade
Tempting Teas in the afternoon.
A little further ahead, planning has started
for the annual Fairtrade wine tasting at the
cricket club – with food, as well as wine,

courtesy of local chef Barry Gwilt, as last year.
The date is Tuesday July 4th - please make a
note in your diary.
Please check our website http://www.
whittington-fairtrade.co.uk for more
information or contact Steve Barr –
stevebarruk@yahoo.com – particularly if
you would like to join our small steering
group, or get involved in any way.
Late News: The Fairtrade Cakes and Coffee
morning on 22nd February, supported by
the Tamworth Co-operative Society, was an
outstanding success, with a steady stream of
people - from the very young (babes in arms)
to the quite elderly and including Matthew
Ellis (Police and Crime Commissioner) and
Hilary Barrett, our PCSO – making their way
past the gigantic inflatable Fairtrade teacup
into the Church Hall. As well as coffee and
tea, there was a huge variety of delicious
homemade cake, all baked with Fairtrade
ingredients, for the visitors to enjoy.
There was also a display of readily available
Fairtrade goods, from facial cleansing pads
and hand cream to chocolate and wine, most
of which are available in the village, at the
Pharmacy or the Co-op. All the supermarkets
in Lichfield and Tamworth stock Fairtrade
goods – look out for the symbol.
A huge thank you to all the many people
who supported this event in any way.
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HS2 GROUND INVESTIGATIONS IN
WHITTINGTON MARCH – MAY 2017
Cllr John Cannon

Most will already be aware that Phase
One of the new High Speed Two Railway
(HS2), the part of the route between the
West Midlands and London, received
Royal Assent -that is the final authority
to proceed with its construction - on 23
February 2017.
As part of the development of the new
railway, HS2 Ltd is planning to carry out
ground investigations in and around the
Whittington and Fisherwick Parish area.
These works will commence in mid-March
2017 and be completed in late May 2017.
Put simply, ground investigation is the
examination and study of the soil, rocks and
groundwater below the surface of a field,
pavement or highway and is an essential
preliminary to finalising the design of the
track bed and associated structures such
as bridges and retaining structures before
construction proper commences –possibly
later this year but more probably in 2018.
A variety of methods is used to obtain
samples, to monitor and test them. HS2
Ltd has produced an illustrated nontechnical leaflet, which explains why
ground investigations are necessary and
describes each of the main techniques

that will be used. You can read this on the
Government web site at https://www.gov.
uk/government/publications/hs2-groundinvestigations-a-non-technical-guide -or if
you prefer on the Parish Council’s own web
site www.whittingtonandfisherwick.org
Most of the ground works taking place
within the Parish will not be noticeable by
the public. This is due to a large majority
of the work taking place in open green
space owned by private landowners, where
HS2 Ltd have permission to carry out the
work on their land. However, some ground
investigation may be carried out in and
around highway locations. Prior to the
ground investigations starting HS2 Ltd has
promised to send out notifications to the
local community and stakeholders and work
closely with the Parish Council to limit the
impact within the village and its environs.
In all probability by the time you read this
you will have received a general update on
progress from HS2 Ltd direct, but please rest
assured that we will also continue to meet
local HS2 representatives (they now have
offices in Birmingham) on a regular basis to
ensure that community concerns are fully
addressed - and of course keep you fully
updated on progress.
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WHITTINGTON WEDNESDAY CLUB
Fred Stack

Hope it’s not too late to wish you all a
Happy New Year.
The Club started the year with a trip to
Birmingham Hippodrome to see ‘Dick
Whittington’. Oh yes they did! Tickets have
already been purchased for 10th January
2018 to see ‘Cinderella’, £30 covers transport
costs. A £10 deposit will be required when
booking your seat.
On 25th January 2017, the Club provided
56 members with a two course meal served
in the Village Hall. Thanks must go to Steve
Stack and his team for looking after us.

Other events we have enjoyed:
•

8th February, we had a visit from the
Chocolate Lady, who had lots of samples
to try ‘n’ buy.

•

22nd February, a film afternoon
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.

We are a friendly club, and a warm welcome
awaits those interested in joining us. We
meet on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of most
months at 2pm.
Further information is available from Fred
Stack on 01543 432217.

