THE WHITTINGTON AND FISHERWICK PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Your Invitation to...
The Whittington and Fisherwick
Senior Citizens’
Annual Christmas Party
We are delighted to invite you to the
Senior Citizens’ Christmas party
to be held in the Village Hall
on Saturday 2nd December 2017.
Doors open at 5pm and the meal will be served at 5.30pm.

If you would like to attend, please complete and return this tear off strip below by the
20th November to ensure we cater for everyone who wishes to attend.
Replies please to the Whittington Pharmacy or Langton Surgery:
Name (s) attending ……………………………………………………………………………………..
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..............

www.whittingtonandfisherwick.org.uk

WHITTINGTON COUNTRYSIDE AND
CRAFT FAIR - PAST AND FUTURE
SEE PAGES 4 & 5

save
the date
Friday 10th November
Golden Anniversary Barn Dance, Village Hall
see page 9
Saturday 11th November
November-Remembrance Service
at the War Memorial
Saturday 2nd December
Senior Citizens’ Christmas party, Village Hall
see back cover

Any specific dietary requirements ………………………………………………………...................
If you require transport to and from the event, please write your telephone number here
………………………………………….
and we will phone you nearer the day to make the arrangements.
If you know someone new to the village or anyone who has not received an invitation,
please contact John or Rosemary Smith tel.no.01543432848.
Would you be kind enough to bring a small raffle prize?
We look forward to seeing you on December 2nd.

NOVEMBER
2017

Sunday 17th December
Barn Nativity, Sheepwash Farm
see page 12
Monday 18th December
Carols around the Christmas Tree, Village Hall
see page 9

… YOUR LOCAL PARISH NEWS MESSENGER
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OUR NEW PARISH
CLERK

Part of my role as Parish Clerk is to ensure
that the Council is aware of all the issues
affecting local people and organisations so
that they can be discussed at our meetings.
We have an Environment Committee as well
as a Finance Committee and if you haven’t
already contacted a Councillor regarding
an issue of interest, then please e-mail or
phone me so that I can help to resolve it.
Incidentally, as you may be aware, there are
currently 6 vacancies for Councillors and
I can strongly recommend being on the
Council as an ideal way of getting to know
what is planned for the area, then being
able to influence the decision making. If you
are interested in joining the Council, please
contact me and I can discuss with you what
is involved.

Martyn Bennett
TEL 07973 300346
John Cannon
TEL 01543 432171
John Heeler
TEL 01543 304833
Roger Leek
TEL 07866 937156
Chris Millar
TEL 01543 433189
Jonathan Smith
TEL 01543 432002
Julia Spencer
TEL 01543 432238
Andy Owen
TEL 01543 433 072
Garry Hyde
TEL 01543 433190

Wisteria Cottage, 4 Tamhorn Farm Cottages, Fisherwick
EMAIL martynbennett@yahoo.com
7 Main Street, Whittington
EMAIL jandkcannon@virginmedia.com
28 Church Street, Whittington
EMAIL john.heeler@ntlworld.com
11 Heritage Court, Lichfield
EMAIL roger.leek@hotmail.co.uk
95 Back Lane, Whittington
EMAIL chrismillar25@hotmail.com
2 The Coach House, Fisherwick Road, Whittington
EMAIL whitsmith@btinternet.com
Crossroads, Back Lane, Whittington
EMAIL juliaj_spencer@hotmail.co.uk
19 Rock Farm Road, Whittington
EMAIL andyowen76@hotmail.co.uk
11 Neal Croft, Whittington
EMAIL gazmalloy@gmail.com

We would like to point out that there are articles in Connect from the Parish Council and from representatives of some
village organisations and societies. At the end of each article the author’s name will appear.
Articles written by members of the Parish Council represent current Parish Council policy and are endorsed by the Parish
Council as a whole. However, views expressed in articles submitted to us from village organisations and societies do not
necessarily represent Parish Council policy and have not been endorsed by the Parish Council.
If you would like to respond to any of the issues in Connect or to contribute to the next edition please write
to or email any Parish Councillor.

SAY ‘HELLO’, WAVE ‘GOODBYE’
Say ‘Hello’, wave ‘Goodbye’
Sadly in July we said ‘Farewell’ to Cllrs David
and Sue Walton. The remainder of the
Parish Council wish to record their thanks
to David and Sue for all their hard work and
commitment over the years.
From Andy Owen, our new Councillor
“I am a 41 year old husband and father of a
four year old daughter who has just started at
Whittington Primary. I have lived in the village
since my daughter was born (we arrived in the
village the same day she arrived in the world)!
Although I haven’t been here long, I have tried
to contribute as much as I can. I help to set up
the village market in The Bell car park most
months, I always volunteer for the Countryside
Fair and previously the Church Fete too. I
even helped cut the grass in the churchyard

a few years ago! As a family we attend Messy
Church most months and my wife sings in in
the Accidental Harmonies choir. The village is
a very welcoming and special place to live and
I hope to help to continue that.
One of the reasons I was motivated to join
the Parish Council was because I had seen
the signs around the village suggesting that
the long term future of the Countryside Fair
was in doubt. The Fair is the main event of the
village calendar and because it has been so
well organised and run over the years, it is a
day that the village can be proud of. But we
can’t take it for granted and I thought it was
only fair (pardon the pun) that if I want it to
continue, I should make a greater contribution
to it. As President Kennedy could have said
“ask not what the Fair can do for you, but
what you can do for the Fair”.

David Walton

Following Janine’s retirement from the
role of Parish Clerk, I have recently
been appointed to try and follow in her
illustrious footsteps. As you have seen
from the previous Connect, Janine was
the Clerk for 17 years and the fact that
the Council has a healthy constitution,
with equally healthy finances, is a great
testament to her work.
Fortunately the many activities of the Council
will not be new to me as I have been a
Councillor on the Parish Council for many
years and I should be able to hit the ground
running. Whilst on the Council I have chaired
the Finance Committee, served as Deputy
Chairman and taken an active role in the
annual Countryside Fair. In terms of the
Fair it is pleasing to note that the Council
is committed to its continuation, as the
distribution of the Fair profits helps many
local charitable organisations.

It is a pleasure to be working with the
Chairman, Martyn Bennett, and so many
other dedicated Councillors, all of whom are
unpaid and to be helping them implement
the many improvements to Whittington and
Fisherwick that are planned. I look forward to
meeting you in my new role, and please look
at our Facebook pages and our Website, to
keep up to date with local issues.

David Walton - Park House, Fisherwick Road, Fisherwick WS13 8PR
davidjfwalton@aol.com 01543 432842
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WHITTINGTON
COUNTRYSIDE FAIR
SEPTEMBER 2017
– A HAPPY DAY
John Smith

What a difference a day makes (though in
this case a year), sunshine and fun. This year’s
Countryside Fair certainly brought out the
crowds, both local and from far afield. The
arena events, falconry, ferrets, dog and ducks
and Jez Avery’s amazing stunts were really
well supported. The tractor and trailer trips,
pony rides, mobile climbing wall, bungee
jumping and Punch and Judy show were all
very popular with the youngsters. The big
marquee was busy all day with the many
stalls and the produce competitions. The
band played, the bar buzzed, the doggies
paraded, the classic cars roared and there
was food a plenty. A great day for all. Though
we are still awaiting a final figure, profits on
the day could exceed £13.5K, though if we
include income for local organisations who

had stalls at the fair, the church, the scouts,
the computer club, WFEG and others the
overall total will be well in excess of £15K.
Although making money for the community
organisations is certainly part of our Parish
Council’s aims, enjoyment, having fun and
sharing our community with those from
outside the Parish is equally important.
There are so many in the community who
now contribute to the success of fair in
so many ways it is impossible to thank
everyone personally. However, without your
contribution and those of you who turned up
on the day, paid your money and supported
the show, it would not have been the success
it was.
Assuming next year’s fair follows a similar
format we are still short of volunteers to take
on some of the key roles, including parking,
advertising, produce show and catering.
Don’t be afraid to come forward and have
a go. You’ll get lots of help and there will
always be someone on hand if support
is needed. Finally, I am still looking for a
successor. I’d be more than happy to work
with someone leading up to the 2018 event
with a view to them taking over for the 2019
unpaid and to be helping them implement
the many improvements to Whittington and
Fisherwick that are planned.

WHITTINGTON
COUNTRYSIDE
FAIR-THE FUTURE
Cllr Martyn Bennett

At the October Parish Council meeting
we considered how best to secure the
future of this superb event and continue
to support the Community and the
large number of Community groups and
organisations which benefit from Grants
which the Parish Council award each
Spring from the profits of the previous
year’s Fair.
The Parish Council is committed to
this event.
However, the future of the Fair is in doubt.
As there are currently only 9 members of the
Parish Council instead of a full complement
of 15 there are not enough Councillors to
take on all of the major roles. If there is to be
a Fair in 2018 we urgently need volunteers
to fill several of the major roles which are
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currently vacant including:
Sponsorship, Advertising and Marketing,
Raffle, Stall Booking Secretary, Parking
Co-ordinator, Arena events, Produce
Show, Catering.
Unless there is a strong team in place
covering all of the major roles the Parish
Council will have no choice but to suspend
the Fair in 2018. We are convening a meeting
of all interested parties which will take place
on Wednesday 29th November at 7pm in the
Parish Pavilion on Bit End Field with a view to
making a final decision.
The Parish Council will also contact Village
groups and organisations which have
received Grants in the past to see if any
volunteers can be found.
Should enough volunteers come forward
they, together with the Fair Co-ordinator,
currently John Smith, will form the basis
of a Steering Group that will decide on
the content and format of the Fair and will
manage its progress.
Please contact John Smith (present Fair
co-ordinator) – 01543 432848 or any member
of the Parish Council whose contact numbers
are printed in this Connect.