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS’
CHRISTMAS PARTY
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WHITTINGTON PARISH PAVILION
FOR HIRE
Do you need a meeting room?
Or a place to hold a children’s party?
Whittington and Fisherwick Parish Council Pavilion on
Bit End Field is available to hire for local groups and
individuals. Rates are a competitive £9 an hour and you also
get an hour free with each booking to set up/tidy away after.
For more information or to make a booking contact either
Sue Walton on 07515829254
or Jonathan Smith on 01543 432002

‘JUST US’ PERFORMING AT
WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL
John Smith

Though Christmas now seems a long time
ago, 120 senior citizens from Whittington
and Fisherwick attended our annual
Christmas Party last December.
They all sat down to a full meal, followed
by mince pies, tea, coffee and a delicious
piece of Christmas cake made by one of
our senior members of the community. We
were then entertained royally by Nicky and
Cliffe, singers from the Eternity Duo and the
evening culminated in the grand raffle where
every single pensioner received a gift.

This is a lovely community event organised
totally by volunteers mainly from the
community. Our thanks to those who made
the table decorations, bought all the food,
drinks and other bits and pieces, those
who set up and cleared the Hall and laid
up the tables, the waiters, washers up,
raffle organisers and the many helpers who
just made sure the event went well. Our
thanks to Staffordshire County Council,
the Whittington Charity Trust and our local
marathon charity for grant funding and the
Village Hall Committee for donating the Hall
free for the day.
A really good evening enjoyed by all.

‘Just Us’ are delighted to be performing at
Whittington Village Hall on Saturday 8 April
at the request of the Mayor of Lichfield, Cllr
Mrs Sheelagh James and Sheriff, Cllr Robert
Yardley. The event is to raise funds for the
Mayor and Sheriff’s charities.
Tickets are £15 and include a two hour variety
show plus Fish & Chip Supper.

Doors open at 6.30pm, Supper will be served
at 7.00pm before the show which begins
at 8.00pm.
For more details or to purchase tickets
please contact Sarah Wallace at Lichfield
City Council
Tel: 01543 309854
or email sarah.wallace@lichfield.gov.uk
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A NEW LOOK FOR ST GILES!
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YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!

Georgia Waldron, St Giles’ PR Agency

Leading local charity St Giles Hospice will
be launching its new Five Year Strategy
in April and as part of this is changing its
logo and colour. The new strategy aims
to engage local people with a modern
definition of ‘hospice care’ and share
the range of support and care St Giles
provides in its communities.
The new logo has been designed to be
more modern, personal and engaging and
to help the St Giles brand stand out on
the high street, in its literature and while
promoting its fundraising events. It has also
been changed due to people confusing the
St Giles brand with that of Macmillan Cancer
Support, resulting in the loss of thousands
of pounds each year in donations.
The 36% of its funding that St Giles receives
from the NHS is under pressure, while
demand is increasing for its high-quality
care provided free-of-charge for local
people living with cancer and other serious
illnesses.

Emma Hodges, Chief Executive at St
Giles Hospice, says “Launching our new
Five Year Strategy is an exciting time for
us, as it enables us to update people’s
understanding of what we do and tackle
some of the barriers that make people
worried about accessing hospice care”.
“It also allows us to set out our aspirations
for people locally. Changing our colour
and logo has been a difficult decision.
We receive many valuable donations
made payable to Macmillan, sent to us
in recognition of the work of our St Giles
community team but unfortunately we
cannot benefit from these. We therefore
feel that changing our logo and colour is a
practical and simple way of reducing this
confusion for those that wish to support
St Giles”.
“Our new strategy builds on the high quality
of care that we have always provided locally,
which remains our focus.”

IF YOU WISH TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR COMMUNITY,
CONSIDER BECOMING A PARISH COUNCILLOR.
Whittington and Fisherwick Parish
Council can have up to 15 councillors
but currently has vacancies. We organise
the annual Countryside Fair, and are
involved with planning applications,
giving out grants to local organisations,
maintenance of public open spaces
and obtaining grants, as well as other
subjects of local interest which arise from
time to time.
Parish Council meetings are once a month
at the Pavilion at Bit End Field starting at
7.30 pm. It would be great to have more
residents from all areas in the Parish
involved in Parish Council work.
To qualify you must be 18 years or over, a
British subject or a citizen of a member state
of the European Union and be (a) an elector

of the parish; or (b) a person who over the
whole of the last 12 months has been owner
or tenant of land or premises in the parish
or has lived in the parish or within 3 miles
or has had his principal place of work in the
parish.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE
Contact any of the Parish Councillors
below:
Martyn Bennett 07973300346
John Cannon 01543 432171
John Heeler 01543 304833
Roger Leek 07866937156
Chris Millar 01543 433189
Jonathon Smith 01543 432002
Julia Spencer 01543 432238
David and Sue Walton 01543 432842
Garry Hyde 01543 4331
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NEWS FROM WFEG
Mike Kinghan
Following the great success of the Open
Gardens event in 2015 another one is
planned for 2017, this time over two days,
on the weekend of 8th and 9th July.

If you would like to provide a flower
arrangement for the flower festival please
contact Jenny Gray on 432738 or via
grayjenny@btinternet.com

WFEG and St Giles Church are partnering to
organise the event and there will also be a
Flower Festival in the Church to complement
the opening of the Gardens. It’s always
good to have some new gardens so if you
might be willing to open yours do contact
Dave Murcott via 07823 324056 or
ospreygreen@hotmail.com to discuss.

Meanwhile the River of Flowers project is
racing ahead with 20,000 bulbs now planted
and new planters along Main Street. Working
parties are held on most 2nd Sundays of the
month from 2pm. Updates can be found on
the River of Flowers Facebook site. Or for
news of that and all WFEG events you sign
up for the monthly newsletter via
www.wfeg.org.uk

We would be very glad to hear of volunteers
who could assist with running of the event,
particularly car parking, so please contact
Dave if you are able to help.

And don’t forget the monthly village Food
Markets restart on Saturday 15th April
and every 3rd Saturday of the month
thereafter until November in the Bell Car
Park, 9.30am – 1pm.
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WHITTINGTON AND FISHERWICK GOOD
NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Terry Tricker, Chairman
The second Annual General Meeting of the
Whittington and Fisherwick Good Neighbour
Scheme took place in the Whittington Cricket
Club on Monday 23 January. Despite a drab,
cold evening nearly fifty people turned up to
hear of the success of the Scheme’s operations
over the last year, and to celebrate the work of
local people helping their neighbours.
The Report for the past year showed steady
consolidation and progress since the launch of the
Scheme in May 2015. Thanks were given to the
team of over forty volunteers who worked tirelessly
to complete the jobs that clients had asked us
to help them with. Special thanks were given to
the twelve Duty Officers who are the main link to
clients, via the telephone system, and who match
volunteers with clients to carry out the jobs and
keep our database up to date.
The Scheme now has over fifty regular clients
on its database and over the past year Scheme
volunteers completed 200 jobs resulting in them
spending 726 hours of voluntary work. Add to this
the time given by Duty Officers, the Management
Committee and the army of volunteers attending
training sessions the total voluntary work adds
up to an impressive thousand plus hours.
There was a challenging period during the year
when a combination of illness and holidays
stretched limited resources but there were no
occasions when the Scheme did not provide the
necessary cover.
St Giles Hospice has continued to give us real
support; their training room is perfect for our
volunteer meetings. More importantly, they have
provided speakers for some excellent training
sessions. Topics including the use of wheelchairs,
dementia awareness and the impact of
bereavement all improved our skills as volunteers.
We are now in discussions about challenging joint
projects in the future. We are also grateful to Frank
Bartlett for his clear presentations on ‘Heart Stop’
that is a key skill for volunteers who could easily