CRAFT FAIR RAFFLE PRIZE WINNER
Cllr Roger Leek

Marie White, the daughter of Cllr Roger Leek, was born
and raised in Lichfield, attending King Edwards until she
won a scholarship to Chetham’s School of Music to study
violin. She has performed at the Senior Citizens’ Christmas
Party on a number of occasions. She currently lives in
Brentwood, Essex with her husband Nick and two
children Tabitha and Elodie and returns home
when she can to visit family and friends.
She was very surprised to win this prize having never
won anything from previous raffles.
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CAUSING CONVERSATIONS,
DEVELOPING DIALOGUE,
SHARING SPACES

THE WAR MEMORIAL - A CORRECTION
Michael Stewardson, Whittington and Fisherwick History Society.

Cllr Jonathan Smith

My thanks to Mr. Rob Pass of the
Whittington History Society, creator of the
society website; he told me that life-long
Whittingtonian Harry Berks
reminisced that:

Sadly, at our service on the 11th November
the solemnity of this occasion is often
blighted by speeding, noisy traffic.

“Mr. Bramley (the headmaster of Whittington
School from 1901-1925) organized concert
parties with all us children and from monies
received he was able to purchase the
War Memorial”.

Your council will do more to ensure that
on Saturday 11th November 2017 there is
a safe space around the Memorial for our
Remembrance Service by requesting that
the crossroads are closed to traffic for the
duration of the Service.

Mr. Pass gave me more details from the
Lichfield Mercury for Friday 25th April 1924.
A detailed report gives a moving account of
a dedication ceremony attended by all the
school children and the village community for
the unveiling of the Memorial, designed by
Mr. Bramley, in glorious spring sunshine.
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So what are the proposals?

My article in the July 2017 issue of Connect
had our community talking and writing
letters and emails; that was my intention and
my thanks to all who contacted me. It also
precipitated a very useful discussion, which
led to a few simple conclusions.

No owners of the land on which the
Memorial stands are registered with the Land
Registry. So the Council will apply to become
registered as the ‘owners’ and trustees of
that triangle of land and the Memorial, for
the men whose names are carved on it and
our village community. The Council will also
explore ways in which the site might be
improved, if improvement is needed. Would
the Memorial be that much more noticeable
if the railings were removed so that everyone
may get closer to it? All opinions
are welcomed.

The Memorial was placed by the school at
the crossroads in the centre of our village
as it was an important shared space. That
remains the case and although the school
has moved, most of the children who attend
school walk past the Memorial twice a day;
very, very important because, I’m sure many
children ask at some time why all those
names are carved on that block of stone.

Then there is a wider discussion to be had.
It is the increased volume of traffic, the
speed at which it travels and the failings of
impatient drivers and cyclists that blight the
crossroads. The junction needs to become
what it was in the bright spring sunshine of
April 1924; a shared space that belongs to
the community and not just the road users; a
big challenge but not impossible.

The crossroads was and is the busiest
junction in the village and the Memorial
is there for every passer-by, pedestrian,
equestrian, cyclist or driver to see.

www.whittingtonhistorysociety.org.uk

The Whittington War Memorial, which was mentioned in the last edition of Connect,
was largely as a result of the work of Walter Bramley, the long serving Headmaster
of Whittington School. It was dedicated by the Vicar, Reverend Cohu, in April 1924 and
contained the names of 19 local men who gave their lives. After the Second World War the
names of the men who made the supreme sacrifice were added on either side of the base but
I don’t yet know when. These men are; Edward Ballinger, Frederick Ballinger, William Burrows,
Percy Clews, John Eades, Stanley Goddard, James Hinton, Clifford Hodges, Samuel Marples,
William Padget, Stanley Webb and Albert Weller.
I am at present researching the lives of those who died in both World Wars but am finding
difficulty with finding details of the following men and their families: From the First World
War: William Ryder (who is recorded as ‘of the village’), Percy Smith and Fred Wilkinson. From
the Second World War: Albert Weller, Samuel Marples, John Alfred Eades, Percy Clews, and
Frederick C Ballinger. There is also a C P Smith whom I cannot trace, could this be Percy?
I would appreciate any information that you can furnish me with. Please reply to
mp.stewardson@virginmedia.com or send details to me at 27 Pass Avenue, Whittington.

WHITTINGTON BOWLING CLUB
Fred Stack

We cannot believe another bowling season has come to an end. The Club has had a good
year with five out of eight teams finishing within the top three positions in various league
divisions. Well done all.
The Green will be closed now over the winter months, allowing our valued, volunteering group
of Greenkeepers a chance to do all the necessary work in preparation for next season.
Bowling is one of the few sports where people of various ages and gender can play against
each other. Have you ever considered taking up the sport? You would enjoy the friendly
atmosphere and exercising in the fresh air with good company. Initially you would only need
a pair of flat shoes, we have plenty of bowls for you to practice with. You would be made very
welcome when bowling starts again in the spring. For further information please contact me,
Fred Stack on 01543 432217.