find themselves in a position where they could save
a client’s life.
Treasurer, John Ross, thanked the Parish Council
for their grant without which the Scheme would
have struggled to operate. He also gave special
thanks to our secretary, Lindsey Sevier-White, who
raised £178 through her fund raising run.
Special thanks and a farewell gift were given to
Helen Woodhead who is now stepping down from
the Management Committee. Without Helen’s
dogged determination over a number of years
to instigate such a scheme in our villages we
would not be around now to enable local people
to provide, what has turned out to be, a much
needed safety net for our neighbours. After the
formal meeting there was ample time for everyone
to enjoy a fabulous buffet, provided by local chef
Barry Gwilt, and a drink or two.
Though the Scheme has a goodly number of
volunteers and was able to provide assistance
to everyone who needed it over the year there
are occasions when a few more people would
make life easier. There are times when a client has
very restricted mobility, or their partner comes
as well, meaning we must have two volunteers
working as a team to safely execute the job.
There are also some clients who benefit from our
befriending service who are not able to contact us
in the normal way. In these situations, we have to
create a bespoke visiting plan which is resource
hungry. If the demand for this service increases,
without an increase in volunteers who can fulfil this
challenging but rewarding role, we may have to
limit the number of people we can help in this way.
This would be very sad. Being a Scheme volunteer
has proved to be incredibly rewarding, and gives
you the satisfaction of really helping somebody
within your own community. So if you can help
by joining our team of volunteers please give
the Scheme a ring on 01543 624410. We look
forward to hearing from you!
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WHITTINGTON & FISHERWICK
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STEERING GROUP

A Word From Our Sponsor
Cllr Garry Hyde, Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE MARCH 2017
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
has continued to work with our consultant,
Clive Keble, towards producing the definitive
Neighbourhood Plan. The final draft consultation
documents containing the policies and proposals
for Whittington and Fisherwick have now been
published. They take the form of a full Plan
document and a refined document in the form of
a questionnaire. The questionnaire was delivered
to every household during the statutory six week
consultation period, which ran from 30th January
to 13th March 2017. The full document and the
questionnaire is available on the website and
hard copies of the full document are available at
various locations throughout the Parish during the
consultation period.
There will be another open forum day for one to
one discussions with steering group members at
Whittington Village Hall on the 8th March 2017.
The policies and proposals contained in the
draft Plan deal with areas highlighted by
our previous consultation exercises, namely:
traffic and movement, community facilities,
environment, housing issues, potential flooding
issues, telecommunications, and the Medical
Defence Services.
The first draft has been assessed by Lichfield
District Council Spatial Team and their initial
comments analysed and alterations made to take
their views into account. The second draft was then
forwarded to them and their further comments
noted and amendments made. Following these
comments the final draft plan has been made
available for final consultation with residents, and
statutory consultees. Following the complete
consultation process, there will be a final plan

prepared for examination and then a referendum.
If all goes well we hope the plan will be adopted
by Autumn 2017.
With regard to possible land allocation for new
housing, Lichfield District Council have indicated a
level of around 110 houses in the Whittington and
Fisherwick Parish. Some previous schemes, such
as the former Swan Public House site have been
taken into account in that number and there are
proposals for the Old School site and Blacksmiths
Lane site to be included. Lichfield District Council
has produced a consultation document on their
proposals for the whole of the Lichfield District.
The comments and preferences shown through
our own consultation will form the basis of any
response to their consultation document.

I am delighted to be able to confirm that Tempest Ford will be continuing as the
major sponsor of your Countryside Fair in 2017. We really value the relationship
that has developed between our company and the Whittington and Fisherwick
communities and hope it will continue well into the future.
I understand that the total amount raised since the inception of the fair has
now exceeded £170,000 – a wonderful achievement. Congratulations to your
organising team and all the volunteers to help to make the fair such a successful
event each year.
Brian Carruthers
Managing Director,
Tempest Ford Lichfield

We do not envisage an early release of potential
sites for development and we have no doubt
that some, if not all sites allocated, may be
the subject of appeals against development
proposals, although this is NOT the remit of the
Steering Group.
We are grateful to Clive Keble of Clive Keble
Consultants, for his invaluable work in producing
the draft plan, his excellent editing and his taking
the plan forward towards the referendum. The
Steering Group is grateful for the support and
assistance we have received from Lichfield District
Council and Whittington and Fisherwick Parish
Council over this process and we are confident that
we will achieve a positive outcome. We are also
grateful to every resident who has taken the time
to assist us to produce a Neighbourhood Plan
I personally would like to thank every member of
the Steering Group for their continued support
and encouragement through what has been a
long, complex and very involved process.

Principal Sponsor

-23-