WHITTINGTON FLOWER CLUB
Rosemary Smith

On Wednesday 22 November we have a super Christmas Demonstration by Nigel Whyles.
So, come along and get some ideas for decorating the home for Christmas and maybe win
one of the fabulous designs in the raffle. The demonstration begins at 7.30 pm in the Village
Hall, tickets £7 for visitors which includes refreshments.
nd

The 24th of January 2018 brings a return visit of Jane Pugh, an area demonstrator, with “Dance
the Night Away”. The 28th of February will be a practical workshop and the 28th of March will
be a return of the popular national demonstrator, Diane Fair, with her “Design Connections”.
If you are new to the Village, come along and give us a try; we are a very friendly group with
over 100 members. For more information contact Rosemary 432848 or Pamela 304990
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
THE VILLAGE HALL IS 50 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR.
TO CELEBRATE THIS WE ARE HOLDING A
BARN DANCE ON FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10TH,
TICKETS COST £10 INCLUDING A FISH AND CHIP SUPPER

50
YEARS

Contact Chris or Garry on 01543 433 190 for tickets and
further information. Places are limited and pre-booking is essential
Doors open at 6.30pm and dancing starts at 7.00pm.
There is no bar so please bring your own bottles and glasses.
PLEASE SUPPORT US SO THAT WE CAN
CONTINUE TO SERVE YOU.

The Hall celebrates 50 years of service to the Village, and is still run by a committee made
up of volunteers who work hard to keep the Hall in good order. It is an excellent meeting place
with a large hall and stage, and lounge bar room. We have modern kitchen and toilet facilities,
good heating, ambient lighting and round tables available. Many regular user groups meet at
the Hall and it's a perfect venue for parties, weddings, meetings and functions large and small.
We are holding a Golden Barn Dance on Friday 10th November, with live music and caller.
Tickets are £10 which includes a fish & chip supper. Bring your own drinks and glasses.
For more info and tickets phone Garry 433 190

ABBA SENSATION - ABBA TRIBUTE BAND
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL
7PM SATURDAY MARCH 24TH 2018
TICKETS £15 ON SALE FROM NOVEMBER
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST WITH
CHRIS OR GARRY ON 01543433190
OR CHRISTINE.JONES8316@GMAIL.COM

ABBA tribute will be at the Hall on 24th March 2018; they were a sell out at the
Garrick, Lichfield so keep the date free, tickets available soon.

CAROLS ROUND
THE TREE
Chris Jones

The Village Hall
Committee invite you all
to this annual Christmas
get together at 6.30 pm
in the Village Hall on
Monday 18th December,
followed by mulled wine
& mince pies; a real
community event.

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Chris Jones

Our current booking secretary is moving on
to pastures new and until we can appoint a
new secretary Chris Jones and Garry Hyde
are covering this role.
The new details if you are interested in
booking the Village Hall are:
By Phone - Garry or Chris 01543 433190
By email - whitingtonvhbs@gmail.com
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints

REVIEWS FROM RUACH AT ST GILES’ CHURCH

Christmas 2017

PRAISE OF THE LORD RETREAT DAY

Sunday 10 December 15:30 Godparents
and Godchild Sunday
bring a bauble with your godchild’s name on
for our Christmas tree
Sunday 10th December 18.30 Christingle
and carols service
@ St Bartholomew’s, Hints
Saturday 16th December 15:30 Christmas
Messy Church
For families with primary aged children @ The
Thomas Spencer Church Hall, Whittington
Sunday 17th December 11:00 Barn Nativity
th

@ Sheepwash Farm Whittington (WS14 9JN)
for young and older alike
Monday 18th December 18:30 Whittington
Village Carols around the tree
@ Whittington Village Hall
Sunday 17th December 15:00 Parish Carol
Service with Christingle and mince pies
@ St Mary’s, Weeford
Sunday 17th December 18:30 Traditional
Candlelit 9 Lessons and Carols
@ St Giles, Whittington

Christmas Eve Sunday 24th December
10.00 Lesser sung carols, readings and refreshments @ St Giles, Whittington
16:00 Carols and Crib Service for everyone @ St Giles
18:00 Christmas Eucharist @ St Bartholomew’s, Hints
20:00 Christmas Eucharist @ St Mary’s, Weeford
23:30 Christmas ‘Midnight Mass’ Eucharist @ St Giles
Christmas Day Monday 25th December
08:30 Said Eucharist for Christmas Day (BCP) @ St Giles
10:15 Carols, Prayers and Presents for Christmas Day
@ St Giles, Whittington (No Eucharist)

Sunday 31st December New Year’s Eve
22:30 Celebratory Snacks and Prayers @ St Giles

Barn Nativity
The Parish Council are once again kindly sponsoring the Barn Nativity at Sheep Wash Farm.
Date: Sunday December 17th Time: 11am
Place: Sheep Wash Farm, by kind permission of Robert and Victoria Gray.
Come and join us for a fun morning and experience the nativity in a barn with real animals.
Stay for some light refreshments and enjoy the start of the Christmas. Everyone is welcome. It
may be cold, so come prepared!
Further details form: Clair Kirk, tel: 432048

‘In Praise of The Lord’ Retreat Day at The
Thomas Spencer Church Hall People from
across the diocese and also Birmingham
Diocese travelled to Whittington to take
part in a Ruach retreat day. The inspirational
speaker was Margaret Outen who is the
musical director at The Collegiate Church
of St Mary in Stafford, where Father Jason
was formerly their priest. The day explored
music in a range of styles including Christian
music relating to how this enhances worship
and praise of God. It was noted how music
inspires emotion and also captures memory

which is why music is so important at key
times in lives as individuals or communities
and churches. We did of course sing some
hymns including several by the great hymn
writer Charles Wesley. Between talks were
times of reflection and quiet and listening
to our music as well as opportunity to
socialise with a range of people. We were
blessed with sunshine and cake. Margaret’s
deeply spiritual, down to earth but utterly
professional manner inspired us all to Praise
the Lord for all our blessings, especially the
gift of music.

SUMMER NIGHTS JAZZ- A NIGHT OF FANTASTIC TRADITIONAL JAZZ!
What a fabulous night we had with The Minty
Cucumber Jazz Band!!! Many classics such as
‘When my sugar walks down the street’, ‘Five
foot two and eyes are blue’, to items from
Bill Bailey and the Jo Oliver Band. With one
nod to contemporary Jazz, was the highly
successful piece for Game of Thrones by The
New Orleans Swamp Donkey Band.
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Everyone enjoyed scrumptious strawberry
and cream scones, courtesy of Brenda
Olson and her catering team! Pimms and
strawberries flowed. A fantastic night of
summer jazz! If you missed it... there will
be another opportunity s Band Leader,
Alan Smith, has promised to come
back again!
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WHITTINGTON
AND FISHERWICK
GOOD
NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME
Frank Knighton

To celebrate just over two years since
the Scheme was officially launched in
May 2015 a ‘Summer Social’ was held on
August 12th. It was planned not only to say
‘Thank You’ to our ever growing group of
volunteers – now numbering almost 50
local residents - for their valuable efforts
but as an opportunity to bring them and
the folk to whom the Scheme has been
able to provide assistance together in
a purely social get-together. Volunteers
meet regularly as a group for information
and on-going training but the Scheme’s
‘clients’ usually only meet the individual
volunteers who provide the assistance
needed. It was felt that an opportunity
to meet with others from the volunteer
group and, importantly, with their
neighbours who have also benefited from
the Scheme, would be a great experience
for all involved. So it proved to be!

78 volunteers and ‘clients’ turned up for
an evening that promised drinks, food and
conversation. As it transpired the event
provided so much more. A lot of laughter,
some singing, a fantastic ambience and, we
were told numerous times, one of the best
village occasions for a long time. Much of this
was due to the environment of the beautiful
garden that is behind Terry and Jane Tricker’s
home, North Cottage, on The Green. It had
been decked out with a marquee, a couple of
gazebos, lots of fairy lights, chairs and tables
borrowed from St. Giles Church and the
Parish Council. A variety of dishes had been
supplied by a talented group of volunteers,
led by Christine Dell, prepared earlier in their
homes. There are too many individuals to
name but special thanks are due to Amanda
and Whittington Scouts who not only came
along with their Baked Potato oven but
helped to deck out the garden beforehand
as well as acting as waiters during the
evening. A big ‘Thank You’ too to those
volunteers who raised the money through a
Whist Drive and sponsored run that enabled
us to pay for everything!
This will be hard act to follow but we expect
to be around for a long time and may well do
something similar again in the future.
Don’t forget if you need the Scheme’s help,
or want to add to our growing number of
volunteers, just ring 624410 on Monday,
Wednesday or Friday mornings between
10 a.m. and 12 noon to speak to one of our
Duty Officers, or leave a message at
any time.
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WHITTINGTON
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN UPDATE
Garry Hyde, Chairman NPG

The formal 6 week consultation on the
final version of the draft Neighbourhood
Plan has been undertaken by Lichfield
District Council and any comments
have been notified to them. These will
be included in the papers which are
eventually sent to the Examiner.
We had a very pleasing response from
English Heritage, complimenting us on our
commitment within the plan to preserving
and conserving our local heritage.
I now understand that the Examiner,
proposed by LDC and accepted by
Whittington Parish Council, has been
approached and he has accepted the rôle.
The Plan, Appendices, Maps, Comments and

OUR ‘LAUGHING
GAS PROBLEM’
HAS NOT
GONE AWAY
Garry Hyde, Chairman NPG

Well, I am sorry to say that Bit End Field,
the BMX track, Orchard and the car park
by the Bowling Club continue to remain
part of the solvent abuse culture. We are
also finding substantial amounts of litter
and debris from mini parties at the top of
Jubilee Park, including numerous
gas canisters.

consultation notes etc., will be forwarded
to him in due course. We look forward to
hearing his conclusions and hope for a
favourable response.
If there are not too many changes, we are
still on course to have the Neighbourhood
Plan Referendum before the end of 2017,
although with the Festive Season being not
too far away, this may slip to early 2018.
We have worked on the Neighbourhood Plan
for over 3 years and many thanks must go to
everyone who has participated, especially
members of the Steering Group, Parish
Council, and our Consultant Clive Keble who
has been our excellent guide in producing
the plan and jumping over the many hurdles
to get it to this stage.
Well done!!

Despite the warnings that this is a serious
and potentially life-threatening habit, it
continues to happen. I cannot stress again
that it really can cause long term health
problems, apart from being anti-social.
Addiction to any form of recreational drug
can well lead to a lifetime of misery. Our
PCSO Costas Karpi is aware and will be
monitoring the areas we have identified.
If you have any information, please contact
any of the Parish Councillors and we will deal
with the information sensitively and
in confidence.
I can only ask that you check that it is
not members of your family putting
themselves at risk.
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PLANS FOR THE
OLD YOUTH
CENTRE SITE ON
MAIN STREET
Cllr John Cannon

We are sure you will be pleased to hear
that Staffordshire County Council has
finally submitted a detailed planning
application to Lichfield District Council,
putting forward proposals to develop the
site for residential use. As this is one of
4 sites within the village nominated for
future housing development in Lichfield’s
current Site Allocation proposals, securing
the necessary approvals (both planning
and Listed Building consent) should be
relatively straightforward.
The current scheme differs in minor detail
only from that presented to the community
in October 2016 as part of a preliminary
consultation exercise. By way of a reminder
key aspects of the current proposals are
summarised below.
THE OLD SCHOOL HOUSE
The listed Victorian old school building
would be converted into a 2 bedroom
dwelling with external alterations limited
to replacing a poor quality modern
rear extension with more substantial
new construction and adding a new
sympathetically detailed entrance and
canopy to the northern gable.
Open plan kitchen, dining and sitting areas
would be housed in the main school room
which would be preserved as a largely
unaltered single space with bedrooms
and bathroom accommodated in adjacent
subsidiary areas.

THE BUILDING ON CHURCH STREET
This L shaped building would be converted
into a 3 bedroom dwelling. Although
not listed it would also be re-planned
with minimal alterations. These would be
restricted to infilling the existing doorway on
Church Street and inserting a new entrance
into the western gable (i.e. the opposite
end to the war memorial which would be
unaffected by these proposals).
The wing facing Church Street would be
re-planned to house the 3 bedrooms plus
associated sanitary accommodation and
circulation space. The other wing would
house kitchen, dining and sitting areas in
open plan format similar to that adopted for
the Old School House.
THE NEW HOUSES
It is proposed to build 6 new 2 storey 3
bedroom houses based on a common floor
plan. Three of these would replace the old
prefab building (to be demolished) facing
Main Street. The other 3 (1 detached and
2 semis) would be located within the body
of the site, using the existing entrance in
modified form (including suitable turning
space) linked to a central paved area
providing access to dedicated or in curtilage
parking. Two spaces are provided for each
of the 8 dwellings plus two for 1 Main
Street, where existing access and parking
arrangements would be directly affected. No
garaging would be included.
The layout includes enclosed garden space
for all 8 dwellings. Those facing Main Street
would be accessible via new entrance gates
inserted into the existing boundary wall,
which would be reduced in height with
railings being installed in front of the Old
School building apparently to maintain
adequate sight lines onto Main Street for
emerging vehicles.

The Parish Council has already commented at
some length on your behalf in its response as
a Statutory Consultee to Lichfield’s planners.
Although broadly welcoming these proposals
to breathe new life into this neglected but
important corner of the village we have raised
a number of areas of concern and suggested
how they could and should be addressed.
These are summarised below.
•

The site access is extremely close
to The Dog crossroads which as the
record shows regularly suffers from road
traffic accidents. The introduction of
appropriate traffic calming measures
aimed at reducing vehicle approach
speeds, possibly allied to limited parking
restrictions, should in the Parish Council’s
view form an essential part of any
planning approval.
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•

Construction works will inevitably be
disruptive on this confined site. In
particular the chosen contractor should
be required to submit detailed proposals
for construction traffic management and
demolition works which will include the
safe removal of asbestos based roofing
materials.

•

Most of the existing trees on site,
including the flowering cherries on Main
Street, would be lost. A comprehensive
landscape and planting plan will be
required to offset this loss. In common
with external renovation works on the
retained buildings (listed and non-listed)
this should be treated as a reserved
matter in any planning permission
granted requiring separate detailed
approval.

Finally it must of course be remembered that as a Parish Council we have no statutory
planning powers. That said, we do expect Lichfield as the Planning Authority to take note of
our reasonable concerns and hopefully act on them. As always we will keep you updated as
things progress.

SUNBEAMS AT ST GILES
Megan Barr

Every other Wednesday St Giles Church sees an invasion of small people aged new-born
to school age, each with a grown-up or two, for some amazing experiences. Recently
they made real bread in church to celebrate the Harvest:
This was followed by very jammy sandwiches in the Church Hall!
Any under school age child is welcome to come along, so long as they bring a grown-up with
them, for activities, songs, instruments, drinks and play, starting from 10.30 in the church and
11.00 in the Church Hall. We will be making a simple Christingle on November 15th, and the
Christmas story will begin on November 29th, with the Shepherds and Three Kings getting to
us on December 13th.
No charge, of course…we just welcome a small donation for coffee. The generosity of our
Mums and Grandparents has made it possible for us to send £150 recently to our young friend
Lydia in Cambodia, to help with her school fees.
Do just come along, or if you wish to know more contact Sue on 319613 or Megan at
megbarr@yahoo.com
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WHITTINGTON AND
FISHERWICK FAIRTRADE

WFEG IS TEN
YEARS OLD!
Steve Barr

The last edition of Connect flagged up the
2017 Fairtrade Wine Tasting and, as we
anticipated, the ever popular event at the
Cricket Club was a sell out and enjoyed by
some forty people. Barry Gwilt and Simon
Doveston produced a splendid meal, with
a Fairtrade flavour, for which the guests’
appetite had been whetted on arrival by a
welcome glass of sparkling Fairtrade rosé.
The food was accompanied by no fewer
than six Fairtrade wines, both white and
red, from South Africa and South America,
described and introduced by Will Sands
and his able assistant Jess from Majestic
Wines who, along with the Co op’s Boley
Park Superstore, Marks and Spencer,
Waitrose and Sainsbury’s, supported the
wine tasting.
Please look out for the Fairtrade logo when
you buy wine and give it a try – a wide range
is available locally, at the village
Co op, as well as at the Boley Park
superstore, Waitrose, Sainsbury’s, Majestic,
Lidl and Aldi. In addition to wine and the
traditional bananas, sugar and chocolate,
there are many other items on your weekly
shopping list which are available with the
Fairtrade brand, including tea and a huge
selection of coffee, both instant and ground.
Greggs now also support Fairtrade, if that’s
where you go for your lunchtime snack.

10
YEARS

By the time you read this, the 2018
Whittington Fairtrade calendar will have
gone to the printers. Copies usually sell
out quickly, so if you would like one, please
reserve yours with Steve Barr – contact
details below. Each month is sponsored by
a village organisation and the 2018 calendar
will feature some new names. The Co op,
Coton House Stables, the Cricket Club,
the Flower Club, Guides and Scouts, the
Hospice, the School, St Giles Church, the
Soccer Centre, WFEG and Woodhouse
Farm are all supporting next year’s calendar.
Spare copies (if any) will be available in due
course at the Pharmacy. Delicious homemade goodies, with Fairtrade ingredients,
are always available on the church stall at the
Village Market on Saturday mornings on The
Bell car park, so don’t miss the opportunity
to pick up a tasty bargain before the Market
takes its seasonal break. Two more dates this
year – November 18th and December 9th.
For more information
call Steve or Megan on 01543 432605
email stevebarruk@yahoo.com
or check out our website:
www.whittington-fairtrade.co.uk
Do just come along, or if you wish to know
more contact Sue on 319613 or
Megan at megbarr@yahoo.com

WFEG Management Committee

It’s ten years since Whittington and
Fisherwick Environment Group (WFEG
to its friends) started life – and what a
decade it has been! So much has been
done that it is hard to summarise in a short
article, but from its origins in a successful
campaign to stop the infilling of Elford
lakes, WFEG has led a series of initiatives
to help reduce our community’s carbon
footprint, promote local food and raise
awareness of wildlife-friendly actions
we can take in our gardens and green
spaces. In the process our first Chair was
awarded the MBE. WFEG has won national
and regional awards for energy saving
initiatives - and Whittington has been
named in the Sunday Times as the nation’s
‘greenest’ village.
Concerns about climate change played a
big part in motivating WFEG’s founding
members to look for ways that the group
could help to reduce the Parish’s carbon
footprint. So the first phase of our activity
was directed at encouraging energysaving measures like insulation and low
energy lightbulbs, followed by help to our
community buildings and residents to install
solar panels and then active support for
larger renewable installations, including
two large solar arrays in Huddlesford and
Sheepwash Farm’s wind turbine. We estimate
that, now, the various renewable energy
installations in the Parish produce sufficient
electricity annually to provide the equivalent
amount of electric power used by around
three-quarters of the village’s homes, a
remarkable proportion.
More recently WFEG have concentrated on
promoting local food and wildlife to help
restore lost biodiversity and build resilience
to climate change. We initiated the monthly
Village Produce Market in close collaboration
with St Giles Church and also co-operated
with them on the Open Gardens/Flower
Festival event. We worked in partnership
with the Parish Council to establish the
community orchard and meadow at Jubilee
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Park and two years ago launched ‘River of
Flowers’. A grant from Tesco Bags of Help,
has enabled us to install flower troughs
along Main Street, and we’ve taken over
management of the trough and post trolley
near the Parish Council notice board at
the Green. Fifteen thousand bulbs have
been planted at various locations round the
village and we have organised events with
gardening and wildlife experts and authors
including Alys Fowler and Chris Baines. An
‘Apple Day’ event has run annually for the
last 5 years to celebrate our national fruit and
its local connections.
The coming months should see the creation
of another beautiful meadow at the junction
of Swan Road and Burton Road, work at
the community orchard to improve the
impoverished soil which has badly affected
the growth of some of the fruit trees and the
planting of more bulbs at various locations
round the village. As always WFEG will look
to work closely with other organisations in
the village, and will make special efforts to
encourage our young people to engage
positively with their environment.
WFEG looks forward to another 10 years of
working to create a better understanding of
how we as a community can promote actions
which help to foster a good environment for
both for ourselves and the wildlife with which
we share the planet. There is plenty more
we can do to make our village more wildlifefriendly, both in terms of our public places
and our own patches.
If you share our vision of creating a village
which is even more attractive and wildlife
friendly there are many ways you can get
involved. The best way to find out how is to
sign up for our monthly e-news at www.wfeg.
org.uk or visit our Facebook page
(and/or the River of Flowers Facebook page).
New volunteers for monthly working parties
(second Sunday of most months) and other
activities (such as helping with market stalls)
are always welcome – and you can register
your interest in volunteering by e-mailing
info@wfeg.org.uk. Or come along to Green
Drinks on the fourth Wednesday of the
month (alternating between the Bell and
the Dog – see www.wfeg.org.uk for details).
Help us build on Whittington’s reputation as
Britain’s greenest village!
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YOUR VILLAGE, YOUR COUNCIL,
YOUR BILL
Cllr Jonathan Smith

Sometime in the 1990’s John Major came
up with a word, subsidiarity, which I had
never heard before and my spell checker
doesn’t know, even now. It describes
the principle that within any society any
decision affecting a group of people
should be made at the lowest possible
level within the administrative and political
hierarchy of that society; in plain English
what goes on in your parish should be
managed by your Parish Council (nine
of us), and not by some bureaucrat in
Lichfield, Stafford or worse still London.
He didn’t go on to add that decisions
made at a local level must be funded at
that level as well i.e. by you and me - well
what a surprise!
The boring bit: local authority funding
through the council tax is not complicated.
County, District and Parish Councils must
draw up and agree an annual budget for
their expenditure on facilities they provide
for their community (e.g. County: highways,
District: environment, Parish: advice on
local planning applications, managing local
amenities)
Then each budget is divided by the rateable
properties of the County, District or Parish
to arrive at a sum for each household/
business to pay for the services provided by
that council. They are added together and
passed to the District Council for collection
as council tax, then distributed between
the councils. Your parish receives what is
called the ‘precept’. So you (a parishioner)
pay directly for your parish facilities. As the
other councils get direct funding from the
government their budgets are capped by
the state. They are told how much they can
spend and no more; we are not.

As your parish receives no other funds from
the government or any council then we (nine
councillors) can set whatever budget we like;
we have an uncapped budget. In simple
terms this means that if we (nine) decide to
raise capital on the security of land owned by
the parish to extend the pavilion to include
a gym then the cost of funding the loan and
maintaining it will be added to your council
tax bill just for your parish. The precept for
our parish this year was £44,947, and the
parish council tax is just £40.17 for an
average property.
So what?
Under ‘any other business’ at a Parish Forum
meeting in Lichfield earlier this year we
learned that County Highways would from
next year maintain the highways only as they
were required by law, without any extras. A
simple example; grass verges will be cut less
frequently, if at all. If we would like to keep
our parish looking neat and tidy then the
Parish Council must pay for it; for example,
it would cost us £1,000 per day to hire a
‘Burntwood Sweeper’ to clear the road sides.
There is likely to be a continued reduction
of current services provided by District and
County Councils; there will be nothing we
can do about this.
The first rule of economics is that you can
spend time and save money or save time
but spend money. Help to keep your village
tidy and take your litter home, then we don’t
have to pay someone to pick it up; every bit
counts. It’s your village.
If you want to have a say in the way your
Council raises money from you then join the
Parish Council; we are six short. Left to our
own devices we might just include a heated
indoor pool with the gym next to
the pavilion!

WOODHOUSE
FARM AND
GARDEN CIC
Annamarie Stone

The farm has once again been a hive
of activity with 33 unexpected piglets
keeping visitors entertained, including
meeting several at the farm entrance.
The walled garden too has produced a
wonderful array of fruit and vegetables
including a bumper crop of figs and other
soft fruit. Members of our veg share scheme
have increased to an all-time high with many
shares going to Lichfield and Swinfen.
Events at the farm have included a well
attended summer BBQ and a more recent
Cider Apple Pressing Day. We have also had
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visits from Lichfield Townswomen’s Guild,
Tamworth Soroptomists, Staffordshire Small
Holders Association and Friends of Darwin
House.
Our current focus is preserving the harvest
and preparing for a busy Christmas with
gammon production and several markets
to attend. We are also hoping to start the
second phase of refurbishment of our old
piggery building with completion of a new
roof and insulated floor, thanks to funding
from the Cory Environmental Trust.
Annamarie says, “We are always looking for
volunteers who would like to get involved in
the garden and the many projects happening
on the farm”.
Anyone wanting to know more
please see our website
woodhousefarmandgardencic.org.uk
or give Annamarie a call on
01543 432005.

Bit End Field under 5’s play area
The Parish Council has undertaken to upgrade and make more user
friendly the play equipment in this area. We have already replaced
the swing seats so that the children can play safely. We now need to
make the slide more accessible. To do this we could construct steps
so that the children can climb up to the slide rather than having to
use the netting. Do you know anyone who could do this? Another
suggestion is to clad the lower part of the slide tower to create a
little ‘house’ for imaginative play.
Any ideas? Contact the PC Chair – Martyn Bennett
on 07973 433 709 or martynbennett@yahoo.com

